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He Is Not Here, He Is Risen!

Apostle John

That which was from the be-
ginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we
have looked at and our
hands have touched-this we
proclaim concerning the
Word of life. The life ap-
peared; we have seen it and
testify toit, and we proclaim
toyou the eternal life, which
was with the Father and has
appeared to us. (I John 1:1-
2)

Apostle Peter

We did not follow cleverly
invented stories when we
told you about the power
and coming of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, but we were eye-
witnesses of his majesty...
We ourselves heard this
voice that came from heaven
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when we were with him on
the sacred mountain. (I Pe-
ter 1:16,18)

Apostle Paul

For what | received | passed
on to you as of first impor-
tance: that Christ died for
our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was bur-
ied, that he was raised on
the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Peter, and then
to the Twelve... and last of
all he appeared to me also...
(I Corinthians 15:3-5,8)

Jesus Christ

...And you will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.
(Acts 1:8b)
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Devotional

Daily Portions from Joseph Philpot
By Seve Srickland

"Herein is my Father glorified,
that you bear much fruit; so shall
you be my disciples." —John 15:8

The bearing of much fruit not
only brings glory to God, but
proves such rich fruit-bearers to
be genuine disciples of the Lord
Jesus. Now, though there is no
merit in their bearing fruit, they
sometimes get comfort from it, as
proving an abiding union with
Christ. "If you keep my com-
mandments, you shall abide in
my love; even as | have kept my
Father's commandments and
abide in his love." There is no
maintaining of holy confidence in
the soul but by walking in godly
obedience; nor can there be any
true spiritual communion with
God while the guilt of disobedi-
ence lies hard and heavy on the
conscience. To make straight
paths for our feet; to walk in the
fear of God; to live to his glory,
are not only sweet tests of genu-
ine discipleship, but faith, hope,
and love cannot be maintained
without them.

And yet if we know anything of
what gospel fruit is, and what we
are as poor, vile sinners, must we
not too often put our mouth in
the dust? Instead of rejoicing in
our fruitfulness, must we not of-
ten rather lament our barren-

ness, and cry out, "My leanness,
my leanness, woe unto me!" Still,
if we see and feel a deficiency in
these points in ourselves and oth-
ers, and, comparing our hearts,
lips, and lives with the word of
truth, must plead guilty, shall
this utterly discourage us? No.
This very discouragement may
prove of service to us. It is good,
at times, to be discouraged; be-
cause it makes us learn that
"without Christ we can do noth-
ing," and that it is only by his
grace that we can produce fruit to
his glory. It is, therefore, good to
see and feel our barrenness and
unfruitfulness; for it is this very
sight and sense of our own want
of fruit that leads us in earnest
desires to the Lord Jesus Christ
to work in us to will and to do of
his own good pleasure.
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Covenant Connections

New Members

We are delighted to welcome the
Koehler Family into the member-
ship of our church! D.J. and his
wife Delie recently moved from
Clearwater to Wesley Chapel. The
Koehler's were members of Christ
Community Presbyterian Church
for four years prior to their move.
They have two children: Caleb,
who will be five in July, and Mi-
kayla, who just turned a year old.
Delie is a "professional mom" and
D.J. works as a computer consult-
ant.

Christian Education
Committee

The Christian Education Commit-
tee (formerly known as the Adult
Nurture Team) met with Pastor
Keen on February 9 to begin for-
mulating a comprehensive plan to
present to the Session to enhance
the education ministry at Semi-
nole.

Some of the highlights of the
meeting were:

1) Planning to better integrate
the existing areas of the adult
education ministry: Sunday
school, Wednesday nights, and
covenant groups

Session Notes

1) January contributions were
8K above budget!

2) Justin Woodall was taken
"under care" (status prior to li-
censure and ordination) by the
Southwest Florida Presbytery at
their February 12 Stated Meeting
in Sarasota. Justin began his
studies at R.T.S./Orlando on
Monday, January 31.

3) Pastor Keen will attend the
General Assembly of the P.C.A.
(June 14-17) in Chattanooga, TN.
Please pray for all Teaching and
Ruling Elders attending this
year’s assembly.

