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Summertime Is Here

It’s that time of year! Pic-
nics, barbecues, swimming,
going to the beach, and lots
of sunshine, mosquitoes, and

afternoon thunderstorms.
Summer in Tampa never
disappoints!

Asyou are planning how you
will spend this summer,
keep in mind the opportuni-
ties for education, ministry,
and fellowship with your
church family. This summer
we will have two adult Sun-
day school classes, which
will be character studies on
Joseph and David. The chil-
dren ages 4 and older will
participate in the “Holy
Land Experience” in the Fel-
lowship Hall each Sunday
morning. And the church
will also hold Vacation Bible
School in the evenings from
June 6-10.

The youth will kick off their
summer with their Silent
Auction on the night of June
4. They expect to have some
very good items available for
bidding making this a night

you don’t want to miss! This
auction is to help raise
money for their summer
camp in July.

In June the church and the
Cambridge School will once
again host the Dream Cen-
ter of Tampa Bay as teens
from all over the country do
urban ministry in our area.

For those of you who wish
you were more musically in-
clined, Danny Compher will
be teaching music reading
classes on certain Wednes-
days before choir practice.

And don't forget about our
Independence Day picnic at
Al Lopez Park on the night
of July 6.

Also, this summer Pastor
Keen will represent the
church at the 33rd General
Assembly of the PCA. Addi-
tionally, Pastor Keen and
your elders and deacons will
continue to work on Semi-
nole’'s vision and philosophy
of ministry.
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This summer promises to be
an exciting time for our
church. Pray for God’s bless-
ing upon us as we hope for a
safe and prosperous summer!




Published Monthly
by Seminole Pres-
byterian Church

GENERAL EDITOR/
PUBLISHER
Bryan Toenes

REGULAR
COLUMNISTS

Jane Lambers
Children’s Ministry

Nick Tiscione
Missions &
Outreach

Justin Woodall
Shout Out
Christ & Culture

CONTACTEMAIL
btoenes@
seminolepca.org

NEXTEDITION
July 2005

SUBMISSION
DEADLUNE
June 19

DISTRBUTION DATE
June 26

Covenant Connections
Musical Dinner—A Great Success,

Thanksto Youl!
By Nick Tiscione

The Outreach Team would once
again like to extend our thanksto
all of you who contributed time
and resources for the Musical
Dinner. We surpassed our goal

and were able to provide dinner
for around 50 students and par-
ents on May 11, the first night of
dress rehearsal for Fiddler on the
Roof. Thanks again, and shalom!
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Covenant Connections

New Adult
Sunday School
Classes

Beginning Sunday, June 5
9:30 AM

Life of David

This is a study of the successes
and failures of David, God®
anointed. David’s obedience leads
to victory and a throne. His
disobedience leads to murder and
revolt within his own family.
Though he suffers greatly from
the consequences of his sin,
David is forgiven his sin and con-
tinuestotrust in the Lord.

The struggles David faced are the
same as ours today as we seek to
live in a fallen world in a way
that is pleasing to God. From his
experiences we learn that failure
can be overcome through repen-
tance and faith.

This study will be led by Steve

Strickland in the high school li-
brary.

Study of Joseph

This class will study the life of
Joseph, the second youngest son
of Jacob, as told in the Book of
Genesis. This study will be led
by Elder Bill Earnest in Room
114.

Christian Education
Committee

The Christian Education Commit-
tee has had three meetings so far
in 2005. As Seminole is being re-
vitalized, we are working on
changes to the education ministry
to make it more effective at build-
ing up our people.

We have already planned a new
Wednesday night format begin-
ning August 17. Details will fol-
low soon. Also, we have moved
adult Sunday School away from
the trimester system and back to
the quarterly system. It is our
hope that these two small changes
will give us greater flexibility in
rebuilding our education ministry.

Please pray for us as we continue
to seek God's direction for this
ministry. Our members are Bill
Earnest, Bill Cutler, Bryan
Toenes, Debbie Vincent, Joe De-
Nitto, and Steve Strickland.

Our New Librarian

One of our newest church mem-
bers, Debbie Vincent, has agreed
to become our new church librar-
ian. Be sure to thank Debbie for
her willingness to take on this
role, and stop by to make use of
the library materials at your dis-
posal.

