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Developing Vision 
By Pastor John Keen 

“Vision” is an interest ing 
word, and one often em-
ployed by Chr ist ians to de-
scr ibe the supposed move-
ments of God in a par t icular  
sphere of the church (i .e., de-
nominat ion, a geographical 
dist r ict , local church, etc.). 
I n  Sacr ed Scr i p t u r e, 
“visions” are most  often as-
sociated with metaphysical 
images of future events (e.g., 
Daniel  interpreted visions 
for  several  kings while in ex-
i le, and the Apost le Paul ex-
per ienced a vision of a man 
tel l ing him to, “come over  to 
Macedonia” to assist  in the 
proclamat ion of the gospel). 
When thinking about vision, 
i t  is cr i t ical  to make the dis-
t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n 

“ i n s p i r a t i o n ”  a n d 
“i l luminat ion” wi th regard to 
how God speaks to us. I nspi-
rat ion is the special abi l i ty 
God gave to men in order  to 
wr i te Sacred Scr ipture, and 
I l luminat ion is a gi ft  to al l  
bel ievers (via the Holy 
Spir i t ) enabling us to under-
stand Sacred Scr ipture. Ma-
jor  problems (and heresies) 
develop when we get  these 
two important  concepts con-
fused, as you can imagine. 
 
Obviously, since the comple-
t ion of the canon (the Bible), 
we Chr ist ians are no longer  
in need of special, extraordi-
nary “visions” of things to 
come. I ndeed, according to 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Devotiona l 

“ Our Beloved Physic ian”  
By Dr. Robert Hawker 

APRIL 2005 

"The beloved physician." Col. 
4:14.  

My soul , catch a thought  of what 
the apost le speaks here about  the 
servants of the Master . And 
think of the Master ! I f Luke the 
physician was beloved, how much 
more so ought  Jesus to be by you 
in this beaut i ful picture. The Son 
of God came, as the great  physi-
cian of the soul , to heal  al l  who 
were diseased, to bind up the bro-
ken hear ted, to give sight  to the 
bl ind, to set  at  l iber ty those who 
are bruised, and to proclaim the 
acceptable year  of the Lord.  

My soul , do you know Jesus in 
this tender  and affect ionate of-
fice? Has he examined you in 
your  i l lness, and told you his di-
agnosis? And are you, through 
his mercy, restored to heal th? Be-
cause of your  shame and fear , 
you would never  have made 
known your  case to him, i f he had 
not  fi rst , of his own free accord, 
cal led upon you. Has he done so? 
Have you heard him ask the ten-
der  quest ion, "Wi l l  you be made 
whole?" And have you rejoiced to 
come under his care? Do you 
know what  i t  is to have his blood 
appl ied to heal  the wounds of sin, 
his r ighteousness to cover  them, 
his grace to refresh under  them, 
and his Name as ointment 

poured for th, to pur i fy you from 
al l  uncleanness?  

Moreover , has Jesus dispensed to 
you freely his remedies, wi thout  
payment , wi thout  money, and 
without  pr ice? And does he do al l  
this, and a thousand affect ionate 
offices beside, which belong to the 
physician, cal l ing himself by that  
endear ing name, Jehovah Rapha, 
I  am the Lord who heals you? No 
longer  let  i t  be said, then, "I s 
there no balm in Gi lead; no phy-
sician there?" But  tel l  to every 
poor  sin-sick soul , Jesus is the be-
loved physician, who visi ts the 
poor  and the needy, and heals 
every kind of sickness, and al l  
types of disease among the peo-
ple, he has healed me.  

Devot ional cour tesy of 
Steve Str ickland 
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Covenant Connec tions 

Churc h History  
Sunday Sc hool 

 
The adult  Sunday School class in 
Ear ly Church History is cont inu-
ing under  the direct ion of Deacon 
Bryan Toenes. This class wi l l  re-
sume after  Easter  and cont inue 
through the fi rst  1,000 years of 
Chr ist iani ty. Topics covered wi l l  
include the victory of Chr ist iani ty 
over  heathenism, the r ise of mo-
nast icism and the papacy, the doc-
t r inal  cont roversies, the church 
counci ls, the worship and ar t  of 
the church, and the missionary 
work of the church to the barbar-
ian t r ibes of Europe. 

Offic ers’ Retreat 
 
Please be in prayer  for  the elders 
and deacons who wil l  meet wi th 
Pastor  Keen in a second officers’ 
ret reat  on Saturday, Apr i l  2.  
These ret reats are held off-
campus and serve to br ing the 
leadership together  to discuss the 
future minist ry of the church.  
Pray that  God wil l  uni te the lead-
ership of the church and reveal 
His wi l l  to us about  our  church’s 
vision and minist ry. 