4) A Policy for the Reception of
New Church Members was pro-
posed and adopted.

5) The Session is actively seeking
additional music personnel to
oversee all aspects of SPC's music
ministry (i.e., choir, choral/
instrumental ensembles, etc.).

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

3) Encourage the congregation to
come to us with any sugges-
tions or ideas to improve the

HAnancial
Summary

Jan 1 —Jan 31,
2005

Total Offerings
$40,831

Total Expenses
$31,602

Net Changeln
General Fund
$9,229

Offerings Budgeted
for March 2005
$34,126

Needed Weekly
$8,532

2) Recruit a few more members to education ministry of our
the committee, particularly church
<'r/\%
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March
Birthdays

4 Robert Byrne

5 Jean Mathis

5 Conchita Tucker

5 Asjia Sutherland
6 Alina Sanchez

11 Rebecca Armstrong
12 Susan Smith

13 Marilyn Horst

15 Ann Quillian

17 Virginia Dohle

18 Thomas McArthur
21 Donna Carrillo
22 Kit Rackham

25 Hazel Walden

27 Ralph Colbert

28 Bill Alboth

29 Daniel Fernandez
29 Diane Keen

30 Bunny Loose

Covenant Connections

Carving Out An Identity of Our Own

Pastor Keen and the officers of
the church continue to work to-
gether on developing the church’s
vision and defining who we are as
a congregation of the church of
Jesus Christ.

The elders and deacons met with
Pastor Keen on January 22 for an
officer’s retreat held off campus.
During that time of prayer and
discussion, Pastor Keen assigned
each officer the task of creating a
vision statement to be shared
and discussed with the other offi-
cers. That is in preparation for
the next scheduled retreat on

Saturday, April 2. Ultimately we
want to define our identity as a
church, our vision, our core val-
ues, and our philosophy of minis-

try.

As we continue to meet periodi-
cally and work behind the scenes,
we ask for the congregation to
keep Pastor Keen, the Session,
and the Diaconate in your
prayers. We are seeking God’'s
will for the future of Seminole.
Pray for unity and the discern-
ment to hear His voice when He
speaksto us.
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5 "Our church's distinctive is to be a church of grace.
i If anyone can't adhere to that,
B we simply ask the person to leave.”
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Covenant Connections

Roof Replacement To Begin Soon

The Deacons are pleased to an-
nounce that we are moving for-
ward with the replacement of the
sanctuary roof. We have hired
Gold Seal Roofing & Construction
to do the job, which we hope to be-
gin in late March or early April.
The entire project should be com-
pleted in less than four weeks.

Some of the details about the
work include:

The Passion of the Christ

Thanks to
the kind do-
nation of
one of our
members,
the church
library now
has a VHS
copy of The
Passion of
the Christ,
the 2004
Mel Gibson production that took
the box office by storm.

If you would like to view the film,
stop by the library (across from
the church office). The rules for
checking out materials are posted
inside.

Remove existing shingles and
repair any rotten wood

Install 30 yr dimensional fun-
gus resistant shingles
Re-paint the steeple
Water-proof the windows
around the sanctuary

Replace the gutters

The total cost of the project is ex-
pected to come in a little bit over
$50,000. The funding for the pro-
ject will come primarily from two
sources. One is the operating
surplus that we are running for
2005. For the first two months of
this year we expect that to be
about $20,000. Secondly, the
Cambridge School has agreed to
pay half of the cost up to $60,000.
The remainder can come from the
facilities fund, the emergency
fund, or special donations.

We are thankful to God for pro-
viding the funds as well as the
contractor willing to take on this
project at a time when so many
roofers are busy with hurricane
repairs. Please pray that this
project can begin and end on time
and that we can work out the lo-
gistics with the daily operations
of the Cambridge School.

