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Who Is Seminole? 

After  months of hard work 
and prayer  from the Session, 
the Diaconate, and Pastor  
Keen, the purpose and vi-
sion of Seminole Presbyte-
r ian Church are final ly tak-

ing shape.  Whi le we are 
st i l l  working on the detai ls, 
we are pleased to share the 
beginning of what  God is re-
vealing about  the future of 
Seminole.   

Our Purpose 

Seminole Presbyter ian Church exists to bui ld Bibl ical , vi tal , 
and relevant  relat ionships with God, one another , and the 
wor ld for  a l i fet ime and for  eterni ty. 
 
“Seek the welfare of the ci ty to which I  have cal led you.  
Pray to the Lord on i ts behalf; for  in i ts welfare, you too wi l l  
have welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:7) 

Our Vision 

Our church’s response to the cal l  of God is to create, wi thin 
the hear t  of the ci ty, a community where people are con-
fronted by the power of the Gospel through every minist ry of 
our  church, and subsequent ly, learn to l ive their  l ives 
through Chr ist  in the wor ld.  By the grace of God, we wi l l  
seek to address the physical , spir i tual , emot ional, and edu-
cat ional needs of our  members and community regardless of 
age, race, gender or  circumstance.  We wi l l  do this through a 
var iety of word and deed minist r ies governed by Sacred 
Scr ipture.  We believe the ful fi l lment of this vision demands 
an approach to minist ry that  is Regional , Relevant, Rela-
tional , and Reforming. 
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Covenant Connec tions 

AUGUST 2005 

Food, Fun,  
& Fellowship 

 
Leave the kids at  home and come 
join us for  some kid’s play!  We 
are going to venture out  and t ry 
our  hand at  Laser  Tag!  Mark 
your  calendars for  Saturday, Au-
gust  27.  Cal l  Laura St r ickland 
for  more informat ion at  814-9649.  
Please RSVP by Monday, August  
22 as space is l imited.  Al l  adul ts 
are invi ted.  Come i f you dare! 

Cool Off At  
Water Night! 

 
Get  wet and wi ld at  Water  Night  
on Wednesday, August  17 as we  
welcome back our  Wednesday 
fami ly night  act ivi t ies. That  eve-
ning parents may register  thei r  
chi ldren for  our  Wednesday night  
kids© programs:  K ingdom Kids, G.
E.M.S. and Cadets. Later  while 
the parents are meet ing for  Bible 
study, chi ldren in K4 through 6th 
grades wi l l  gather  in the cour t -
yard for  lots of wet  and messy fun. 
We©ll  eat  sno-cones, play si l ly 
games, and cool  off wi th plenty of 
water . Don©t  forget  your  bathing 
sui t --you©l l  need i t  for  the giant  
water  sl ide! 

TCS  
Exc hange Student 

 
The Cambridge School has ac-
cepted an exchange student  from 
Slovakia.  They need help in find-
ing Monika an Amer ican fami ly 
that  is wi l l ing and able to t rans-
por t  her  to school (or  carpool) and 
other  related events.  Monika wi l l  
be a junior  at  TCS.  I f you are in-
terested in host ing Monika or  
know someone who is, please con-
tact : 

 
Dale Nicholson 
DM Discover ies  

Regional Manager 
www.dmdusa.com 

1-877-256-0971 Toll  Free 
1-401-736-0376 Office 
1-775-667-6036 E-Fax 

Film, Faith,  
& Philosophy  

Resumes 
 
After  a summer hiatus, Fi lm, 
Fai th, &  Phi losophy wil l  resume 
on Fr iday, August  19 at  the 
Woodal l ’s home.  To kick off the 
fal l , we wil l  be watching X-men.  
Come enjoy the ket t le-corn, the 
discussion, and the fel lowship as 
we peak into our  culture through 
the window of fi lm. 
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Covenant Connec tions 

Choir 
 
I  would l ike to thank you for  the 
warm welcome you have shown 
me the three months I  have been 
back at  Seminole.  I t  has been a 
pleasure get t ing re-acquainted 
with you dur ing this t ime.   
 