Financ ia l  
Summary 

 
J an  1 — Feb 28, 

2005  
 
Total Offer ings 
$78,295 
 
Total Expenses 
$60,715 
 
Net  Change In  
General Fund 
$17,580 
 
 
Offer ings Budgeted 
for  Apr i l  2005 
$34,126 
 
Needed Weekly 
$8,532 

New Covenant 
Group 

 
At tent ion al l  single seniors!  A 
new covenant  group is being 
formed that  is aimed pr imar i ly at  
you.  This new group led by Larry 
Dickey wi l l  meet every Tuesday 
morning in the church par lor  
from 10:00 to noon.  Our agenda 
wi l l  be to study God’s word and 
enjoy numerous social  act ivi t ies 
such as lunches, movies, ear ly 
dinners, etc. 
 
Since age is only a number, we do 
not  have any age rest r ict ions on 
when you become a “senior .”  As 
long as you are single, you are 
welcome to join.  Let  God lead 
you. 
 
For  more informat ion, cal l  Larry 
Dickey at  350-9552. 

Roof Update 
 
As this newslet ter  goes to press, 
the new roof over  the sanctuary 
should be just  about  finished. And 
there is more good news! As i t  
turns out , due to a miscalculat ion 
in the number of shingles neces-
sary to cover  the sanctuary roof, 
the cont ractor  ordered too many 
shingles.  So at  no ext ra cost  to 
the church, the cont ractor  wi l l  go 
ahead and re-roof the middle edu-
cat ion wing between the sanctu-
ary and the Fel lowship Hall .  God 
cer tainly works in myster ious 
ways!  And we are grateful  for  al l  
that  He has done to make this 
project  come together  for  us. 
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Covenant Connec tions 

30 Years in the PCA 
 
This month marks the 30th anni-
versary of Seminole Presbyter ian 
Church’s membership in the Pres-
byter ian Church in Amer ica. This 
move was the culminat ion of 
events that  had begun in the 
spr ing of 1969 when the General 
Assembly of the Presbyter ian 
Church, US, to which Seminole 
belonged, began consul tat ions to 
merge with a more l iberal  Presby-
ter ian denominat ion in the North. 
This came after  the Presbyter ian 
Church, US had already aban-
doned the Westminster  Stan-
dards in favor  of a weaker  Confes-
sion of 1967. 
 
Seeking to be fai thful  to the 
Scr iptures, Seminole prayed for  
God to reveal  His wi l l  to the 
church. I n 1973 Seminole was 
able to leave the Presbyter ian 
Church, US with i ts proper ty and  
joined the Reformed Presbyter ian 
Church Evangel ical  Synod. When 
so many nearby sister  churches 
began to join the Presbyter ian 
Church in Amer ica, the congrega-
t ion voted in March 1975 to 
t ransfer  into the PCA as well .   
 
On Apr i l  15, 1975, the Presbytery 
of Southern Flor ida voted to re-
ceive Seminole into the presby-
tery. Final ly, on Sunday, Apr i l  27, 
Seminole was official ly received 
into the PCA.  
 
 

Ladies Bib le Study 
 
A new Ladies Bible Study has be-
gun. This study wil l  focus on the 
fi rst  sixteen chapters of the Gos-
pel  of Mat thew, and i t  wi l l  be 
lead/taught by Diane Keen.   
 
The ladies wil l  meet  at  Cathy 
Armstrong’s house (17737 Morn-
inghigh Dr ive in Lutz) every 
Monday from 9:00—10:30 am. No 
chi ldcare wi l l  be furnished for  
this study.   
 
I f you would l ike more detai ls, 
please cal l  Diane Keen (960-
1107), or  Cathy Armstrong (949-
8601). 

Library Help 
Wanted 

 
Do you l ike books? Are you wil l ing 
to serve in a minist ry wi th a rela-
t ively low level  of t ime commit -
ment?  How would you l ike to take 
over  managing the church l ibrary?  
 
We are looking for  someone wil l -
ing to check in new mater ials as 
they are donated and to maintain 
the exist ing col lect ion of books 
and videos.  I f this sounds l ike a 
good minist ry fi t  for  you, please 
cal l  Bryan Toenes at  907-6967. 
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Covenant Connec tions 

A Night To Remember 
Saturday, Febru-
ary 26 wi l l  go 
down in history as 
a night  to remem-
ber  for  a number 
of fathers and 
their  daughters 
thanks to Nancy 
Gardner  and the 
many volunteers 
who helped host  
t h e  F a t h e r -
Daughter  Ban-
quet . 
 
