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Behold, How These Christians
Love One Another!

As we celebrate Valentine's
Day this month and think
about those we love, we
would do well to reflect on
the love that Jesus said
should be displayed among
Christians. Before Jesus
went to the cross, He gave a
new commandment to His
disciples, the commandment
to love one another. The
apostle Paul reminded his

disciples of this when he
commanded them to owe no
one anything except to love
The

them (Romans 13:8).

“fﬁ-ﬁs s my

' Totme 15:12

apostle John also instructed
the congregations under his
care (I John 3:11) to obey the
message they had received
from the beginning, that we
should love one another.

What would this world ook

like if Christians every-
where obeyed this com-
mandment? Perhaps the

world would take notice as
they did in the early days of
Christianity and say,
“Behold, how these Chris-
tians love one another!”
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Youth Ministry

Shout Out
By Justin Woodall

Child Evange

This month, | would like to depart
from the normal routine for Shout-
out. Usually | use this column to
say something to someone in our
church, but this month | want to
thank the entire administration staff
at the Cambridge School. Despite
the hardships that it places on them,
they have agreed to host the Dream
Center’'s Inner City Experience
again this summer. This provides
an awesome opportunity to partner
with a ministry that is working for
the kingdom in lower income sec-
tions of Tampa. It brings people
from different denominations, states,
and even countries. These trips im-
pact the lives of both the teens and
the people they minister to.

lism Fellowship

Needs Your Help

Child Evangelism Fellowship
needs your help to share the
story of the Wordless Book at the
Florida State Fair, February 10 -
21.

You can volunteer for Child
Evangelism Fellowship at the
Florida State Fair in the follow-
ing ways:

1. Sharing with others using the
Wordless Book (This requires 1
hour of training if you have not

used the Book before).

2. Inviting People to come into
thetent (notraining is necessary)
3. Computer, Data Entry Support
4. Providing Food for the Work-
ers

There are three shifts available;
10 am-2 pm, 2 pm-6 pm or 6 pm-
10 pm.

If you would like to help please
contact C . E . F . at 810-2408 or
909-1914.

PAGE 2

FEBRUARY 2005



Covenant Connections

Report Fom The
HAHnance Committee

On January 17 the newly formed
Finance Committee of SPC met
for the first time to review the
church’s finances. Below are some
of the highlights from that meet-

ing:

1. Offerings for 2004 surpassed
the budget by approximately
$25,000.

2. We finished 2004 with a sur-
plus of $40,000, the first time
we have had a surplus in many
years.

3. About $16,000 of the surplus
was used to retire our debt to
the Cambridge School; the rest
was used to bring our Emer-
gency Fund balance back up to
$50,000.

4. We are working on investing
our idle cash in safe, higher
yielding investment accounts.

5. Wearein the process of replac-
ing our health insurance plan
for fulltime employees since
our existing plan through the
PCA will terminate in March.

Our finances are in much better
shape than they have been for the
past few years. We thank God for
that and pray that He will con-
tinue to give us wisdom to be
faithful stewards over His
church’s funds.

Covenant
Groups

Do you currently belong to a
covenant group at Seminole? |If
not, would you consider joining
one?

Covenant groups are small
groups that meet on a regular ba-
sis for fellowship, prayer, bible
study, etc. The small group set-
ting is perfect for developing
more intimate relationships with
other peoplein the church.

If you would like to know how
you can join a covenant group,
ask Pastor Keen or any of the
elders or call the church office.

Wanted:
Answers To Prayer!

Too often the church prays for
numerous individuals/items with-
out any form of closure. In other
words, when a prayer request is
answered by the Lord, we don’t
take the time to alert those who
have been praying.

Please take the time to notify the
church office when a prayer re-
quest has been answered so that
we have the opportunity to re-
joice with regard to the mighty
acts of God!

QUR_GN\T;G:

HAnancial
Summary

Jan 1 —Dec 31,
2004

Total Offerings
$413,986

Total Expenses
$373,556

Net Changeln
General Fund
$40,430

Offerings Budgeted
for February 2005
$32,064

Needed Weekly
$8,016

“[Procvers
mswoered!
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February
Birthdays

Josh Hawes
Mildred Allen
Matthew Storey
Celeste Fretto
Jackie Toenes
Daniel Nordgren
Grace Keen
Clayton Hobart
LizBlue

Lois Callen
Alex Johnson
Connie Trim
Don Loose
James Hawes
John Hawes
David Gardner
Thea De La Rosa
Chip Johnson
Sarah Zak

John Beckel

Kylie VanderPloeg

Covenant Connections

SW.I.M. Lessons
(Seminole Women In Ministry)

SWIM is proud to announce a new ministry:

Have you ever wished for an opportunity to get to know other
women in the church better?

