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Each January we begin the
year with the observance of
Epiphany, which means “to
make known” or “to reveal.”
This ancient Christian cele-
bration is used in most west-
ern churches to remember
the coming of the wise men
bringing their gifts to the
baby Jesus. In doing so they
revealed Jesus to the world
as Lord and King.

Because the wise men were
the first Gentiles on record
who acknowledged Christ as
King, they were also the
first toreveal Christ as Lord

and King for all people re-
gardless of race or national-
ity. Their visit demon-
strated that Christ had come
to save the world.

Epiphany is a time for us to
consider the mission of the
church, which is to be a wit-
ness for the Lord Jesus
Christ to all nations and to
all people. It isatimefor us
to reflect on how Seminole
Presbyterian Church can
best make known the gospel
of Jesus Christ to our
neighbors in 2005.
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Youth Ministry

Shout Out
By Justin Woodall

Congratulations, Jared Frail and
Lucas Lambers! They are the best at
spending fake money that our
church has to offer. As the Christ-
mas season approached, the youth
took their annual outing to the mall.
At the mall everyone had 45 minutes
to spend one million dollars. There
are some items that are off limits,
and quantities are limited. But it is
more difficult than most of us would
think. In the end Lucas and Jared
spent more than three times the
money that their closest competition
did. Congratulations.

Pastor Keen Talks To Sudents
About Sripture

Pastor Keen continues to enjoy a
great rapport with the faculty,
administration and student body
of TCS.

On Monday, December 13, Mr.
Keen was invited to Mrs.
Prucha® seventh grade bible
class in order to answer ques-
tions about the scriptures. Pastor
Keen enjoyed lively discussion
and answered numerous ques-
tions offered by students in three
separate classes. The students
asked questions about the trinity,
the person and work of Christ,
the affects of sin upon our world,
the miracles recorded in scrip-

ture, the second coming of Christ,
etc. It was a challenging time,
and Pastor Keen enjoyed it very
much.

We continue to thank God for our
church® relationship with the
school and we pray that it will
continue to grow in the months
and years ahead!

v
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Mercy and Hospitality

Sockings For The Soldiers
By Beverly Thomson

O O O

Thank you all for participating in
our Stockings for the Soldiers. Let
me tell you what your generous
contributions accomplished.

To Cpt. Marbella and Beast Bri-
gade: 85 Christmas stockings
filled with a pack of gum, chap
stick, packets of cocoa with
marshmallows, cookies, some
chocolate and peppermints, a unit
T-shirt, and a Christmas card.
Also sent were a Christmas tree,
lights and ornaments. Someone
made a generous donation of
Mary Kay products and these
were sent especially for the three
women. Marsha Craig created
beautiful and whimsical Thanks-
giving and Christmas cards for
the soldiers of Beast Brigade.
Room 114 was the scene of an
evening of fellowship and card as-
sembling.

| emailed Cpt. Marbella telling
him what was on the way. | also
told him | was worried that they
would not be able to use the
lights. Hereis what he said:

Thank you so much Bev-
erly. We did receive the cards
and Soldiers have been writ-
ing home with it. As for the
lights, we'll make it work. It's
in our nature not to accept de-

O O O

feat. Your support meansthe
world to us. God bless your
family and the Seminole Pres.
Church. HOOAH!

From Freedom's Frontline -
Iraq,

Matt

Barbara Mueller of Lutz Patriots
asked me if we could help a Sgt.
Colette Wilkerson who was ask-
ing for some Christmas cheer for
her 29 soldiers at the Baghdad
Air Port in Iraq. So a Christmas
tree, lights and ornaments, along
with cocoa, gum and chap stick
were also sent to them. There
are nine women in this unit, so a
majority of the Mary Kay prod-
ucts went there.

Also, a Christmas tree, lights and
ornaments were given to an An-
gel Tree family. Kit tells me the
16-year-old son of the prisoner
was very excited about these ex-
tra gifts and was planning to
decorate their home himself.

| am so humbled by everyone's
willingness to participate in the
ideas God has given to me over
the years. | do solove my church
family.

As part of our ef-
fort to make our
guests and family
feel welcome each
week as they come
to worship, we are
recruiting greeters
for each Sunday
morning before the
worship service. |f
you would like to
serve in this minis-
try, please call
Gerrie Byrne at
966-5000.