For  a few hours on 
a Saturday night , 
these fathers and 
daugh t er s set  
aside t ime to 
spend t oget her  
and share the 
memory of the 
moment .  Ranging 
in age from almost  
toddlers to grown 
women, some of 
the ladies came 
from out  of town 
to spend the eve-
ning with their  fa-
thers. 
 
At  l eft , Er i c 
Tucker  enjoys the 
evening with his 
daughters, I rene 
and Kar is.  Nancy 
Gardner  and Pas-
tor  Keen wait  for  
the evening to be-
gin.  And Brynn 
Tiscione and Glee 
Hamil ton smile 
for  the camera as 
their  k itchen help 
p r ep ar es t h e 
meal. 
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April 
Birthdays 

 
 

2  Amelia  
    Boodoosingh 
 
3  Adr iana Macias 
 
6  Ben Lambers 
 
8  A.J. Johnson 
 
8  Steve Str ick land 
 
10 Mar i lyn Quick 
 
12 Just in Woodall  
 
14 Bi l l  Cut ler  
 
14 Jordan Suther land 
 
14 Er ic Tucker  
 
16 Donna Waugh 
 
17 Ruth Alboth 
 
17 John Horst  
 
17 Alynne Cawley 
 
19 Nicholas Brooks 
 
20 Mat thew  
    Ostrowski  
 
20 Shannon Pothoven 
 
21 Angie Woodall  
 
25 Chr istopher   
     Waugh 
 
28 Gregg Quick 

Covenant Connec tions 

Developing Vision (Continued) 
By Pastor John Keen 

of the dist inct ive cul tural  ci rcum-
stances and t ime per iod we l ive 
in?).  Moses spoke of the revealed 
and unrevealed when he said, 
“The secret things belong to God, 
but the things that are revealed 
are for  us and for  our  chi l -
dren . . .” (Deut . 29:29).  At  the 
r isk of being over ly simpl ist ic, an 
overarching, personal “vision” for  
every Chr ist ian could/should be 
the fol lowing words of the Apost le 
Paul: “We l ive by fai th, not by 
sight” (I I  Cor . 5:7).  The bible 
tel ls us to walk by fai th, but  i t  
doesn’t  give speci fic inst ruct ions 
on HOW to do this.  I n fact , the 
“HOW” of our  walk is the very 
thing we develop when we seek 
God’s face for  his “vision” con-
cerning our  church, our  fami l ies, 
and individual  l ives.  This is typi-
cal ly what  we mean when we talk 
about  vision in our  day and t ime. 
 
Concerning our  local  church 
body, your  officers are very much 
engaged in the discovery of God’s 
vision for  Seminole Church! We 
met  for  an intensive, four-hour  
session on January 22 of this 
year , and we have another  ses-
sion/ret reat  scheduled for  Apr i l  2.  
This process of discover ing, de-
veloping, and cast ing what  we be-
l ieve to be God’s “vision” for  SPC 
requires di l igence in planning 

(Continued on page 7) 

(Continued from page 1) 

the wr i ter  of Hebrews, God has 
spoken his final  “word” to us in 
his Son, Jesus Chr ist  (Heb. 1:1-
3). Never theless, as those who 
are cal led to “l ive by fai th,” we 
should never  imagine that  God is 
somehow “stagnant ” wi th regard 
to his interact ion in wor ld events, 
the course of his church, and the 
individual  l ives of his chi ldren. 
As C. S. Lewis stated in The 
L ion, The Witch and The Ward-
robe . . . “Aslan is on the move!”  
I ndeed, God IS present ly at  work 
“summing up al l  things in Chr ist  
Jesus” (Eph. 1), and the Church 
plays a vi tal  role in the unfolding 
of these events according to God’s 
sovereign decree!   
 
Authent ic, bibl ical vision—for  be-
l ievers in 2005 and beyond—
must  be understood in connect ion 
with fai th.  The classic, bibl ical 
defini t ion of fai th is recorded for  
us in the Book of Hebrews: “Fai th 
is the substance of things hoped 
for , the evidence of things not 
seen” (Heb. 11:1).  We know what 
we need to know about  God, sal-
vat ion and daily l i fe from the 
Scr iptures, but  there are many 
areas that  remain myster ious, or  
“not  seen” (e.g., how do I  “l ive 
out ” my day-to-day rout ine, and 
what  should my/our  church be 
doing to honor  God in the midst  
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(Continued from page 6) 