Do you want to use your skillsto serve others?

We know you do! Based on theresults of a survey we con-
ducted, we are offering “S.W.l.M. Lessons” as a response to
some of your thoughts and suggestions.

What: Each month, the S.W.I.M. Lesson will be an activity that will
either promote fellowship between the ladies of the church, or call the
ladies together tofill a need in our community.

When: S.W.I.M. Lessons will be held on the last Saturday of each
month. Look for more details in the bulletin on Sundays and in future
newsletters!

A Little Humor Fom Beverly Thomson

Gladys Dunn was new in town
and decided to visit the church
nearest to her new apartment.

Finally it was over.
After the service,
she turned to a still
sleepy-looking gen-
tleman next to her,
extended her hand
and said, "I@ Gladys Dunn."

She appreciated the pretty sanc-
tuary and the music by the
choir, but the sermon went on
and on. Worse, it wasn®
very interesting. Glancing
around, she saw many in the
congregation nodding off.

He replied, "You and me both!"

Brought to you by GCFL.net
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Covenant Connections
Generous Donations Given For

Purchase of Tables And China
By Cathy Armstrong

£Y SWIM  would
—== |ike to express
our thanks to
our Lord and
to Grace Mor-
ton for her gen-
erous donation
that allowed for SWIM® purchase
of 19 round tables for use during
Seminole and SWIM events. The
donation was made in loving
memory of Grace® husband, Jack,
who cooked for the church and
school for a number of years. The
ability to purchase the tables is a
long-awaited answer to prayer, as
SWIM has always had to rent
round tables for our events.
Round tables will provide more
space for table settings as well as
seating arrangements more con-
ducive to fellowship for church-
wide and SWIM gatherings. The
tables will easily seat 150 people
and were immediately used
for the SWIM Christmas Brunch
and the Seminole Family Christ-
mas Dinner.

Anonymous donations also made
possible the purchase of 150 set-
tings of beautiful Christmas china
and also of dishes appropriate for
year-round use at our events. Pre-
viously we have always had to
piece together place settings from

our own personal collections for
each event, creating a great
deal of extra work along with the
challenge of making the settings
look coordinated. We so appreci-
ate these much-needed gifts and
will look forward to enjoying
them and using them for God®
work for many years to come.

New Hearts

Outreach:
Help Wanted

Mark Culligan, a local mission-
ary supported by our church,isin
need of volunteers to help with
some office work such as filing,
setting files, and organizing re-
sour ces.

New Hearts Outreach Ministry is
also seeking a part-time office
manager/bookkeeper. Necessary
skills include: desktop publish-
ing knowledge, computer literacy,
good communication skills, and
good organizational skills. This
position has the potential to de-
velop into a full-time employment
opportunity. |If interested in ei-
ther, call Mark at 244-6315 or e-
mail your resume to
newhearts@diditbetter.com.

February
Anniversaries

2/13—Steve and
Kimberly Lynn

2/21—Johnny and
Glenda Fellows

2/25—Ron and
Cindy Quick

2/28—John and
Marilyn Horst

As part of our ef-
fort to make our
guests and family
feel welcome each
week as they come
to worship, we are
recruiting greeters
for each Sunday
morning before the
worship service. If
you would like to
serve in this minis-
try, please call
Gerrie Byrne at
966-5000.

FEBRUARY 2005
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Sunday School

Classes

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults

Pastor’s Class
Choir Room

Early Church
History
H.S. Library

Book of Jonah
Room 114
Youth

High School
(Grades 8-12) -
Room 601
Children
Infant Nursery
and 1's

Room 113

2’'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-K5
Room 116

1st—4th Grades
Room 117A

5th—7th Grades
Church Library

Covenant Connections
“Light Reading”
By Bryan Toenes

Read any good books lately? If you are looking for good reading mate-
rial and would also like to sharpen your knowledge of theology, here
are a few selections from our church library that you might find worth
your while.

Thelsrae of God by O. Palmer Robertson . PALMER ROBERTSON

Do you really want to understand what l I “
the Bible says about the nation of Israel ISI{ALL
and her place in God’s future prophetic
program? Forget all the hype from the OF GOD
bestseller’s list! This fairly easy to under-
stand book by O. Palmer Robertson is a
concise, biblical explanation of God’s plan
for Israel and the church from a Reformed
perspective.