I  hope as the school year  begins in 
August  that  your  schedule wi l l  al -
low you to join us for  the fal l  and 
Chr istmas season.  We wil l  begin 
rehearsing our  Chr istmas music 
in late September or ear ly Octo-
ber .  Now is the ideal t ime to join 
us.  See you Wednesday evening 
at  7:45. 
 
Danny 

Financ ia l  
Summary 

 
J an  1 — J un  30, 

2005  
 
Total Offer ings 
$243,918 
 
Total Expenses 
$221,437 
 
Net  Change In  
General Fund 
$22,481 
 
 
Offer ings Budgeted 
for  August  2005* 
$34,200 
 
Needed Weekly 
$8,550 
 
 
*  Based on revised 
budget for  remain-
der  of 2005 

Report From  
The Financ e  
Committee 

 
The Finance Commit tee held i ts 
third quar ter ly meet ing of 2005 
on July 19.  Here are a few high-
l ights from that  meet ing: 
 
� Reviewed financials for  2nd 

quar ter  and noted that  the 
chur ch’s f i nances remain 
heal thy 

� Noted that  internal audi t ing 
has been completed through 
June 2005 with no anomal ies 

� Discussed prel iminary budget 
mat ters for  2006 

� Wil l  soon be sol ici t ing 
budget  requests from 
department  heads 

� Plan to submit  2006 
budget  to Session for  
approval  by October  6 

The next  mini-l ibrary display wi l l  
be August  21 before and after  
church service.  A sampl ing of 
books wi l l  be available for  check-
out .  Books can also be returned 
here, and l ibrary card appl ica-
t ions wil l  be available.  Look for  
i t  in the nar thex. 

A l ibrary commit tee is being 
formed. I f you have ideas for  help-
ing our  l ibrary funct ion smoothly 
and grow, and/or  you are a reader  
of Chr ist ian l i terature, please let  
me know i f you would be inter -
ested in being on this commit tee.  
I  t ry to do meet ings-by-mai l as  
much as possible. 
 
Debbie Vincent  

Books and Stuff 
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August 
Birthdays 

 
 

4   Tami Pothoven 
 
6   Ken Smith, Jr . 
 
8   Bi l l  Bergen 
 
10 Heather               
     McFar land 
 
12 Carolyn Keen 
 
14 Emi l ie Byrne 
 
14 Jan Hawes 
 
17 Ken Smith, Sr . 
 
17 Steve Pothoven 
 
18 Jul ie Gr iffi th 
 
19 Servy Fernandez 
 
19 Br i t tany Connol ly 
 
20 Stephanie Hi l lery 
 
26 Judy VanderPloeg 
 
29 Lar ry Dickey 
 
 
 

Covenant Connec tions 

New Adult Sunday Sc hool Classes 
Begi nn i ng Sunday, August  21—9:30 AM  

I  Cor i n t h i ans 
 
This class, also known as the 
Walden Class, wi l l  meet  in Room 
114 and wi l l  be studying I  Cor in-
thians, Par t  I  for  the Fal l  Quar-
ter .   
 
The Apost le Paul has addressed 
this let ter  to Seminole Church as 
we read in I  Cor . 1:2, “To the 
church of God in Cor inth, to 
those sanct i fied in Chr ist  Jesus 
and cal led to be holy, together 
wi th al l  those everywhere (that ’s 
us) who cal l  on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Chr ist—their  Lord 
and ours. (NIV)”  So we wi l l  be 
taking this let ter  personal ly. 
 
The lessons even though progres-
sive, wi l l  be designed so as to be 
completed each week.  That  
means you can drop in for  a week 
or  more and st i l l  be blessed with 
a Sunday School exper ience. 
 
Al l  are welcome to at tend.  Our 
age is ageless—adul t , men, 
women, and couples.  You wi l l  fi t  
r ight  in!  Br ing your  Bible (our  
text  book) and learn, have fun, 
and be blessed! 
 
Leading the class wi l l  be Elder  
Bi l l  Earnest  wi th guest  leaders 
from t ime to t ime. 

