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Who Is Seminole?

After months of hard work
and prayer from the Session,
the Diaconate, and Pastor
Keen, the purpose and vi-
sion of Seminole Presbyte-
rian Church are finally tak-

ing shape. While we are
still working on the details,
we are pleased to share the
beginning of what God is re-
vealing about the future of
Seminole.

Our Purpose

Seminole Presbyterian Church exists to build Biblical, vital,
and relevant relationships with God, one another, and the
world for a lifetime and for eternity.

“Seek the welfare of the city to which | have called you.
Pray tothe Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare, you too will
have welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:7)

Our Vision

Our church’s response to the call of God is to create, within
the heart of the city, a community where people are con-
fronted by the power of the Gospel through every ministry of
our church, and subsequently, learn to live their lives
through Christ in the world. By the grace of God, we will
seek to address the physical, spiritual, emotional, and edu-
cational needs of our members and community regardless of
age, race, gender or circumstance. We will do thisthrough a
variety of word and deed ministries governed by Sacred
Scripture. We believe the fulfillment of this vision demands
an approach to ministry that is Regional, Relevant, Rela-
tional, and Reforming.
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Covenant Connections

Food, Fun,
& Fellowship

Leave the kids at home and come
join us for some kid's play! We
are going to venture out and try
our hand at Laser Tag! Mark
your calendars for Saturday, Au-
gust 27. Call Laura Strickland
for more information at 814-9649.
Please RSVP by Monday, August
22 as space is limited. All adults
areinvited. Come if you dare!

TCS
Exchange Sudent

The Cambridge School has ac-
cepted an exchange student from
Slovakia. They need help in find-
ing Monika an American family
that is willing and able to trans-
port her to school (or carpool) and
other related events. Monika will
be a junior at TCS. If you are in-
terested in hosting Monika or
know someone who is, please con-
tact:

Dale Nicholson
DM Discoveries
Regional Manager
www.dmdusa.com
1-877-256-0971 Toll Free
1-401-736-0376 Office
1-775-667-6036 E-Fax

Cool Off At
Water Night!

Get wet and wild at Water Night
on Wednesday, August 17 as we
welcome back our Wednesday
family night activities. That eve-
ning parents may register their
children for our Wednesday night
kidsCrograms: Kingdom Kids, G.
E.M.S. and Cadets. Later while
the parents are meeting for Bible
study, children in K4 through 6th
grades will gather in the court-
yard for lots of wet and messy fun.
We&l eat sno-cones, play silly
games, and cool off with plenty of
water. Don® forget your bathing
suit--you®l need it for the giant
water slide!

Him, FRaith,
& Philosophy
Resumes

After a summer hiatus, Film,
Faith, & Philosophy will resume
on Friday, August 19 at the
Woodall’'s home. To kick off the
fall, we will be watching X-men.
Come enjoy the kettle-corn, the
discussion, and the fellowship as
we peak into our culture through
the window of film.
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Covenant Connections

Choir

I would like to thank you for the
warm welcome you have shown
me the three months | have been
back at Seminole. It has been a
pleasure getting re-acquainted
with you during this time.

| hope as the school year beginsin
August that your schedule will al-
low you to join us for the fall and
Christmas season. We will begin
rehearsing our Christmas music
in late September or early Octo-
ber. Now is the ideal time to join
us. See you Wednesday evening
at 7:45.

Danny

Report Hom
The Hnance
Committee

The Finance Committee held its
third quarterly meeting of 2005
on July 19. Here are a few high-
lights from that meeting:

Reviewed financials for 2nd
quarter and noted that the
church’s finances remain
healthy
Noted that internal auditing
has been completed through
June 2005 with no anomalies
Discussed preliminary budget
matters for 2006
Will soon be soliciting
budget requests from
department heads
Plan to submit 2006
budget to Session for
approval by October 6

Books and Suff

The next mini-library display will
be August 21 before and after
church service. A sampling of
books will be available for check-
out. Books can also be returned
here, and library card applica-
tions will be available. Look for
it in the narthex.

A library committee is being
formed. If you have ideas for help-
ing our library function smoothly
and grow, and/or you are a reader
of Christian literature, please let
me know if you would be inter-
ested in being on this committee.
| try to do meetings-by-mail as
much as possible.

Debbie Vincent

HAnancial
Summary

Jan 1—Jun 30,
2005

Total Offerings
$243,918

Total Expenses
$221,437

Net Changeln
General Fund
$22,481

Offerings Budgeted
for August 2005*
$34,200

Needed Weekly
$8,550

* Based on revised
budget for remain-
der of 2005
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Birthdays

4 Tami Pothoven
6 Ken Smith, Jr.
8 Bill Bergen

10 Heather
McFarland

12 Carolyn Keen

14 Emilie Byrne

14 Jan Hawes

17 Ken Smith, Sr.

17 Steve Pothoven
18 Julie Griffith

19 Servy Fernandez
19 Brittany Connolly
20 Stephanie Hillery
26 Judy VanderPloeg

29 Larry Dickey

Covenant Connections

New Adult Sunday School Classes

Beginning Sunday, August 21—9:30 AM

The Returning King

This class is a study of the Book
of Revelation, one of the most
mysterious, yet Christ-centered
books in all of sacred scripture.
Unlike the historical gospel nar-
ratives and the epistles, Revela-
tion uses extensive symbolism to
convey spiritual truth. Over the
years many opinions and systems
of interpretation have arisen to
understand this final book of the
Bible.