and prayer .  We recognize “what ” 
scr ipture cal ls us to be and do, but  
we seek the face of God in order  to 
determine the goals, object ives 
and dist inct ive marks of “how” he 
wants us to be his church in these 
days.  This is very chal lenging as 
we no longer  l ive in a society that  
once enjoyed “major i ty rule” by 
Chr ist ian thinking.  Current ly, we 
l ive in a “Post -Chr ist ian” cul ture 
(i .e., a cul ture that  has forgot ten 
and/or  forsaken the core values, 
bel iefs, convict ions, etc. that  
shaped most  of Western Civi l iza-
t ion).  Fur ther , our  society is in-
creasingly “Post -Modern” wi th re-
gard to a personal view of t ruth, 
the meaning of l i fe, etc.  The “man 
on the st reet ” is no longer  asking 
the quest ions offered by pagans 
twenty or  thir ty years ago.   No, 
the quest ions and concerns of the 
pagan have changed, and the 
sources for  answers to these ques-
t ions have changed as wel l !    Con-
sequent ly, i t  is the church’s re-
sponsibi l i ty to be “new, fresh wine 
in new wine skins” as the wor ld 
cont inues to search for  answers to 
the gnawing quest ions of the soul .  
The “What” (i .e., the message of 
the gospel, direct ives in scr ipture, 
etc.) of God’s redempt ion in Jesus 
Chr ist  never  changes, but  the 
“How” (i .e., methods and modes of 
minist ry) is always changing!   I t ’s 

����
April   

Anniversaries 
�
 
4/3—Ken and Susan 
Smith  
 
4/6—Andy and K im 
Thomson  
 
4/9—Br ian and 
Donna Waugh 
 

Covenant Connec tions 

Developing Vision (Continued) 
By Pastor John Keen 

As par t  of our  ef-
for t  to make our 
guests and family 
feel welcome each 
week as they come 
to worship, we are 
recruit ing greeters 
for  each Sunday 
morning before the 
worship service.  I f 
you would l ike to 
serve in this minis-
t ry, please cal l 
Gerr ie Byrne at  
966-5000. 

an exci t ing t ime 
to be a Chr is-
t ian, to “do” 
church, and to 
“be” the church 
in the 21st Cen-
tury! 
 
T h e  B i b l e 
speaks of K ing 
David as one 
who “served God’s purpose in his 
own generation” (Acts 13:36).  
Pray for  your  officers—to the end 
that  what  was t rue about  David 
would be t rue in our  l ives and 
minist ry as well—as we cont inue 
to seek God’s face in the develop-
ment  of our  church’s vision for  
the future.   Ul t imately, our  de-
sire is for  the outcome to be 
“prayed down” rather  t han 
“worked up.”  We must  hold the 
tension between the “anchors” of 
Sacred Scr ipture, Chr ist ian His-
tory/Her i tage, etc., and, the ever-
changing “buoys” of cul tural t ran-
si t ion,  generat ional movements/
fads, etc.  This is a tough task, 
and one demanding fai th as wel l  
as perseverance!  Never theless, 
wi th the help and presence of our  
great  God, we should come for th 
with his unique and durable 
“vision”—for  this mi l lennium and 
beyond—at  Seminole Church!     
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Heroes of the Fa ith 

Standing Like A Stonewall 
By Bryan Toenes 

Apr i l  9 marks 
140 years since 
the end of the 
Civi l  War.  On 
Apr i l  9, 1865, 
General  Robert  
E. Lee surren-
dered the Army 
of Nor thern Vir -
ginia to General 
U l y sses S. 
Grant  at  Appo-
mat tox Court -
h ou se,  V A .  
This brought  an 
end to the dead-
l iest  war  in U.S. 
history. 
 
I t  is hard for  
most  of us today 
to understand 
how i t  al l  hap-
pened.  What  
makes i t  even 
more di fficul t  to 
comprehend is 
that  there were 
t rue men of God 
fight ing on both 
sides.  They did 
what  they be-
l ieved was their  
duty, and they 
t rusted the out -
come to the 
hands of a sov-
ereign God. 

(Continued on page 9) 

What  can we expect  when we find 
a tough, discipl ined mi l i tary man 
who was also a staunch Presbyte-
r ian? Probably the most  famous 
Confederate general  in the Civi l  
War next  to Robert  E. Lee was ex-
act ly such a man.  
General  Thomas 
“Stonewall ” Jack-
son was known as 
much for  his 
Chr ist ian test i -
mony as he was 
for  his mi l i tary 
victor ies. 
 
After  returning 
from the Mexican 
War in 1849, 
Jackson spent  a 
great  deal  of t ime 
studying in depth 
the teachings of 
var ious Chr ist ian 
den om i n at i on s. 
Whi le not  yet  set t led on a par t icu-
lar  denominat ion, Jackson’s Epis-
copal ian chaplain bapt ized him 
and admit ted him to his fi rst  com-
munion 
 
After  accept ing a posi t ion as a 
professor  at  the Mi l i tary Acad-
emy of Virginia, Jackson was 
drawn to the Lexington Presbyte-
r ian Church. Whi le studying the 
creeds of the church, Jackson 

joined the Lexington Church and 
became commit ted to Calvinism 
and the Reformed fai th. 
 