The Ret u r n i ng K i ng 
 
This class is a study of the Book 
of Revelat ion, one of the most  
myster ious, yet  Chr ist -centered 
books in al l  of sacred scr ipture.  
Unl ike the histor ical gospel nar-
rat ives and the epist les, Revela-
t ion uses extensive symbolism to 
convey spir i tual  t ruth.  Over  the 
years many opinions and systems 
of interpretat ion have ar isen to 
understand this final book of the 
Bible. 
 
The goal of this study is to sim-
pl i fy the message of Revelat ion to 
understand i ts cent ral  theme: the 
returning K ing, our Lord Jesus 
Chr ist , who urges us to persevere 
through the t r ibulat ions we en-
dure in this l i fe knowing that  one 
day He wil l  return for  His people. 
 
Our  text  book wi l l  be the Bible, 
and we wi l l  fol low a discussion 
format .  I t  is hoped that  you wi l l  
be challenged to study and medi-
tate on God’s word to appreciate 
the promises He has made to us. 
 
This study wi l l  be led by Deacon 
Bryan Toenes in the High School 
L ibrary. 
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August   
Anniversaries 
 
8/7—Richard and 
Sarah Zak 
 
8/16—Frank and 
Connie Frai l 
 
8/18—Tom and  
Er lean Hi l ls 
 
8/31—Nick and 
Brynn Tiscione 
 

Covenant Connec tions 

From The Pastor’s Desk  
By Pastor John Keen 

HELP! 
 
We need a few 
wonder ful people 
to volunteer  to 
cl ean up t he 
ki tchen after  our 
fel lowship t ime on 
Sunday mornings.  
I f you would be 
wi l l ing to put  away 
the coffee and 
juice, wipe down 
tables and make 
sure the ki tchen 
area is clean, 
please contact  Pas-
tor  Keen. 

people of var ious ethnic, socioeco-
nomic, and diverse backgrounds 
in sacred scr ipture.  Moreover , 
we wi l l  study and discuss Jesus’ 
interact ion with males and fe-
males, young and old, r ich and 
poor , Jew and Gent i le.   
 
Pastor  Keen is not  interested in a 
st raight  lecture, but  a more 
“dialogical” approach in this se-
r ies.  No one wi l l  be cal led upon 
to speak, but  quest ions and re-
marks of interest  wi l l  cer tainly 
be enter tained. The class wil l  be 
taught  in the Fellowship Hal l  at  
6:30 pm and wi l l  conclude 
prompt ly at  7:30 pm; thus, al l  
those who are involved in choir  
can par t icipate and be on t ime for 
choir  pract ice.   
 
Remember , each Wednesday 
night  we have a wonderful  pro-
gram in place for  adults, students 
and chi ldren of al l  ages!  Please 
mark your  calendars now for  
Wednesday night , August  17, as 
we “kick-off” the fal l  at  Seminole 
Church!  There is a place for  you 
and your  ent i re fami ly at  Semi-
nole Church every Wednesday 
night !  

Have you ever  wondered what  
people l ike Zaccheus, the woman 
at  the wel l , the man born bl ind, 
the woman caught  in adul tery, 
and a host  of other  bibl ical  charac-
ters have in common?  Al l  these 
individuals (and many more) had 
a “close encounter” wi th Jesus 
Chr ist .   
 
Beginning Wednesday night , Au-
gust  17, Pastor  Keen wi l l  begin 
teaching on the theme of “Close 
Encounters wi th Jesus.”  The se-
r ies wil l  be presented every 
Wednesday night  as an adul t  Bi-
ble study for  everyone not  in-
volved in our  youth and/or  chi l -
dren’s minist r ies. The ser ies wil l  
include Jesus’ interact ion with 
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Missions and  Outreac h 

Vision 2025 Update—Afric a and Pac ific  
Nic k Tisc ione 

Don and Judy Vander Ploeg 
Jaars, I nc. Serving Wycl i ffe Bible 
Translators 
 
The fol lowing is an excerpt  from 
the Vander Ploeg’s most  recent  
let ter  to us at  Seminole.  I f you 
would l ike to read the ful l  version 
of what  is going on in their  l ives 
and minist ry, stop by the Mis-
sions bul let in board and take 
home a copy!  Here at  Seminole 
we support  the Vander Ploegs fi-
nancial ly through the generosi ty 
of your  giving, but  they also need 
your  prayers and encouragement !  
Their  address is l isted below i f 
you would l ike to send them a l i t -
t le note to encourage them as 
they serve the Lord. 
 