HAnancial
Summary

Jan 1 — Apr 30,
2005

Total Offerings
$158,658

Total Expenses
$152,527

Net Changeln
General Fund
$6,131

Offerings Budgeted
for June 2005*
$30,815

Needed Weekly
$7,700

* Based on revised
budget for remain-
der of 2005
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June
Birthdays

3 Tony Yoder

3 Tom Hills

7 Brian Armstrong
7 Mary Beckel

9 Emily Strickland
10 Joe DeNitto

14 Kimberly Lynn
14 Lucas Lambers
14 Martha Thompson
15 Marsha Craig

15 Kevin Connolly
18 Jakob Sutherland
18 Willa Jackson

20 Ruth Gallup

20 Nancy Gardner
24 Anna Lewis

27 Luis Carrillo

27 Jason Horst

30 Joel Braschler

Covenant Connections

Music Reading
Class

Would you like to learn how to
read music? Danny Compher will
be offering a music reading class
for adults beginning Wednesday
evenings from 7:00-7:40 in the
choir room. Sessions will be: June
15, 22, July 13, 20, August 3, 10.
Choir practice will begin right af-
ter the classes giving participants
an opportunity to practice what
they have learned!

AM | RXALLY NXXDXD?

Xvxn though my computxr is an
old modxl, it works wxll xxcxpt
for onx of thx kxys. |®x wishxd
many timxs that it workxd
pxrfxctly. Trux, thxrx arx 42 kxys
that function, but onx kxy not
working makxs thx diffxrxncx.

Somxtimxs it sxxms to mx that
thx Church Choir is somxwhat
likx my computxr -- not all thx
pxoplx arx working pxrfxctly.
You might say, "WxII, 1@ only
onx pxrson. It won® makx much
diffxrxnex." But you sxx, thx
Choir, to bx xffxctivx, nxxds thx
activx participation of xvxry
pXxrson.

Thx nxxt timx you think your
xfforts arxn® nxxdxd, rxmxmbxr
my computxr, and say to
yoursxlIf, "I am a kxy pxrson, and
thx Choir nxxds mx vxry much."

33rd PCA General Assembly

This year’s General Assembly of
the PCA will take place on June
14-17 in Chattanooga, TN. Each
year the teaching elders and rep-
resentative ruling elders from the
various churches meet for four
days to worship, discuss the busi-
ness of the denomination, and act
as the highest court for the PCA.

Seminole will be represented by
Pastor Keen. Please pray for him
and the other elders in the PCA
who will be voting on overtures
and other issues brought before
the assembly. May God grant
them wisdom to make wise deci-
sions for His church.
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Covenant Connections

Fom The Pastor’'s Desk
By Pastor John Keen

Greetings! As we approach the
summer months | wanted to let
you know about a number of
things | have been involved in
during the course of my time at
Seminole Presbyterian Church.
First, it has been a pleasure to be-
come acquainted with fellow eld-
ers in Southwest Florida Presby-
tery. | have been nominated and
elected to serve on the Examina-
tions Committee, and as a liaison
from that committee to the Com-
mittee on Administration. We
have a terrific Presbytery with a
heart toward outreach and church
planting! Recently, we approved
Frank Taylor to move on the field
(June 1) in order to plant a church
in the Westchase area of Tampa.
This new church plant promises to
be a great adventure for the Tay-
lors as well as our presbytery!
Please keep Frank and his wife
and children in your prayers as
they move from Orlando to Tampa
and begin this new work.

I recently
spoke to the
faculty of the
Cambridge
School during
an “in-service”
day when

follows: The Challenge and Task
of Christian Education. | re-
ceived a very warm reception
from faculty members and ad-
ministration as always! Several
faculty members from TCS have
come to our worship service on
several occasions. The Lord
seems to continue to bless our re-
lationship with the school, and |
am thankful for it. Please con-
tinue to pray for the Cambridge
School as well as our church as
we grow together with regard to
God’s plan for each institution re-
spectively.

| will be attending General As-
sembly in Chattanooga, Tennes-
see June 14-17. Please pray for
our denomination during these
days as important decisions will
be made. Again, | look forward
to the summer months and some
more leisurely time to assess this
past year’'s labor. Please con-
tinue to pray for our officers as
we begin officer training, and
subsequently elect new officersin
the fall for the upcoming year.
The Lord bless each of you and |
remain...