Br inging his piety and rel igious 
fervor  wi th him to the bat t lefield, 

Jack son was 
known as a 
st r ict  discipl i -
nar ian. He also 
worked to ac-
t i vely recrui t  
chaplains to the 
C o n f e d e r a t e 
army. By en-
couraging chap-
lains to endure 
the hardships of 
bat t le, he helped 
them to gain 
more r espect  
among the sol-
diers who often 
viewed chap-
lains as effemi-

nate. Jackson’s effor ts helped 
spark a revival  of Chr ist iani ty 
across the Confederate army. 
 
On May 2, 1863, Gen. Jackson 
was shot  by his own men at  the 
Bat t le of Chancel lorsvi l le and 
died eight  days later . I n Jack-
son’s death, the South lost  one of 
i ts greatest  generals, a man who 
gave his al l  serving the Lord in 
his cal l ing as a mi l i tary leader . 
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Heroes of the Fa ith 

The Presbyterian Sold ier 
By Bryan Toenes 

Robert  Lewis Dabney is not  the 
fi rst  name that  comes to mind 
when most  people think of the 
Civi l  War or  the Confederacy. 
Even among Presbyter ians his 
name is not  qui te as fami l iar  as 
John Calvin or  
John Knox. Yet  
Dabney’s story is 
very interest ing 
and plays a 
prominent  role in 
Amer ican Presby-
ter ian history. 
 
Coming from a 
f a m i l y  w i t h 
French Huguenot  
r oot s, Dabney 
d i s t i n g u i sh ed 
himself at  Union 
Theological Semi-
nary where he 
graduated at  the 
top of his class. 
He later  taught  there for  30 years 
passing up the oppor tuni ty to 
teach at  the famous Pr inceton 
Seminary, for  he wished to re-
main in his nat ive Virginia. 
 
Shor t ly after  the Civi l  War began, 
Gener al  St onewal l  Jack son 
(whose wi fe was related to 
Dabney’s wife) recrui ted Dabney 
to be his chief-of-staff wi th the 
rank of major . He served in his 

mi l i t ary dut ies on Monday 
through Saturday, and on Sun-
day, as an ordained minister , he 
conducted worship services. His 
unwaver ing test imony and his 
bravery on the bat t lefield gained 

him the respect  
of his fel low sol-
diers.  
 
E v e n t u a l l y 
Dabney became 
i l l  and had to re-
sign from his 
post  in the mi l i -
tary. After  Gen. 
Jackson’s death 
at  Chancel lors-
vi l le, Jackson’s 
w i f e a sk ed 
Dabney to wr i te 
his biography, 
which Dabney 
completed just  
before the end of 

the war. 
 
After  the war Dabney, hai led as 
the greatest  theologian of his 
day, cont inued to wri te publ ish-
ing his Systematic Theology. He 
cont inued to teach into his seven-
t ies even though he lost  his eye-
sight . Dabney died in 1898, a 
t rue theologian, phi losopher, and 
soldier  of Jesus Chr ist . 

(Continued from page 8) 

This month we 
look at  two 
godly, Presbyte-
r ian men whose 
l ives made a 
great  impact  in 
their  day.  First , 
we look at  one of 
the greatest  gen-
erals of the Con-
federacy, Gen. 
Thomas Jackson 
k n o w n  a s 
“Stonewall .” 
 
Secondl y, we 
look at  a man 
who is not  as 
wel l  known for  
his service in the 
war but  never-
theless made a 
great  impact  on 
the Presbyter ian 
Church through 
his work in the 
minist ry. 
 
Thr ough  t he 
l ives of these 
men we are re-
minded how God 
cal ls imperfect  
people of very 
di fferent  back-
grounds into His 
service. 
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Christ and  Culture 

Holism 
By Justin Wooda ll 

Sunday Sc hool 
Classes  

�
 
Al l  classes begin 
at  9:30 AM. 
 
Adults 
 
Pastor ’s Class 
Choir  Room 
 
Ear ly Church 
History 
H.S. L ibrary 
 
Book of James 
Room 114 
 
 
Youth 
 
H igh School 
(Grades 8-12) - 
Room 601 
 
 
Chi ldren 
 
Infant  Nursery 
and 1’s 
Room 113 
 
2’s and 3’s 
Room 110 
 
K4-K5 
Room 116 
 
1st—4th Grades 
Room 117A 
 
5th—7th Grades 
Church L ibrary 
 

Maybe i t  was the st ress of a 
dr ive-thru store. Perhaps i t  was 
an unstable staff. Or  maybe the 
managers just  weren’t  that  good.  
But  in the t ime I  worked at  Star-
bucks my store went  through five 
general  managers and two assis-
tants. My favor i te was Joe. Joe 
grew up in a conservat ive Bapt ist  
home, went  to youth group and 
even to Stryper  (a Chr ist ian rock 
band from the 80s) concer ts.  