Don and Judy Vander Ploeg 
6110 Webster  Way 
Waxhaw, NC 28173 
judy_vander_ploeg@sil .org   

Since Don and I  have worked in 
both Afr ica and the Paci fic and 
have had a par t  in these projects, 
we want  to share with you what 
God has brought  about . 
 
Paci f i c 
Th i r t y -t w o languages in the Pa-
ci fic Area are catalogued for  2005 
in the New Testaments Near ing 
Compl et i on Pr ayer  Pr oject .  
(Within two to three years)  Ask 
God for  protect ion and wisdom 
for  those who are carrying on the 
projects.  Pr ai se God for  the 
New Testaments publ ished in 16 
of the Paci fic Area languages this 
year ! 
 
Af r i ca 
For t y-seven  projects in the Af-
r ica Area are being t racked 
through the New Testaments 
Near ing Complet ion Prayer  Pro-
ject .  Pr ai se God for  the four  
language groups in Afr ica who re-
ceived the New Testament  in 
their  own language this year . 
 
As we think of the ongoing t rans-
lat ion in these two areas some 
prayer  requests would be: 
 
Pr ay for  peace throughout  the 
nat ions and for  creat ive ways to 
cont inue t ranslat ion programs 
that  have had to be relocated be-

I f you would 
l ike more infor-
mat ion or  to 
join this or  any 
ot her  shor t -
term mission 
t r ip, visi t  the 
web si te:   
 
www.jar r s.or g/
t r ipsa.shtml 



PAGE 7 AUGUST 2005�

Missions and  Outreac h 

Vision 2025 Update—Afric a and Pac ific  
By Nic k Tisc ione  

(Continued from page 6) 

cause of unrest  in the count ry. 
 
Pr ay for  heal th, st rength, stabi l -
i ty, protect ion and increased re-
sistance to diseases such as ma-
lar ia and dengue fever . 
 
Pr ay for  safety in the hazards of 
l iving and t ravel  via aircraft , 
boats and hiking. 
 
Don has been invi ted to join a 
shor t  term mission t r ip to Kenya.  
Several  shor t -term t r ips, spon-
sored by the JAARS Public Rela-
t ions Department  occur  every 
year .  This t r ip wi l l  be October  1-
15, 2005.  The team wil l  be in-
volved in var ious carpent ry pro-
jects.  Members of the team wi l l  
interact  wi th bel ievers and sup-
por t  the ongoing work of Bible 
t ranslat ion.  Because of Don’s flu-
ency in K iswahil i , his const ruc-
t ion ski l ls and knowledge of 
Kenya, i t  is obvious why he has 
been invi ted to join the team.  
However, for  this t r ip he wil l  
need to raise the needed funds--
$2,900. 
 
I nterest ingly, we have already re-
ceived $200 towards the t r ip.  
This let ter  is the first  we have 
ment ioned this oppor tuni ty to 
anyone.  I n fact , Don told me 
about  the possibi l i ty of the t r ip as 

we were dr iving to meet  the t rain 
for  my t ravel  to Flor ida.  The fol-
lowing week we received a check 
marked “shor t  term mission t r ip.”  
We took that  as confi rmat ion 
that  Don should return to Kenya. 

I f you would l ike to help finan-
cial ly wi th this t r ip send your  
name, address, and phone num-
ber  along with a check made out  
and mailed to: JAARS, I nc., Pub-
l ic Relat ions, PO Box 248, Wax-
haw, NC 28173.  Please remem-
ber  to indicate on the memo l ine:  
Kenya t r ip Don Vander Ploeg. 
 
We appreciate al l  of you who 
have invested in our  l ives and Bi-
ble t ranslat ion.  We can only 
serve Bible t ranslators around 
the wor ld with people l ike you as 
par t  of our  team. 
 