~ Children of the Promise by Randy Booth
nlclren

S Why do Presbyterians baptize their

S romisc

children? Does the Bible give us any
guidance on the issue of infant baptism?
Randy Booth, a former Baptist, explains
in layman’s terms the biblical case for
infant baptism and the place that our
| el children have in God’s covenant.

Holiness by J.C. Ryle
WOLINEgg

J.C. Ryle

Hebrews 12:14 says that no one will see
the Lord without holiness. The late Angli-
can Bishop J.C. Ryle sets out to show just
what holiness really is. This work, which
was first published in 1879 and considered
a classic of Christian literature, is still
widely read and adored today.

Tty Matwrr, Hindrason, Difsmlrin, e Reats
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Missonsand Outreach

MTW Focuses Relief Bfforts on Si Lanka
Mission To The World

Dear Disaster Response friends
and participants,

Good News! We have received a
report from the Advance Needs
Assessment Team in Sri Lanka.
They report that there is much
devastation, but also many other
relief agencies on the ground.
They are visiting a number of dif-
ferent regions in Sri Lanka and
will be providing a counseling
seminar, dealing with both post-
trauma and spiritual issues, for
the people in a northern province.
We don® anticipate needing to
send medical teams after the first
two teams this month, but we will
probably begin to send other
types of teams that focus on re-
building, counseling, and dealing
with community health issues.

Please continue to be in prayer as
we make decisions about the op-
portunities for response in Sri
Lanka, as well as India and Thai-
land. Also, please remember to
pray for the counseling seminar.

Thank you for your continued
prayer. We hope that through
this, the grace of God will be evi-
dent to the people of Southern
Asia.

Asia Tsunami
Disaster Relief

PRAY.

Pray for the physical and emotional
needs of those millions of affected
people, and most of all for their spiri-
tual response to the Lord.

GIVE.

Donate online or call 866-373-
6133 toll freeto make a credit
card donation (8:00 a.m. to 5:00

p.m.).

Please make checks out to MTW

and designate "093978-99120412"

on the memo line. Thank you!

Donations address
Mission tothe World
P.O. Box 116284
Atlanta, GA 30368-6284

GO

IMDIA Jafinam
| SN
O Trincomales
SRI
ColombaO LANKA
Indian
Ocean

We are continuing
our ongoing collec-
tion of items for
our adopted
troops in Iraq.
Donations, includ-
ing notes and
cards, may be left
in the footlocker
under the bulletin
board.

If you would
rather make a
cash donation for
this project, you
may do so by plac-
ing it in an enve-
lope on Sundays
or sending it to
Jackie in the busi-
ness office.

Updates and mes-

sages received
from Beast Bri-
gade  will be

placed on the bul-
letin board by the
Fellowship Hall.
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Wednesday
Night Fellowship
Dinner Menu

February 2

Spaghetti
Carrots
Garlic Bread
Salad
Dessert

February 9

Cuban Sand-
wiches
Spanish Bean
Soup

1905 Salad
Cuban Bread
Dessert

February 16

PepperJack Meat-
| oaf

Baked Potatoes
Steamed Broccoli
Buttermilk Bis-
cuits

Salad

Dessert

February 23

Ham

Mac & Cheese
Greenbeans w/ to-
matoes

Dinner rolls
Salad

Dessert

Christ and Culture

Cupid and Clive Saple
By Justin Woodall

As February approaches, you are
probably familiar with both of
these names but only recognize
one. Cupid, of course, is the
mythical god of love. Clive Staple
is the given name of an Oxford
literature professor and author
whom we know as C.S. Lewis.

Now what do these two have in
common? C.S. Lewis rewrote the
myth of Cupid in a book titled
Till We All Have Faces. This book
isnot nearly as popular as Lewis’
Chronicles of Narnia or his Space
Trilogy. Nevertheless, many crit-
ics consider it his best work.

The story of Cupid
sees him wed to a
. bride who is forbidden

22 to see him. He comes
to her at night in the
castle he has made for

her (as a side note, Phantom of
the Opera is based on the myth of
Cupid). Cupid provides every-
thing that his bride, whose name
is Psyche, could possibly desire.
Yet through her own curiosity,
she hides a lantern underneath
her bed. When Cupid comes to
her that night, she pulls out the
lantern and sees her husband for
the first time. She is transfixed
by his beauty, and he is enraged
at her lack of trust. In Lewis’ re-
write Psyche is influenced to do

this by her older sister, a queen.
In both stories, Psyche is ban-
ished to wander the earth
unloved, unwed, and haunted by
the memory of her beautiful hus-
band.