In  addition to
greeters, we also
have our weekly
Fellowship Time at
10:30 on Sunday
mornings in the
Fellowship  Hall.
To keep this minis-
try going, may we
remind our partici-
pating membersto
make a small con-
tribution  toward
the donuts and cof-
fee (e.g. 50 cents
per person or $1
per family)?

JANUARY 2005

PAGE 3




January
Birthdays

Covenant Connections

New Adult Sunday
School Classes

Beginning January 9, 2005

Pastor's Class

Officers Retreat
January 22

Please keep our church officersin
your prayers as they gather on
Saturday, January 22 for a vision
and planning retreat. The Elders

1 Don Hamilton
Pastor Keen will begin teachinga and Deacons submitted their in-
2 Ron Quick new Sunday school class this sights and observations regard-
. term directed at those who would  ing our church® ministry to Pas-
7 Richard Gruber like to become members of SPC  tor Keen in November and De-
7 Chandler Byrne and any others who are not cur- pember. This retreat will bg an
rently attending Sunday School. intensive time of prayer, dialog
8 Lynne Stanton The class will meet in the choir and discussion.
room.
12 A.J. Boodoosingh
12 Tara Carrillo Early Church History
14 Sheila Colbert Elder Joe DeNitto will lead a
study in the development of the LANNING
15 TonyaPla Christian church® doctrine, faith,
21 Ida Stump and practice from its founding at . .
Pentecost up to, but not includ- The officers will meet from 8:00
25 Virginia Griffith ing, the Protestant Reformation. a.m. to 12:00 p.m. with a great
. Topics will include the persecu- deal of the work taking place out-
25 Ronald Quick tion of the early church, the for- side (and prior to) the meeting it-
27 Stacey McFeron mation of the canon of the Bible, self. Please pray for our officers
the early church councils, (and Pastor Keen) as input/
27 Laura Strickland Augustine, the Monastic move- observations are assimilated and
o ment, the Crusades, the Renais- distilled for planning purposes.
28 William McArthur sance, and more. This class will ~ Further, please pray that all our
30 Joe Blue meet in the High School Library. officers would remain healthy,
and that as many officers as pos-
30 Lindsay Trim Jonah sible would be able to attend this
. very important retreat.
31 Danielle Nordgren Elder Bill Earnest will lead a
31 Joyce Woodall study on.the Book of Jonah, one
of the minor prophets of the Old
Testament. This class will meet
in Room 114.
A\
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Covenant Connections

Will You Be Our
Eyes And Ears?

In case you have not noticed, our
church is growing! And as a re-
sult, there is more news to cover.
To get thorough coverage in our
newsletter of the different areas of
ministry in our church, we just
need more help. It's that simple!

Would you consider volunteering
your time as a member of the
Seminole Pres. staff? Here are a
few ways that you can help:

Article writing
Photography

Reporting on events
Interviews
Special/Periodical features

If you have other ideas, your input
is appreciated. Please contact
Bryan Toenes at (813) 907-6967 or
by e-mail at btoenes@seminolepca.
org for details.

Wanted:
Answers To Prayer!

Too often the church prays for
numerous individuals/items with-
out any form of closure. In other
words, when a prayer request is
answered by the Lord, we don't
take the time to alert those who
have been praying.

During the December session
meeting, the elders made note of
the fact that very few answers to
our prayer requests (recorded in
the prayer journal) are made
known to the officers and staff,
and subsequently, published in
the prayer journal.

Please take the time to notify the
church office when a prayer re-
quest has been answered so that
we have the opportunity to re-
joice with regard to the mighty
acts of God!

Church
0

ffice
Monday,

January 3

in observance of
New Year's Day

January
Anniversaries

1/3—Justin and An-
gie Woodall (1 year)

1/7—Danny and
Lynne DelLa Rosa
(21 years)

1/12—Glenn and
Elizabeth Dohle (59
years)

1/12—Joe and Becky
Valenti (3 years)

Hnancial
Summary

Jan 1 — Nov 30,
2004

Total Offerings
$365,877

Total Expenses
$318,082

Net ChangeIn
General Fund
$47,795

Offerings Budgeted
for January 2005
$33,376

Vill Be Needed Weekly
Closed: $6,675
JANUARY 2005 PAGE 5
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FROM YOUR
MISSIONARIES

Employment
Notice

New Hearts Out-
reach is seeking a
Half-Time Office
Mgr./Bookkeeper.