Your Servant for Jesus’ Sake,

June
Anniversaries

6/2—John and
Diane Keen

6/4—Lindsay and
Connie Trim

6/5—Mel and Anna
Lewis

6/20—Don and Judy
Vander Ploeg

6/21—Donovan and
Stacey McFeron

6/25—Steve and
Laura Strickland

6/28—Brian and
Cathy Armstrong

HELP!

We need a few
wonderful  people
to volunteer to
clean up the
kitchen after our
fellowship time on
Sunday mornings.
If you would be
willing to put away
the coffee and
juice, wipe down
tables and make
sure the Kkitchen

school was out John K. Keen area is clean,
of session. Our please contact Pas-
topic was as tor Keen.
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Sunday School
Classes

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults
Study of David

High School
Library

Study of Joseph
Room 114

Youth

High School
(Grades 8-12) -
Room 601

Children

Infant Nursery
and 1's
Room 113

2’'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-7th Grades
Fellowship Hall

“Holy Land
Experience’

Missonsand Outreach

Jonathan Tucker In Missions
Nick Tiscione

Dear Friends and prayer part-
ners of the Tucker Family:

If God provides, Jonathan would
like towork this summer in Mon-
terrey as a short term mission-
ary. He is seriously considering
missions to Latin America as a
life calling. We are excited about
this unexpected turn of events for
us.

Dear brothersin Christ,

If God provides, | would like to go
to Monterrey, Mexico to minister
for the summer.

“Anything but a missionary.”
That was me. | would do any-
thing, just so | wouldn’t have to
carry on the “family business.”
The Lord must have allowed a
chuckle, as | am sure he has with
all of you. Less than a decade
later that little insecure half-
Cuban can hardly wait to return
to Latin America to see the mira-
cles God will perform among my
community. | feel that my Lord
has called me to work as an in-
tern in Monterrey, Mexico with
MTW. | can hardly believe how
my desires have changed. He
truly is sovereign!

Time is short for him to raise the
money he will need. He has com-
pleted the MTW approval proc-
ess. Will you pray with us?

Jonathan writes the following let-
ter. Thanks for reading, and
thanks for your prayers.

In Christ our Savior,
Eric and Conchita Tucker

It’s amazing also how the Al-
mighty has been preparing me
for ministry. | grew up in multi-
ple cultures, including Quito, Ec-
uador; Monterrey and Mexico
City, Mexico;, and all over the
United States. | spent a couple of
years with my Cuban grandpar-
ents in Tampa, Fl. who can
hardly speak English. | learned
to speak Spanish before English,
as | lived in Miami which is very
Latin American.

God has provided incredible
scholarships that have allowed
me to go to Covenant College,
where | am working toward an
English major and a Spanish mi-
nor. The classes are great, but |
have learned infinitely more from
the community | have found here.
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Missonsand Outreach

Jonathan Tucker In Missions
By Nick Tiscione

There are about six or seven
guys on my hall that | can just
pray with at any time of the day.
It is an amazing blessing. They
are praying for this trip and for
God’s guidance.

The Lord has blessed me with a
Spanish ministry in my church,
Highland Presbyterian in Lafay-
ette, GA. | help with translation
and worship and teach English to
Mexican immigrants. | pray,
along with my friends, that it will
become a cell group. God has al-
lowed me to minister some with
their legal and other needs. God
has blessed so much by allowing
me to fit in with Hispanics so that
| can stand between the cultures
in the United States. | feel that a
good reason that God is calling
me to Mexico for this internship
istoreconnect with the culture so
as to be more effective in my
church, an immediate benefit to
the PCA, as well as minister in
Monterrey, and to explore God’s
calling in my lifelong term.