The goal of this study is to sim-
plify the message of Revelation to
understand its central theme: the
returning King, our Lord Jesus
Christ, who urges us to persevere
through the tribulations we en-
durein this life knowing that one
day He will return for His people.

Our text book will be the Bible,
and we will follow a discussion
format. It is hoped that you will
be challenged to study and medi-
tate on God’'s word to appreciate
the promises He has made to us.

This study will be led by Deacon
Bryan Toenes in the High School
Library.

| Corinthians

This class, also known as the
Walden Class, will meet in Room
114 and will be studying | Corin-
thians, Part | for the Fall Quar-
ter.

The Apostle Paul has addressed
this letter to Seminole Church as
we read in | Cor. 1:2, “To the
church of God in Corinth, to
those sanctified in Christ Jesus
and called to be holy, together
with all those everywhere (that’s
us) who call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord
and ours. (NI1V)” So we will be
taking this letter personally.

The lessons even though progres-
sive, will be designed so as to be
completed each week. That
means you can drop in for a week
or more and still be blessed with
a Sunday School experience.

All are welcome to attend. Our
age is ageless—adult, men,
women, and couples. You will fit
right in! Bring your Bible (our
text book) and learn, have fun,
and be blessed!

Leading the class will be Elder
Bill Earnest with guest leaders
from timeto time.
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Covenant Connections

Fom The Pastor’'s Desk
By Pastor John Keen

Have you ever wondered what
people like Zaccheus, the woman
at the well, the man born blind,
the woman caught in adultery,
and a host of other biblical charac-
ters have in common? All these
individuals (and many more) had
a “close encounter” with Jesus
Christ.

Beginning Wednesday night, Au-
gust 17, Pastor Keen will begin
teaching on the theme of “Close
Encounters with Jesus.” The se-
ries will be presented every
Wednesday night as an adult Bi-
ble study for everyone not in-
volved in our youth and/or chil-
dren’s ministries. The series will
include Jesus’ interaction with

people of various ethnic, socioeco-
nomic, and diverse backgrounds
in sacred scripture. Moreover,
we will study and discuss Jesus’
interaction with males and fe-
males, young and old, rich and
poor, Jew and Gentile.

Pastor Keen is not interested in a
straight lecture, but a more
“dialogical” approach in this se-
ries. No one will be called upon
to speak, but questions and re-
marks of interest will certainly
be entertained. The class will be
taught in the Fellowship Hall at
6:30 pm and will conclude
promptly at 7:30 pm; thus, all
those who are involved in choir
can participate and be on time for
choir practice.

Remember, each Wednesday
night we have a wonderful pro-
gram in place for adults, students
and children of all ages! Please
mark your calendars now for
Wednesday night, August 17, as
we “kick-off” the fall at Seminole
Church! There is a place for you
and your entire family at Semi-
nole Church every Wednesday
night!

August
Anniversaries

8/7—Richard and
Sarah Zak

8/16—Frank and
Connie Frail

8/18—Tom and
Erlean Hills

8/31—Nick and
Brynn Tiscione

HELP!

We need a few
wonderful  people
to volunteer to
clean up the
kitchen after our
fellowship time on
Sunday mornings.
If you would be
willing to put away
the coffee and
juice, wipe down
tables and make
sure the Kkitchen
area is clean,
please contact Pas-
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Missonsand Outreach

Vision 2025 Update—Africa and Pacific

Nick Tiscione

If you would
like more infor-
mation or to
join this or any
other short-
term mission
trip, visit the
web site:

www.jarrs.org/
tripsa.shtml

Don and Judy Vander Ploeg
Jaars, Inc. Serving Wycliffe Bible
Translators

The following is an excerpt from
the Vander Ploeg’s most recent
letter to us at Seminole. If you
would like toread the full version
of what is going on in their lives
and ministry, stop by the Mis-
sions bulletin board and take
home a copy! Here at Seminole
we support the Vander Ploegs fi-
nancially through the generosity
of your giving, but they also need
your prayers and encouragement!
Their address is listed below if
you would like to send them a lit-
tle note to encourage them as
they serve the Lord.

Don and Judy Vander Ploeg
6110 Webster Way
Waxhaw, NC 28173
judy_vander_ploeg@sil.org

Since Don and | have worked in
both Africa and the Pacific and
have had a part in these projects,
we want to share with you what
God has brought about.

Pacific

Thirty-two languages in the Pa-
cific Area are catalogued for 2005
in the New Testaments Nearing
Completion Prayer Project.
(Within two to three years) Ask
God for protection and wisdom
for those who are carrying on the
projects. Praise God for the
New Testaments published in 16
of the Pacific Area languages this
year!

Africa

Forty-seven projects in the Af-
rica Area are being tracked
through the New Testaments
Nearing Completion Prayer Pro-
ject. Praise God for the four
language groupsin Africa who re-
ceived the New Testament in
their own language this year.