The ideal applicant
will have good:

Computer/Desktop
Publishing Skills

Communication
Skills

Organizational/
Multi-Tasking
Skills

This position could
develop into full-
time employment
Call Mark Culligan
for more informa-
tion at (813) 247-
6315.

Please Email
Resume to:

newhearts@dliditbet
ter.com

Missonsand Outreach

God’'s Raithfulness To New Hearts
By Nick Tiscione

This month we will be catching-
up with one of our local minis-
tries, New Hearts Outreach.
Many of you may remember the
Director, Mark Culligan, from
this year's missions conference or
perhaps one of the other times we
have had the pleasure of hosting
him here at Seminole. So most of
you may already be familiar with

New Hearts Outreach and the
work that they do ministering to
the sexually broken. Hopefully
the following year-end update
from Mark will give you an idea
of what God has been doing re-
cently in this ministry that you
help support and encourage you
to keep praying for Mark and his
team.

Christmas 2004

a ..God sent not His Son intothe world to condemn the world; but that
the world through Him might be saved.®
John 3:17

It's once again Christmas, and
this year as we celebrate Jesus
birth, we also celebrate five
years of partnership with Abe
Brown Ministries, Inc. God has
made a way for New Hearts Out-
reach to exist, grow and prosper.
Each of you has helped play a
part in our continuing ability to
serve the sexually-challenged.
Thank You! Our God is faithful!

Here are some highlights of God's
faithfulness in 2004:

A number of new Tampa Bay
Area churches hosted presen-
tations by NHO.

| recently received word that
another church has approved
NHO for Monthly Mission
Support. Yet another church
is presently considering our
application for the same.

This year's Living Waters Pro-
gram had the largest enroll-
ment ever! And we now have
an awesome Multi-Cultural
Leadership Team of 15 folks
who have graduated from the
program.

Leadership Team members
have attended several na-
tional training conferences in-
cluding the @2Pastoral Care

(Continued on page 7)
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Missonsand Outreach

God’s Raithfulness To New Hearts
(continued)

(Continued from page 6)

Ministry School® at Wheaton
College; the 2Embracing Life°
Training for HIV and the Ter-
minally 11l in California and
the aJourney to Wholeness®
training in Alabama as well as
a aLove Won Out® conference
in Pensacola.

A major donation has allowed
us to subsidize a Half-Time
Office Mgr. Position (We are
presently seeking to fill this
position. If interested, ask for
more details)

Two Master's Level Christian
Counselors, Michelle Childs
and Fred Feliciano, have part-
nered with us to help increase
our effectiveness to our cli-
ents.

NHO has established a 501(c)3
non-for-profit corporation
called Soli Deo Glorialnter-
national, Inc. We are praying
for discernment as we select
board members and develop
staff and resources to bring on
board consultants who can
help us reach the next level.

NHO recently hosted a visit by
Brenda Burton, an author and
speaker, who spoke and minis-
tered to our clients.

A real highlight this year was
being asked to present at the
State Conference of Inter-
varsity Christian Fellowship
in Orlando.

Work continues on the Men's
Residential House Restoration
Project. God has sent an awe-
some restoration team includ-
ing a licensed contractor, a
decorator, a county building
inspector, and others.

New Hearts Outreach is Debt-
Free!l Our financial philoso-
phy is Cash-Only!

We have increasing demands on
ministry services and would re-
quest your partnership with us.
We have an Urgent Year-End
Need. The ministry car with
275,000 miles is no longer avail-
able to serve us. We are praying
for a six cylinder SUV that will
allow us to carry our cross and
equipment when going to presen-
tations. We estimate the cost of a
dependable car to be approxi-
mately $10,000. This need is
urgent!

Please pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide you, and thank you in ad-
vance for your continued prayer
and financial support.