Your Deacons

March
Anniversaries

3/8—Matthew and
Dawn Waters

3/18—Gregg and
Sally Quick

3/30—Tony and
Carole Yoder

As part of our ef-
fort to make our
guests and family
feel welcome each
week as they come
to worship, we are
recruiting greeters
for each Sunday
morning before the
worship service. |f
you would like to
serve in this minis-
try, please call
Gerrie Byrne at
966-5000.
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Sunday School
Classes

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults

Pastor’s Class
Choir Room

Early Church
History
H.S. Library

Book of James
Room 114
Youth

High School
(Grades 8-12) -
Room 601
Children
Infant Nursery
and 1's

Room 113

2’'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-K5
Room 116

1st—4th Grades
Room 117A

5th—7th Grades
Church Library

Christ and Culture

The Gates
By Justin Woodall

This past month New York’s Cen-
tral Park hosted a huge art pro-
ject known as The Gates. You
may have seen The Gates on TV,
but if you didn’t, they were miles
and miles of bright orange arches
with bright orange fabric hanging
from the arches. If you asked
New Yorkers what they thought,
you found a city divided. Some
people hated them; others
thought that it was brilliant.

So why do |

bring up The

Gates in

Seminole

Pres.? This

new form of

artwork is a

good way of

understand-

ing the cul-

ture in which

we live.

Years ago art was something that
had beauty, and that beauty en-
dured. Look at the paintings of
Rembrandt, Michelangelo, and
Da Vinci. These are pieces of art
that can be endured and enjoyed
by all generations.

The new trend in art isnot to cre-
ate enduring beauty, but one
time, non-repeatable, experiential
events. This is not just a picture

of the art world, but also a pic-
ture of the culture as a whole.
Dr. Leonard Sweet, in his book
Postmodern Pilgrims, describes
postmodernity with the acronym
EPIC. E stands for experiential,
which means that we like to get
caught up in things. P repre-
sents participatory, which differs
from experiential in the same
way that a movie (experiential)
differs from a fair (participatory).
| is for im-
age-driven.
This empha-
sizes our af-
finity to im-
ages, both
literally and
symboli-
cally. TheC
in EPIC
represents
communal.
This lifeview
sees itself as part of a bigger pic-
ture. We would never consider
making a big decision apart from
the advice of our friends. We like
to experience things in groups
and talk about them afterwards.

Using this rubric, The Gates are
a quintessential example of post-
modern art. They are experien-
tial, participatory, image-driven,
and communal.

PAGE 6

MARCH 2005



Missonsand Outreach

Be Careful What You Pray For!
By Nick Tiscione

Marc and Aline Mailloux are mis-
sionaries with our denominational
world mission organization--
Mission tothe World. They minis-
ter tothe French speaking popula-
tion in south Florida and the Car-
ibbean through radio broadcasts
and leadership training. The fol-

There are many in the French is-
lands where the leadership hasn’t
kept up with the church’s rapid
numerical growth. Indeed many
Antillais pastors have no theo-

logical training whatsoever.
Hence, the importance of the
IONA program. It is far more
cost-effective to bring seminary
training to the islands than to up-
root the island believers to send
them to seminary in Europe or
the U.S. Having said that, travel
totheislands is expensive. We re-
cently lost one of our supporters
whose generous giving almost
single-handedly kept us afloat in
2004. So we need to find new sup-
porters to continue with the pro-
gram and expand it to the other
French-speaking islands, and
even to French Guyana where ea-
ger believers anxiously await in-
struction in the Word.

A little anecdote in closing: on the
very day we prayed, a la Jabez,
that the Lord would “enlarge our
territory” (1 Chron. 4:9) thinking

lowing is an excerpt from their
most recent letter. Stop by the
outreach bulletin board on your
way into church and pick up a
copy of the full, unabridged letter
from Marc as well as many of the
other missionaries that you help
to support through Seminole!

of the needs of the other French
Caribbean islands, we received a
proposal from brethren in Sene-
gal, west Africa (where the situa-
tion is apparently similar; i.e.,
numerical church growth but a
dearth of biblical training) for an
occasional teaching seminar
there! One must be careful how
he prays.

Praise:
For the Lord’s continued
blessings on our children’s

health, studies, etc.