Blessings, 
 
the Vander Ploegs 
 

Outreac h Team 
 
 
Kathryn Smith 
 
K it  Rackham 
 
Bev Thomson 
 
Andy Thomson 
 
Joe Blue 
 
Lar ry Dickey 
 
Session L iaison 
Gregg Quick 
 
Diaconate L iaison 
Nick Tiscione 
 
 
Please keep these 
people in your 
prayers as they 
cont inue to serve 
as leaders in our 
missions and out -
reach program. 
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school" and learned what  school 
was l ike for  boys in ancient  Pales-
t ine. They have explored the t ra-
di t ion of the havdalah candle, 
learned i ts signi ficance in Sabbath 
observance, and made their  own 
candles. The chi ldren have also 
heard about  the way Jews touch 
the "mezuza", which means door-
post  and contains the "Shema". 
The chi ldren have reci ted and 
sung the words of the "Shema", 
which comes from Deut . 6:4-5 and 
was the fi rst  great  law of God©s 
people, helping them remember 
that  there was only one t rue God. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

"Shalom chaver im!" These He-
brew words mean "Peace, good 
fr iends", and they are sung every 
week by the chi ldren in Sunday 
School as they exper ience a Holy 
Land Adventure. This summer 
chi ldren in K4 through 6th grades 
are t ravel ing back in t ime to a Je-
rusalem Marketplace to learn 
about  God©s love and His plan for  
salvat ion--especial ly as i t  is re-
vealed in ancient  Jewish cul tures 
and customs.  
 
Each Sunday the chi ldren see, 
hear , touch, and even taste what 
i t  was l ike to l ive in Bible t imes. 
They have gone to "synagogue 

Child ren’s Ministry 

The Holy Land Adventure Continues 
By Jane Lambers 

W—Wisdom 
O—Ownership 
R—Respect  
D—Discernment  
S—Smile                                      Proverbs 25:11 
 

Welcomi ng t he st af f  of  t he Cambr i dge School  
Wednesday, August  4, 2005 

 
Wi l l  you “sponsor” a teacher /staff member, at  $5?   
 
Wi l l  you bake goodies for  teachers &  staff?   
 
This year  we are helping TCS purchase umbrel las for  the ent i re school 
staff.  We wil l  provide apples on “W” day and wax l ips on “S” day. 

Teac her Projec t 

Sunday Sc hool 
Classes  

 
Al l  classes begin 
at  9:30 AM. 
 
Adults  
(through 8/14) 
L i fe of David 
H. S. L ibrary 
 
Study of Joseph 
Room 114 
 
Adults  
(beginning 8/21) 
I  Cor inthians 
Room 114 
 
The Returning 
King 
H.S. L ibrary 
 
Youth 
Basic  
Chr istiani ty 
(Grades 6-8) 
Just in’s Office 
 
Apostle’s Creed 
(Grades 9-12) 
Room 601 
 
Chi ldren 
Infant  Nursery 
and 1’s 
Room 113 
 
2’s and 3’s 
Room 110 
 
K4-6th Grades 
Fel lowship Hall 
 
“Holy Land  
Exper ience” 
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Child ren’s Ministry 

The Holy Land Adventure Continues 
By Jane Lambers 

 

Wednesday 
Night 

 Programs 
 
 
 
 

Ch i ldr en  
 

Choir  
6:00 pm 

 
 

GEMS &  Cadets 
Kingdom Kids 

6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

You t h  
 

H igh School Gym 
6:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

Adu l t s 
 

Bible Study with 
Pastor  Keen 

6:30 pm 
 
 

Choir  
7:45 pm 

(Continued from page 8) 

Every other  week, parent  and 
youth volunteers dramat ize how 
people may have reacted to Jesus© 
last  week on ear th. They have 
seen how Jesus© disciples, fr iends, 
and st rangers exper ienced Palm 
Sunday, the Last  Supper, and Je-
sus© arrest . After  hear ing about 
how Jesus washed his disciples© 
feet  at  the Last  Supper, the chi l -
dren tasted and smel led food 
that  would have been served at  

that  Passover  meal. I n weeks to 
come, the chi ldren wil l  make and 
play with dreidels, sing and 
dance to middle eastern music, 
pract ice Hebrew wr i t ing, play Bi-
ble t ime games, make harps, 
pract ice weaving and jewelry-
making, and learn about  Jesus© 
love and sacr i fice. Don©t  miss any 
of the fun--there are only a 
few weeks left  to visi t  the Jerusa-
lem Marketplace! 
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Sessi on  M eet i ng 
 