Sunday School
Classes

No Sunday
School on Jan. 2

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults

Pastor’s Class
Choir Room

Early Church
History
H.S. Library

Book of Jonah
Room 114
Youth

High Schooal
(Grades 8-12) -
Room 601
Children
Infant Nursery
and 1's

Room 113

2'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-K5
Room 116

1st—4th Grades
Room 117A

5th—7th Grades
Church Library

JANUARY 2005
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Wednesday
Night Fellowship
Dinner Menu

January 5

Ham

Black Eye Peas
Collard Greens
Corn Bread
Salad

Dessert

January 12

Pork Chops
Red Beans and
Rice

Salad

Bread

Dessert

January 19

Chicken Piccada
Lemon Rice
Steamed Veggies
Bread

Soup

Dessert

January 26

Tortellini Toss w/
Pork

Corn

Herbed Bread
Salad

Dessert

Christ and Culture

The Word Became Hesh
By Justin Woodall

an the beginning was the
Word...and the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us®

At Christmas time we focus a
great deal on the coming of
Christ in Bethlehem. As the
wrapping paper gets thrown
away, and as Preston and Judy
begin to pack up their Christmas
village, it would be wise to reflect
on the incarnation.

The incarnation

is the fancy word “The Word became! yes but

we give tothe en-

tire concept of flesh and the church
Jesus being com- has turned the flesh

pletely God and
becoming
pletely man. It is
very interesting
that the apostle John begins his
gospel, not with a record of Jesus'
birth, but with a description of
the implications of the incarna-
tion. John refers to Jesus as 2the
Word.° He sees Christ as the em-
bodiment of communication from
God. He is the very speech of
God.

What is most curious about this
is that John constantly presents
Jesus as a man of action. He did
not simply speak God's truth
(though he did). He ministered to
the poor, hung around with

com- pack intowords...” [that

drunks, ate dinner with prosti-
tutes. He truly dwelt with the
people of society. He was the doc-
tor who came not for those who
didn't think they had a problem
(the religious) but for those who
knew they were broken (the dregs
of culture). N.T. Wright, a British
theologian, says, ®The Word be-
came flesh, and the church has
turned the flesh back into words:
words of good advice, words of
comfort, words of wisdom and en-

couragement;

what
changes the
world is flesh,

words with skin
on them, words
hug you
and cry with
you and play
with you and love you and rebuke
you and build houses with you
and teach your children in
school .°

We need to be like Christ in the
way that we not only reflect on
God and reveal Him in our
Words, but also in our actions
that the world around us can see.
We need to be known not for the
t-shirts that we wear or the mov-
ies we don't see, but by the way
we love our neighbors and reach
out to the margins of society and
show the love of Christ.
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Children’s Ministry

Sart The New Year With Sunday School
By Jane Lambers

The New Year presents the per-
fect opportunity to start attend-
ing Sunday School or to begin en-
couraging your child in his Sun-
day School memory work. Offered
every Sunday morning at 9:30,
each Sunday School class
offers lessons and activities cre-
ated for your child® age level.

Our class for two and three year
old children will be studying the
Life of Jesus. The children will
learn that God® gift to them is
his Son, Jesus, their Savior. This
class meets in Room 110 and is
taught by Beverly Thomson with
the assistance of Samantha
Jones. The children have been
memorizing the simple questions
and answers of "My First Cate-
chism."

The Preschool Class includes
children who are four years old
through kindergarten students.
Tami Pothoven and Laura Strick-
land teach this class in Room 116
and are beginning a series called
"Living in God® Family," a set of
lessons emphasizing what it
means to be a part of God® fam-
ily and to live as God® child.
Each week the students learn one
catechism question, and the chil-
dren memorize a new Bible verse
every other week.

First through fourth grade stu-
dents meet in Room 117A with
their teachers, Brynn Tiscione
and Jackie Toenes. They learn
one catechism question and one
Bible memory verse each week
and will be studying a group of
lessons entitled "Knowing Jesus."
As they examine stories from Je-
sus' life, the children will learn
who Jesus is and how he wants
us torespond to him.

The Westminster Shorter Cate-
chism is the focus in our 5th-7th
grade class. Ben Lambers teaches
this class in the library and is
presently focusing on the five dis-
tinctives of Calvinism. During
the next several months, the stu-
dents will be examining The
Lord® Prayer and The Ten
Commandments by memorizing
three catechism questions a week
and discussing them in class.