For the sweet savor of family
time over the holidays

For the privilege of feeding
some of His Antillean sheep

Pray:

For the spiritual welfare of
our spiritually indifferent
older son

That the Lord would lead us
to those with whom He would
associate usin thiswork

For provision for our son
Calix’ aviation training

We are continuing
our ongoing collec-
tion of items for
our adopted
troops in Iraq.
Donations, includ-
ing notes and
cards, may be left
in the footlocker
under the bulletin
board.

If you would
rather make a
cash donation for
this project, you
may do so by plac-
ing it in an enve-
lope on Sundays
or sending it to
Jackie in the busi-
ness office.

Updates and mes-

sages received
from Beast Bri-
gade  will be

placed on the bul-
letin board by the
Fellowship Hall.
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Wednesday
Night Fellowship
Dinner Menu

March 2:

Teriyaki Chicken
Mixed Veggies
Mashed Potatoes
Salad

Bread

Apple Pandowdy

March 9:

Creamy
Enchiladas
Corn

Taco Salad
Fresh Baked
Cookies

March 16:

Pizza
Breadsticks
Garden Salad
Ice Cream/
Klondike Bars

March 24
(Thursday):

Turkey Tetrazzini
Baby Carrots
Herb/Garlic Bread
Salad

Carrot Cake

March 30:

Cuban Roast Pork
Black Beans w/
Yellow Rice
Cuban Bread
Salad

Lemon Yogurt
Torte

Children’s Ministry

Come On Down To The Ranch
By Jane Lambers

We are excited to announce our
choice for this year's Vacation Bi-
ble School: Ranch House Kids--
Adventure of the Open Door.
Each day we'll travel tothe Circle
"G" Ranch, where the "G" stands
for God and where the children
will learn that God's love never
ends. Each day the children
will sing songs, do crafts, play
games, and see Bible stories
dramatized from both the Old
and New Testaments.

This year's Vacation Bible School
will be held from June 6-10 with
one important change--we'll be
meeting from 6:00-8:00 in the
evening. By moving our Bible
School to the evening, we hope to
include families who are not able
to bring their children here dur-
ing the day because they are ei-
ther working or their children are
involved in other summer activi-
ties. We also hope that more of
our church members will be able
to volunteer since we'll be meet-
ing after most people get home
from work. To make attending
even easier, Jackie Toenes has
agreed to serve dinner from 5:00-
6:00 every evening. There will be
a nominal fee for the meals on
Monday through Thursday, but
on Friday night we'll all celebrate
with a party, program, and free
barbecue!

We would like each member of
the church to be involved with
Vacation Bible School in at least
one way this year. Here are a
number of opportunities:

*Drawing and painting our back-
drops and scenes.

*Gathering items to help decorate
our rooms--cowboy boots, horse-
shoes, ropes, cowboy hats, un-
decorated Christmas trees .

*Supervising and assisting the
children during crafts, games,
and the Bible story.

*Acting as a guide for a small
number of kids--we would love to
have a number of dads as guides
this year!

*Helping to clean up after one of
our dinners.

*Helping with cleanup on Friday
night.

*Donating supplies for crafts or
snacks.

*Registering children the first
evening and welcoming visiting
families throughout the week.

friends and
(Continued on page 9)

*Inviting your
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Youth Ministry

Shout Out
By Justin Woodall

Ranch (Continued)

(Continued from page 8)
neighbors and offering to give
them aride.

Please join us in praying now for
Seminole's Vacation Bible
School--that this week will be a
wonderful time of fellowship for
our church family and an open
door to the gospel for many fami-
lies.

What takes 900 feet of painter’s
tape and four hours to set up?
The Labyrinth. And | never could
have done it on my own had | not
had the help of Richard and
Sarah Zak, John Venzor, and
Thea De La Rosa. They gave up
four hours of one of their Thurs-
day nights, sacrificing hearing
“the Donald” say “You're Fired”,
so that they could hear “the
Justin” say “um... we need more
tape”. On top of this, the only
wages they received were a cou-
ple of pieces of pizza. They helped
create an experience that affected
not only their own lives, but
those of nearly 30 youth who par-
ticipated on Sunday night. This
was truly an EPIC event, and
they deserve thanks.