When Joe got  to col lege, he aban-
doned Chr ist iani ty and eventu-
al ly conver ted to Buddhism.  
Why? Joe fel t  that  Buddhism 
fi l led something in him that  
Chr ist iani ty had left  empty. He 
fel t  that  Chr ist ianity was a rel ig-
ion that  was only concerned with 
“the pie in the sky.” He said that  
Chr ist iani ty didn’t  deal  wi th the 
whole of his person.   
 
I t  is unfor tunate that  this indict-
ment  rang al l  too t rue. Since the 
1920s we have been focused on 
the intel lectual aspect  of Chr ist i -
ani ty so heavi ly that  we forget  
the ext remely pract ical  aspect  of 
Scr ipture. The scope of Redemp-
t ion and God’s concern is not  just  
human souls. God cares about  al l  
aspects of our  l ives. What did 
God remind the I srael i tes after  
thei r  wi lderness wander ings?  
“Even your  shoes didn’t  wear  
out !” God is concerned with our  
shoes.   
 
I n the Sermon on the Mount , Je-
sus reminds us that  God wi l l  take 
care of our  clothing. God is con-
cerned with our  minds, our  emo-
t ions, our  physical  needs, every-
thing. Chr ist iani ty is a hol ist ic 
rel igion. I t  is meant  to touch and 
change everything we do. I t  is 
radical  in i ts scope.     
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Missions and  Outreac h 

Many Things Made New In Old Japan 
By Nic k Tisc ione 

NEW L I FE—That  is because Je-
sus paid the penalty for  our  sins 
by suffer ing on the cross.  That  
new l i fe wil l  last  for  al l  eterni ty 
because He conquered death on 
that  fi rst  Easter  Sunday.  I t  is 
impossible for  the human mind to 
comprehend the magnitude of 
this marvelous gi ft  of l i fe. Fantas-
t ic!  We l ive and minister  here so 
there wi l l  be Japanese who re-
ceive this same new and eternal 
l i fe.  L et ’s r ejoi ce and gi ve 
t hank s du r i ng t h i s East er  
Season  for  Ou r  L or d ’s i nde-
scr i bable gi f t ! 
 
N E W M I N I ST R Y T E A M -
M ATE—That  is Mr. H.  The fi rst  
character  in his name means field 
or  meadow and the second means 
mountain.  He is the young man 
ment ioned in our  last  let ter  
graduat ing from seminary mid-
March.  His beginning as a pastor  
wi l l  be to cooperate with us at  
Nagaura Chr ist  Church  wi th the 
hope that  he wi l l  cont inue pastor-
ing here for  many years.  Please 
t hank  God for  answ er i ng ou r  
pr ayer s for  a helper  by l ead-
i ng M r . H . t o cooper at e w i t h  
us at  NCC.  Please pr ay w e 
w i l l  have a l ov i ng r elat i on -
sh i p , a sense of  t oget her ness 
i n  m i n i st r y , and t he abi l i t y  t o 
complemen t  one anot her  as 
t eam member s. 

NEW ORDER—That  is for  our  
VIP’s.  PRAYER covers every-
thing from beginning to end and 
is our  cont inuing source of 
st rength.  We thought  gather ing 
PEOPLE would be next , but  in-
stead PARTNERS stepped for-
ward to generously give.  There-
fore we have the resources to 
help pay Mr. H.’s salary.  One un-
expected PARTNER, the Domei 
nat ional  church, stepped in to 
help pay the balance of his sal-
ary.  Now, Domei is suggest ing 
the house we’ve been rent ing be 
purchased to become the PLACE.  
I f the pr ice is r ight , loan pay-
ments wi l l  be less than monthly 
rent .  This would require a huge 
step of fai th for  a l i t t le 5 member 
church, so we need clear  guid-
ance in this mat ter .  And as you 
can see, we are t rust ing God to 
gather  the PEOPLE in His good 
t ime.  Please pr ay that  w e w i l l  
k now  clear l y  w hat  God w an t s 
us t o do concer n i ng t he 
PL ACE. 
 