Every two months, the children
visit "The Country Store,” where
they are able to purchase small
toys or candy with points they
earn for attendance, good behav-
ior, learning their Bible verses,
etc. The children look forward to
this reward, and it encourages
them to continue memorizing the
truths presented in the catechism
and to continue hiding God®
Word in their hearts.

Wednesday
Night Activities

Fellowship Dinner
5:30—6:30

Children
GEMS & Cadets
Kingdom Kids
6:30 pm

Youth Group
High School Gym

6:30 pm

Adult Bible
Studies

Women

Precepts
Judy Kneeshaw
H.S. Library
6:30 pm

Power of a Praying
Woman
Nancy Gardner
Parlor
6:30 pm

Men

Purpose Driven
Life
Church Library
6:30 pm

Pastor’s Leadership
Class
Choir Room
6:30 pm

JANUARY 2005
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COMING
SOON!

February 13
GEM S/Cadets
Sunday
February 14

Valentines Day

Session Meeting

Tuesday
January 4

Deacon Meeting

Thursday
January 27

Coming Events

Removing of the Greens

P\ Ligonier

= Ministries

The Apostle Paul makes it clear
that we must grow in spiritual
maturity over the course of our
lives. This maturity is achieved
as the Holy Spirit moves us to
submit to His will through the
diligent practice of the spiritual
disciplines.

In March 2005, Ligonier Minis-
tries will host its 18th annual
National Conference in order to
explore five key disciplines that
contribute to our spiritual
growth. We will examine what
the Bible says about growth, and
we will look at the means God
has given us to bring us to ma-
turity in Christ.

“Unhanging” of the
Greens

We will be taking down the
Christmas decorations in the
sanctuary and fellowship hall af-
ter the service on January 2. A
light lunch will be served, and
then we will pack away the deco-
rations for another year. The
decorations always come down
faster than they go up. So plan
on staying for a little while after
the service on the 2nd to help us
get things 2back to normal.°

5 Keys To Spiritual
Growth

2005 National Conference

March 10-12, 2005
Calvary Assembly—Orlando, AL

Early Bird Registration
(before Jan. 16) - $109 per person

(800) 435-4343

We invite you to spend a few
days in study, discussion, fellow-
ship, worship, and prayer with
fellow believers from all over the
world. It is our hope that you
will understand better the na-
ture and process of spiritual
growth so that you may go on to
maturity.
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SPC Calendar
January 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI AT
1
New Year's
Day
2 3 4 ) 6 7 8
Epiphany Sunday
Church Wed. Night
Unhanging of the Office Programs
Greens Closed Resume
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
New Spring Him, Faith, &
Sunday Shool Philosophy
ClassesBegin 7:00 pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Martin Luther Officers
King Jr. Day Retreat
8:00 AM
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
A
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Seminole Presbyterian Church
6101 N. Habana Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614
(813) 877-6783
church@seminolepca.org
http://www.seminolepca.org

A Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church in America
http://www.pcanet.org

Faithful tothe Scriptures,
Truetothe Reformed Faith,
And Obedient to the Great Commission
of Jesus Christ

CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
Administrative Assistant Danielle Pendergrass Ext 222 spc@seminolepca.org
Business Administrator Jackie Toenes Ext 238 jtoenes@seminolepca.org
Children's Co-Directors Jane Lambers Ext 240 jlambers@seminolepca.org
Cindy Quick Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org
Youth Director Justin Woodall Ext 242 jwoodall @seminolepca.org
Organist Joe DeNitto jdenitto@seminolepca.org
Pianist Rebecca Groomes bgroomes@seminolepca.org
S.W.l1.M. President Cathy Armstrong
OFFICERS
SESSION DIACONATE
Joe DeNitto jdenitto@seminolepca.org Bill Cutler bcutler @seminolepca.org
Bill Earnest bearnest @eminolepca.org Steve Lynn slynn@seminolepca.org
Chip Johnson cjohnson@seminolepca.org Steve Pothoven(Chair) spothoven@seminolepca.org
Preston Kneeshaw pkneeshaw @seminolepca.org Nick Tiscione ntiscione@seminolepca.org
Don Loose dloose@seminolepca.org Bryan Toenes btoenes@seminolepca.org
Gregg Quick (Clerk) gquick@seminolepca.org Tony Yoder tyoder @seminolepca.org
Brian Waugh bwaugh@seminolepca.org
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