During this internship, I will be
teaching English to Spanish-
speakers, and guiding American
groups around the city | lived in
for two years. They need transla-
tors for those friends and family
that the PCA sends down to Mex-
ico. | can also interpret a culture

for them.

| feel God is calling me to return
to Latin America as a full-time
missionary after going to semi-
nary. It seems that | need the
Lord to confirm my desire to go
and maybe further prepare me
towards that end. This two-
month trip and your support
would be a further sign of God’s
leading. Pray for me and give if
you are able so that the love of
Christ can be made known to our
brothers and sistersin Mexico. If
you cannot give financially, but
want to be a part of my prayer

support team, please let me
know. Send me an email ad-
dress.

Pray much for the Lord’s provi-
sion as it took longer than | ex-
pected to get through the process,
and time is short.

A fellow slave for Jesus Christ,

Jonathan Tucker

Contact Info for
Jonathan
Tucker

Email:
chidosuave@aol.
com

Pledges of
Prayer or
Contribution

Account #017479
Mission tothe
World

P.O. Box 11684
Atlanta, GA
30368-6284
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Wednesday
Night Fellowship
Dinner Menu

Junel

Pepperjack

M eatloaf
Mashed potatoes
and gravy
Vegetable
Dessert

VBS Schedule

Mon.June 6

Shredded BBQ
Chicken Sand-
wiches with
French fries

Tues.June 7

Tacos and re-
fried beans

Wed. June 8

Cuban sand-
wiches and chips

Thurs.June 9

Spaghetti and
garlic bread

Fri. June 10

Hamburgers and
hot dogs, baked
beans, creamy
coleslaw, chips
and dip

Children’s Ministry
Sunday School Students

Purchase Livestock
By Jane Lambers

Many children at Seminole bring
an offering with them to Sunday
School to place in their class©of-
fering box. After two years of col-
lecting these monies, the children
voted last month to spend their
funds on a buffalo and two pigs.
The buffalo won the most votes
by a large margin, but pigs
came in second, beating the only
other choices, sheep and goats.

Through a program sponsored by
the Christian
Reformed
World Relief
Committee,
the children
bought a buf-
falo for a fam-
ily in Bangla-
desh. In
Bangladesh rice is the main
source of food, and farmers often
lack the skills or equipment nec-
essary to plow fields in mud or on
steep hills. This buffalo will ease
the burden of farming for fami-
lies, helping them to save time
and grow bigger crops. The cost
of the buffalo, $175, includes
training for the farmers on how
to feed, house, vaccinate, and pro-
vide medical care for their buf-
falo. In turn, the family promises
the first baby of their buffalo to
another family in the community;

that way the benefits continue to
spread throughout the entire vil-
lage.

The children not only helped a
village in Bangladesh, but they
also helped two families in India
by purchasing pigs for them.
While many people in India work
hard at their jobs and in the
fields, they have difficulty provid-
ing for the basic needs of their
families. A pig can become a liv-
ing piggy bank for these people.
The family can raise the pig and
sell it in the market for extra
cash. Each pig costs $50 and in-
cluded in that price is a program
that trains and supports the
families. When their pig has its
first piglet, it is given to another
family in the community to help
them make a living.

By bringing their quarters to
Sunday School every week and
choosing to help familiesin other
countries, our children have
helped bring hope to people in
poverty and share the love of Je-
sus Christ.
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Youth Ministry

Shout Out
By Justin Woodall

Wow, the past month has been
quitearide! In-lawsin town, An-
gie's graduation, finals and pa-
pers at seminary. And to top it
all off, we have had tons of kids
at youth! Thanks to friend-
bringing machines like Jonathan
Keen and the Byrne family, we
have had more kids than we
know what to do with. Thisis a
great problem, but it is still a
problem.

Seminole, | need your help! As
we look ahead and begin plan-
ning for the fall, I am looking for
additional adult help for the
youth group. Thisisthe greatest
opportunity ever. You get to
come play basketball and dodge
ball and spend time with Kkids,
and it is an immense help to the
kingdom. You don’t need any
skills, just a willingness to be
here. Please, if you are at all in-
terested, find me at church and
let me know.

Important Dates

Youth Silent Auction

Please take note that the Youth
Silent Auction has been moved
back a week due to Memorial
Day and will now be held on Sat-
urday, June 4 at 6 pm in the Fel-
lowship Hall

Youth Camp Registration

Sunday, June 5 isthe deadline to
pay the $75 registration fee for
Youth Camp.