In Lewis’ book he draws our at-
tention to the parallels between
this story and the mystical (not
mythical) relationship between
Christ and His church. We are
the bride who is loved and cared
for by an unseen lover. Psyche
wanted all mystery removed from
her relationship with Cupid, but
the beauty of our mystic union
with Christ is the mystery. We
can spend our entire lives plumb-
ing the depths of the Holy One re-
vealed by scripture and not ex-
haust a fraction of our mystic
lover.
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Children’s Ministry

GEMSand Cadets Sunday
By Jane Lambers

Sunday, February 13 has been
designated as G.E.M.S. and Ca-
dets Sunday.

The ministry of GEMS Girls©
Clubs has been serving churches
for over forty-five years. It is non-
denominational with club partici-
pation in several different de-
nominations and non-
denominational churches
throughout the United States
and Canada. Curriculum is devel-
oped from a reformed perspec-
tive. Our local club is part of a
national organization in which
girls are encouraged to learn
about God, His Word, His world
and their own talents and gift

The Calvinist Cadet Corps is an
independent (non -
denominational) youth ministry
organization whose purpose is to
provide the local church with a
ministry program that will en-
able them to effectively share
Christ® love with boys from their
church and community. Its
stated goal is to build tomorrow®
leaders today and to bring boys
into a living relationship with Je-
sus Christ so that they will serve
and love Him always.

We will be taking up a special of-
fering on the 13th (in addition to
our weekly offering) to send to
the national organizations for
these two ministries. If God is
leading you to give toward these
ministries, please be sure to
mark on your envelope how much
is designated for this special of-
fering.

Wednesday
Night Activities

Fellowship Dinner
5:30—6:30

Children
GEMS & Cadets
Kingdom Kids
6:30 pm

Youth Group
High School Gym

6:30 pm

Adult Bible
Studies

Women

Precepts
Judy Kneeshaw
H.S. Library
6:30 pm

Power of a Praying
Woman
Nancy Gardner
Parlor
6:30 pm

Men

Purpose Driven
Life
Church Library
6:30 pm

Pastor’s Leadership
Class
Choir Room
6:30 pm

FEBRUARY 2005
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March 27

Easter Sunday

Session Meeting

Tuesday
February 1

Deacon Meeting

Thursday
February 24

Coming Events

“Dining Out With Dad”
By Nancy Gardner

We would like to help make a
“memory” in the lives of the fa-
thers and daughters of Seminole.
Therefore at seven o'clock Satur-
day, February 26, 2005, we would
like to invite any and all dads or
granddads to bring their “special”
daughters or granddaughters to
an evening of dining by candle-
light and roses.

Our desire is to create an atmos-
phere that will “never be forgot-
ten,” a time that each daughter
will feel that she indeed is pre-
cious. Dad or Granddad, you can
make this happen by making a
reservation at 884-7934 or 998-
3432 and speaking to Nancy.

Dinner (including a corsage for
each girl) is $8.00. Reservations
must be made by Saturday, Feb-
ruary 19.

To make “Dining Out With Dad”
happen for our fathers and
daughters, we need help. Please
pray and see if you might be able
to be used to help create this spe-
cial event.

Our Needs:

4-5 people towork in the kitchen
5-6 people to serve dinner

1 person to take pictures

1 person to play music or piano
4-5 people to decorate (Saturday
morning)

3-4 people to help

make  corsages

(Friday night)

You may contact
Nancy Gardner
with any questions
at 884-7934.

Current Bvents

Now you can stay up to date with
all of the current events at the
church by going on-line to our web
page. Gotothe “Events” button on
the left side of the screen, and you
can get the latest schedule of
events including Wednesday night
menus. You can also get a nice
printable calendar.

Thanks to
Steve Potho-
ven for his
hard work in
making these
upgrades to
our website.
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SPC Calendar
February 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 )
Film, Faith,
& Philosophy
7:00 pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Ash
Wednesday
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
GEMS / Cadets
Sunday
Valentine's
Day
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
SWIM
Lesson
Dining Out
With Dad
27 28
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CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen
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Business Administrator Jackie Toenes
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Cindy Quick
Youth Director Justin Woodall
Organist Joe DeNitto
Pianist Rebecca Groomes

S.W.|.M. President

Joe DeNitto

Bill Earnest

Chip Johnson
Preston Kneeshaw
Don Loose

Gregg Quick (Clerk)
Brian Waugh

Cathy Armstrong

Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
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Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org
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jdenitto@seminolepca.org
bgroomes@seminolepca.org

OFFICERS
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