Tuesday 
August  2 

 
Deacon  M eet i ng 
 

Thursday 
August  25 

Dur ing the month of August  we 
wi l l  be taking nominat ions for  the 
offices of Rul ing Elder  and Dea-
con for  the new terms beginning 
in 2006.  Nominat ion forms wi l l  
be available in the nar thex and 
the foyer  each Sunday of the 
month. 
 
The pr imary quali ficat ions for  of-
fice are taken from I  Timothy 3:1-
7 and Ti tus 1:6-9.  Other  require-
ments speci fic to the PCA and to 
Seminole are pr inted on the 
nominat ion forms.  Men who are 

nominated to an office for  the fi rst  
t ime wil l  t rain with Pastor  Keen 
pr ior  to being examined by the 
Session.  When the Session sub-
mits candidates for  office to the 
congregat ion, a meet ing wil l  be 
held at  least  30 days later  for  the 
purpose of elect ing officers for  the 
new term. 
 
Be praying now for  the men God 
wi l l  raise up to lead our  church in 
the coming years.  Perhaps God is 
prepar ing you for  this high cal l -
ing.  Wi l l  you answer His cal l? 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 
 
 
Wed. Night  
Act ivi t ies  
Resume 

18 19 
 
 
Fi lm, Faith, &  
Phi losophy 
7:00 pm 

20 

21 
 
Fal l  Adult  
Sunday School 
Classes Begin 

22 23 24 25 26 27 
 
Laser  Tag 
 
 

28 29 30 31    

SPC Ca lendar 
August 2005 



Semi nol e Pr esbyt er i an  Chur ch  
6101 N. Habana Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33614 
(813) 877-6783 

church@seminolepca.org 
ht tp://www.seminolepca.org 

 

 
A Congregat ion of the  

Presbyter ian Church in Amer ica 
ht tp://www.pcanet .org 

 
Faithful to the Scr iptures,  

True to the Reformed Faith,  
And Obedient  to the Great  Commission  

of Jesus Chr ist  
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
 
Senior  Pastor                              John Keen                                    Ext  254             jkeen@seminolepca.org  
Administ rat ive Assistant           Daniel le Pendergrass                  Ext  222             spc@seminolepca.org 
Business Administ rator             Jackie Toenes                              Ext  238             j toenes@seminolepca.org 
Chi ldren’s Co-Directors            Jane Lambers                              Ext  240             j lambers@seminolepca.org 
                                                    Cindy Quick                                 Ext  240             cquick@seminolepca.org 
Youth Director                            Just in Woodall                              Ext  242             jwoodal l@seminolepca.org 
Chief Musician                           Danny Compher                                                    dcompher@seminolepca.org 
Organist                                      Sylvia Chai  
Pianist                                         Rebecca Groomes                                                  bgroomes@seminolepca.org 
S.W.I .M. President                     Cathy Armstrong                         
                                                     

OFFICERS 

SESSION 
 
Joe DeNit to                   jdenit to@seminolepca.org 
Bi l l  Earnest                    bearnest@seminolepca.org 
Chip Johnson                cjohnson@seminolepca.org 
Preston Kneeshaw        pkneeshaw@seminolepca.org 
Don Loose                      dloose@seminolepca.org 
Gregg Quick (Clerk)     gquick@seminolepca.org 
Br ian Waugh                 bwaugh@seminolepca.org 

DIACONATE 
 
Bi l l  Cut ler                        bcut ler@seminolepca.org 
Steve Lynn                      slynn@seminolepca.org 
Steve Pothoven (Chair )  spothoven@seminolepca.org 
Nick Tiscione                  nt iscione@seminolepca.org 
Bryan Toenes                 btoenes@seminolepca.org 
Tony Yoder                      tyoder@seminolepca.org 
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