NEW ADDRESS—Yes, we are 
moving in March to a nearby 
apar tment .  I f the pastor  l ives in 
the church, the church just  has to 
pay rent  for  one place.  Our rent  
is paid via our  mission account , 
so the church is helped great ly by 
this arrangement .  New things 

(Continued on page 13) 

Doug and Vernad-
ene Heck are serv-
ing the Lord at  
Nagaura Chr ist  
Church with The 
Evangel ical Al l i -
an ce M i ssi on 
(TEAM) in Japan.  
TEAM’s purpose 
is to help churches 
send missionar ies 
to establ ish repro-
ducing churches 
in other nat ions to 
the glory of God.   
 
You can keep in 
touch with Doug 
and Vernadene 
t h r ou gh  t hei r  
sending agency by 
w r i t i n g  t o :  
TEAM, P.O. Box 
969, Wheaton, IL  
60189-0969.   
 
At  left  is an ex-
cerpt  from their  
most  recent  let ter  
t o Sem i n ol e.  
Please stop by the 
Out reach bul let in 
board where you 
can take home a 
copy of the most  
recent  let ters from 
many of the mis-
sionar ies that  we 
suppor t  at  Semi-
nole! 



PAGE 12 

Wednesday 
Night Fellowship 

Dinner Menu 
�

 
Apr i l  6:  

 
Steak Pizzaiola  
Pasta  
Zucchini  w/
Tomatoes  
Bread  
Salad  
Desser t   
 

Apr i l  13:  
 
Chicken Souiza  
Charros Beans  
Tor t i l la Chips/
Pico de Gal lo  
Salad  
Desser t   
 

Apr i l  20:  
 
Ham  
Spiral  Pasta w/ 
Tomato  
Corn  
Bread  
Salad  
Desser t   
 

Apr i l  27:  
 
BBQ Chicken 
Sandwiches  
Baked Beans  
French Fr ies  
Maw-Maw Slaw  
Desser t  

APRIL 2005�

Join us this summer in chi ldren©s 
Sunday School, and together  we 
wi l l  journey back in t ime to a 
Holy Land Adventure! Star t ing 
on Sunday, June 12 the fel low-
ship hal l  wi l l  be t ransformed into 
a bust l ing Jerusalem Market -
place where fami l ies wi l l  learn 
about  God©s love and Jesus© 
sacr i fice.   
 
Each Sunday the chi ldren wi l l  
t ravel to see, hear , touch, and 
even taste what  i t  was l ike to l ive 
in Bible t imes. Our journey wil l  
begin each morning with singing. 
Then the chi ldren wil l  divide up 
into their  "t r ibes" to explore the 
Bible and Hebrew t radi t ions. 
Students might  take par t  in 
Synagogue School, play authent ic 
Jewish games, or  sample Middle 
Eastern snacks. They wi l l  also 
witness real-l i fe dramas and 
learn crafts from shopkeepers--al l  
of which wil l  make God©s Word 
come al ive.  
 
The Holy Land Adventure is de-
signed for  ent i re fami l ies to enjoy 
together , and with that  in mind, 
we are asking the parents of al l  
our  chi ldren to at tend at  least  
once this summer with their  chi l -
dren and help with whatever  ac-
t ivi ty we may be doing that  week. 
No preparat ion is required, but  
please let  Cindy or Jane know 

which week you are able to at -
tend.  
 
Chi ldren who are three years old 
and younger wi l l  cont inue to at -
tend classes in their  regular  
rooms. But  chi ldren ages four  and 
older  are en-
couraged to 
come to Sun-
day School as 
we exper ience 
the t ruths of 
God©s Word in 
our  Jerusalem 
Marketplace!  

Child ren’s Ministry 

Ready To Travel Bac k In Time? 
By Jane Lambers 

VBS Is Coming 
Soon 

 
Do not  forget  that  Vacat ion Bible 
School is just  around the corner .  
This year  i t  wi l l  be from 6:00—
8:00 pm from June 6-10. 
 
Volunteers are needed for  a var i -
ety of tasks.  I f you are wi l l ing to 
help, see Jane Lambers or  Cindy 
Quick. 
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Youth Ministry 

Shout Out 
By Justin Wooda ll 

Wednesday 
Night Ac tivities 

�
 

Fel lowship Dinner 
5:30—6:30 

 
Ch i ldr en  

 
GEMS &  Cadets 

 
Kingdom Kids 

 
6:30 pm 

 
You t h  Gr oup 

High School Gym 
 

6:30 pm 
 

Adu l t  B i ble  
St udi es 

 
Women 

 
Precepts 

Judy Kneeshaw 
H.S. L ibrary 

6:30 pm 
 

Power of a Praying 
Woman 

Nancy Gardner 
Par lor  

6:30 pm 
 
 

Men 
 

Pastor ’s Leadership 
Class 

Choir  Room 
6:30 pm 

(Continued from page 11) 

are wonderful  and we’re thank-
ful  God is br inging them our 
way.  But  lots of new things al l  
at  once can be overwhelming be-
cause they al l  require adjust -
ments.  And, moving again is no 
smal l  task.  Please pr ay w e 
w i l l  mak e al l  t he ad just -
men t s qu i ck l y , smoot h l y  and 
i n  God’s good t i m i ng. 
 