Wednesday
Night Activities

Wednesday night
activities are sus-
pended for the
summer months.
Here are a few spe-
cial events for this
summer.

Junel

VBS Work Night

July 6
Independence Day

Picnic at
Al Lopez Park

August 17
Water Night

Fall Schedule
Resumes
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Session Meeting

Tuesday
May 31

Deacon Meeting

Thursday
June 30

Christ and Culture

Salad Bar Religion
By Justin Woodall

| confess, | am a nerd. | saw the
new Star Wars movie on opening
day. | wasn't one of the uber-
dorks who went at midnight on
Wednesday. Never-the-less, | did
see the movie on opening day. |
was thinking what a cultural phe-
nomenon this series has become.
It is huge! Movies, Cartoons,
Toys, Video Games, Theme Park
rides. If you can merchandise it,
they have it. If someone were to
do an archeological dig of our cul-
ture in 500 years, Star Wars
would be a huge part. It spans
generations.

So what does George Lucas’ sextet
of movies tell us about who we
are? Glad you asked. The first
thing that strikes me about the
movies is the strong pluralism.
But it is not the run of the mill
I'm-OK-Your-OK type of plural-
ism. Lucas purposefully blends
aspects of all of the world religions
into his universe. He borrows the

virgin birth from Christianity,
and misread prophecies from Is-
lam. Even the philosophy of Yoda
is overtly Taoist. Thisisthe new
pluralism. It combines every-
thing leaving out all that it
thinks is bad. It is the salad bar
religion.

It is also interesting that Lucas
plays off our idea of tragic moral
choice. Not to give too much of
the film away, but he sets up a
situation where the only way that
a certain character can save a life
is by turning to the “Dark Side.”
He makes us question the hu-
manity of absolute morality. Isit
always wrong to do something
evil for a good purpose? Lucas
forces us to make this decision.

Star Wars is a great lens through
which to see the culture we are
commanded to communicate the
gospel to.

“MISSING™ ALERT

This is an all points bulletin for
seven table covers last seen cover-
ing our new tables at the Christ-
mas Brunch.

Height: 90"
Shape: Round

Color: White
Distinguishing marks: scattered
“spots” or “stains”

Anyone finding these much
needed covers will receive a
grateful “THANK YOU”.
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SPC Calendar
June 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
Youth Silent
Auction
6 pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Vacation Bible School
June 6-10
I I I
12 13 14 I15 16 Il? 18
2005 General Assembly
Chattanooga, TN
June 14-17
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
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Seminole Presbyterian Church
6101 N. Habana Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614

(813) 877-6783

church@seminolepca.org
http://www.seminolepca.org

A Congregation of the

Presbyterian Church in America

http://www.pcanet.org

Faithful tothe Scriptures,
Truetothe Reformed Faith,
And Obedient tothe Great Commission

of Jesus Christ

CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen
Administrative Assistant Danielle Pendergrass
Business Administrator Jackie Toenes
Children’s Co-Directors Jane Lambers

Cindy Quick

Youth Director
Chief Musician
Organist

Pianist

S.W.|.M. President

Joe DeNitto

Bill Earnest

Chip Johnson
Preston Kneeshaw
Don Loose

Gregg Quick (Clerk)
Brian Waugh

Justin Woodall
Danny Compher
Sylvia Chai
Rebecca Groomes
Cathy Armstrong

Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
Ext 222 spc@seminolepca.org

Ext 238 jtoenes@seminolepca.org
Ext 240 jlambers@seminolepca.org
Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org
Ext 242 jwoodall @seminolepca.org

dcompher @eminolepca.org

bgroomes@seminolepca.org

OFFICERS

SESSION

jdenitto@seminolepca.org
bearnest @seminolepca.org
cjohnson@seminolepca.org
pkneeshaw @seminolepca.org
dloose@seminolepca.org
gquick @seminolepca.org
bwaugh@seminolepca.org

DIACONATE
Bill Cutler bcutler @seminolepca.org
Steve Lynn slynn@seminolepca.org
Steve Pothoven(Chair) spothoven@seminolepca.org
Nick Tiscione ntiscione@seminolepca.org
Bryan Toenes btoenes@seminolepca.org
Tony Yoder tyoder @seminolepca.org

PAGE 12 JUNE 2005