Wednesday
Night Activities

Fellowship Dinner
5:30—6:30

Children
GEMS & Cadets
Kingdom Kids
6:30 pm

Youth Group
High School Gym

6:30 pm

Adult Bible
Studies

Women

Precepts
Judy Kneeshaw
H.S. Library
6:30 pm

Power of a Praying
Woman
Nancy Gardner
Parlor
6:30 pm

Men

Purpose Driven
Life
Church Library
6:30 pm

Pastor’s Leadership
Class
Choir Room
6:30 pm

MARCH 2005
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AGENDA

Session Meeting

Tuesday
March 1

Deacon Meeting

Thursday
March 31

Coming Events

Holy Week Activities

Maundy Thursday
Tenebrae Service

On the evening of March 24 at
6:30 pm we will observe our an-
nual Tenebrae service. Maundy
Thursday commemorates the
night of the Last Supper and the
final commandment that Jesus
gave to His disciples before His
death: to love one another.

The Tenebrae service is also
known as a Service of Darkness.
We meditate on the Scriptures as
they are read throughout the lit-
urgy. As the service progresses,
the candles are gradually extin-
guished until only one candle
(known as the Christ candle) re-
mains. During this service we
will also observe the sacrament of
holy communion.

Easter Sunrise Service

Rise and shine bright and early
on Easter Sunday morning at
8:30 and join us for our annual
Sunrise service conducted by our
youth under the
direction of
Justin Woodall.

Weather permit-
ting we meet un-
der the trees in
front of the high .
school library.

Stay tuned for SerVIce
further details.

Easter Breakfast

Immediately after the Sunrise
service we will gather in the Fel-
lowship Hall for our annual
Easter breakfast. Sunday school
classes will be cancelled for that
morning so that we can all gather
together for food and fellowship.

Following the breakfast is our
regular Sunday morning worship
service at 11:00. Be sure to stay
and welcome the guests who join
us for worship.
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SPC Calendar
March 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 )
Film, Faith,
& Philosophy
7:00 pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
St. Patrick’s
Day
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Maundy
Wed Night Thursday
Activities
Cancelled Tenebrae
Service - 6:30
27 28 29 30 31

Easter Sunday

Sunrise Service
8:30 am followed by
breakfast
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Seminole Presbyterian Church
6101 N. Habana Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614

(813) 877-6783

church@seminolepca.org
http://www.seminolepca.org

A Congregation of the

Presbyterian Church in America

http://www.pcanet.org

Faithful tothe Scriptures,
Truetothe Reformed Faith,
And Obedient tothe Great Commission

of Jesus Christ

CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen
Administrative Assistant Danielle Pendergrass
Business Administrator Jackie Toenes
Children’s Co-Directors Jane Lambers

Cindy Quick
Youth Director Justin Woodall
Organist Joe DeNitto
Pianist Rebecca Groomes

S.W.|.M. President

Joe DeNitto

Bill Earnest

Chip Johnson
Preston Kneeshaw
Don Loose

Gregg Quick (Clerk)
Brian Waugh

Cathy Armstrong

Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
Ext 222 spc@seminolepca.org

Ext 238 jtoenes@seminolepca.org
Ext 240 jlambers@seminolepca.org
Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org
Ext 242 jwoodall @seminolepca.org

jdenitto@seminolepca.org
bgroomes@seminolepca.org

OFFICERS

SESSION

jdenitto@seminolepca.org
bearnest @eminolepca.org
cjohnson@seminolepca.org
pkneeshaw @seminolepca.org
dloose@seminolepca.org
gquick@eminolepca.org
bwaugh@seminolepca.org

DIACONATE
Bill Cutler bcutler @seminolepca.org
Steve Lynn slynn@seminolepca.org
Steve Pothoven(Chair) spothoven@seminolepca.org
Nick Tiscione ntiscione@seminolepca.org
Bryan Toenes btoenes@seminolepca.org
Tony Yoder tyoder @seminolepca.org
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