Have you ever  read the Shout  out  
sect ion of Seminole Pres. and 
said, “Wow, I  wish someone 
would thank me in a column next  
to a graphic of a guy with a big 
megaphone...”  I  know you have.  
Wel l , Here is your  chance!  With 
Easter  come and gone, i t  is t ime 
to star t  gear ing up for  camp 
again.  This month the youth wi l l  
wash your  car  for  FREE!  
(Though they wil l  do an even bet -
ter  job i f you donate to their  
camp fund).  Next  month we wil l  
be having a si lent  auct ion too!  
We also need male and female 
counselors (especial ly for  the 
week of July 18-22) to go to camp.  
I f you have any interest , cal l  
Just in.   

What ’s NOT NEW is our  over-
flowing grat i tude for  al l  your  
prayers and gi fts.  Thank you for  
the gi fts in January and Febru-
ary. 
 
Your  Not  So NEW Fr iends, 
  
Doug and Vernadene Heck 

Many Things Made New (Continued) 
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Sessi on  M eet i ng 
 

Tuesday 
Apr i l  5 

 
Deacon  M eet i ng 
 

Thursday 
Apr i l  28 

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

 
Do not  forget  to “spr ing forward” 
by set t ing your  clocks ahead one 
hour  before you go to bed at  night  
on Saturday, Apr i l  2.  Daylight  
Saving Time begins at  2 am the 
fol lowing Sunday morning.  We 
do not  want  you to be late to Sun-
day School and worship on Sun-
day morning! 

It’s Tea Time! 
 
Ladies, please mark your  calen-
dars, invi te your fr iends, and get  
your  t ickets ear ly for  the 5th An-
nual Spr ing Tea. 
 
Date: Saturday, Apr i l  30  
 
Time: 10 a.m. - Noon  
 
Place: Fel lowship Hall   
 
Tickets: $5  
 
Ticket  sales wil l  begin in the Fel-
lowship Hall  on Sunday, Apr i l  3 
 
I f you have any quest ions, contact  
Cindy Quick. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT 

     1 
 
 

2 
 
Officer ’s 
Retreat  

3 
DST Begins 

4 5 6 7 8 
 
Fi lm, Faith, &  
Phi losophy 
7 pm 

9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 
SWI M 
Tea 
10:00 am 

SPC Ca lendar 
April 2005 



Semi nol e Pr esbyt er i an  Chur ch  
6101 N. Habana Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33614 
(813) 877-6783 

church@seminolepca.org 
ht tp://www.seminolepca.org 

 

 
A Congregat ion of the  

Presbyter ian Church in Amer ica 
ht tp://www.pcanet .org 

 
Faithful to the Scr iptures,  

True to the Reformed Faith,  
And Obedient  to the Great  Commission  

of Jesus Chr ist  
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
 
Senior  Pastor                              John Keen                                    Ext  254             jkeen@seminolepca.org  
Administ rat ive Assistant           Daniel le Pendergrass                  Ext  222             spc@seminolepca.org 
Business Administ rator             Jackie Toenes                              Ext  238             j toenes@seminolepca.org 
Chi ldren’s Co-Directors            Jane Lambers                              Ext  240             j lambers@seminolepca.org 
                                                    Cindy Quick                                 Ext  240             cquick@seminolepca.org 
Youth Director                            Just in Woodall                              Ext  242             jwoodal l@seminolepca.org 
Organist                                      Open 
Pianist                                         Rebecca Groomes                                                  bgroomes@seminolepca.org 
S.W.I .M. President                     Cathy Armstrong                                                                
              

OFFICERS 

SESSION 
 
Joe DeNit to                   jdenit to@seminolepca.org 
Bi l l  Earnest                   bearnest@seminolepca.org 
Chip Johnson                cjohnson@seminolepca.org 
Preston Kneeshaw       pkneeshaw@seminolepca.org 
Don Loose                     dloose@seminolepca.org 
Gregg Quick (Clerk)     gquick@seminolepca.org 
Br ian Waugh                bwaugh@seminolepca.org 

DIACONATE 
 
Bi l l  Cut ler                        bcut ler@seminolepca.org 
Steve Lynn                      slynn@seminolepca.org 
Steve Pothoven (Chair )  spothoven@seminolepca.org 
Nick Tiscione                  nt iscione@seminolepca.org 
Bryan Toenes                 btoenes@seminolepca.org 
Tony Yoder                      tyoder@seminolepca.org 
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