As we think of the ongoing trans-
lation in these two areas some
prayer requests would be:

Pray for peace throughout the
nations and for creative ways to
continue translation programs
that have had to be relocated be-
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Missonsand Outreach

Vision 2025 Update—Africa and Pacific
By Nick Tiscione

(Continued from page 6)
cause of unrest in the country.

Pray for health, strength, stabil-
ity, protection and increased re-
sistance to diseases such as ma-
laria and dengue fever.

Pray for safety in the hazards of
living and travel via aircraft,
boats and hiking.

Don has been invited to join a
short term mission trip to Kenya.
Several short-term trips, spon-
sored by the JAARS Public Rela-
tions Department occur every
year. This trip will be October 1-
15, 2005. The team will be in-
volved in various carpentry pro-
jects. Members of the team will
interact with believers and sup-
port the ongoing work of Bible
translation. Because of Don’s flu-
ency in Kiswahili, his construc-
tion skills and knowledge of
Kenya, it is obvious why he has
been invited to join the team.
However, for this trip he will
need to raise the needed funds--
$2,900.

Interestingly, we have already re-
ceived $200 towards the trip.
This letter is the first we have
mentioned this opportunity to
anyone. In fact, Don told me
about the possibility of the trip as

we were driving to meet the train
for my travel to Florida. The fol-
lowing week we received a check
marked “short term mission trip.”
We took that as confirmation
that Don should return to Kenya.

If you would like to help finan-
cially with this trip send your
name, address, and phone num-
ber along with a check made out
and mailed to: JAARS, Inc., Pub-
lic Relations, PO Box 248, Wax-
haw, NC 28173. Please remem-
ber to indicate on the memo line:
Kenya trip Don Vander Ploeg.

We appreciate all of you who
have invested in our lives and Bi-
ble translation. We can only
serve Bible translators around
the world with people like you as
part of our team.

Blessings,

the Vander Ploegs

Outreach Team

Kathryn Smith
Kit Rackham
Bev Thomson
Andy Thomson
Joe Blue
Larry Dickey

Session Liaison
Gregg Quick

Diaconate Liaison
Nick Tiscione

Please keep these
people in your
prayers as they
continue to serve
as leaders in our
missions and out-
reach program.
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Sunday School
Classes

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults
(through 8/14)
Life of David
H.S. Library

Study of Joseph
Room 114

Adults
(beginning 8/21)
| Corinthians
Room 114

The Returning
King
H.S. Library

Youth

Basic
Christianity
(Grades 6-8)
Justin’s Office

Apostle’s Creed
(Grades 9-12)
Room 601

Children
Infant Nursery
and 1's

Room 113

2’'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-6th Grades
Fellowship Hall

“Holy Land
Experience”

Children’s Ministry

The Holy Land Adventure Continues
By Jane Lambers

"Shalom chaverim!" These He-
brew words mean "Peace, good
friends", and they are sung every
week by the children in Sunday
School as they experience a Holy
Land Adventure. This summer
children in K4 through 6th grades
are traveling back in time to a Je-
rusalem Marketplace to learn
about God® love and His plan for
salvation--especially as it is re-
vealed in ancient Jewish cultures
and customs.

Each Sunday the children see,
hear, touch, and even taste what
it was like to live in Bible times.
They have gone to "synagogue

school” and learned what school
was like for boys in ancient Pales-
tine. They have explored the tra-
dition of the havdalah candle,
learned its significance in Sabbath
observance, and made their own
candles. The children have also
heard about the way Jews touch
the "mezuza", which means door-
post and contains the "Shema".
The children have recited and
sung the words of the "Shema",
which comes from Deut. 6:4-5 and
was the first great law of God®
people, helping them remember
that there was only one true God.

(Continued on page 9)

Teacher Project

W—Wisdom :
O—Ownership _.-p -
R—Respect C
D—Discernment e
S—Smile Proverbs 25:11 Teacher
Apprecialion

Welcoming the staff of the Cambridge School
Wednesday, August 4, 2005

Will you “sponsor” a teacher/staff member, at $5?

Will you bake goodies for teachers & staff?

o
’
L if,""',.i

F ot 1"-;
a4
W

This year we are helping TCS purchase umbrellas for the entire school
staff. We will provide apples on “W” day and wax lips on “S” day.
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Children’s Ministry

- Wednesda
The Holy Land Adventure Continues Night Y
By Jane Lambers Programs
(Continued from page 8) that Passover meal. In weeks to
Every other week, parent and come, the children will make and
youth volunteers dramatize how play with dreidels, sing and :
. . Children
people may have reacted to Jesus© dance to middle eastern music,
last week on earth. They have practice Hebrew writing, play Bi- Choir
seen how Jesus@isciples, friends, ble time games, make harps, 6:00 pm
and strangers experienced Palm practice weaving and jewelry-
Sunday, the Last Supper, and Je- making, and learn about Jesus©
sus©arrest. After hearing about love and sacrifice. Don® miss any GEMS & Cadets
how Jesus washed his disciples© of the fun--there are only a Kingdom Kids
feet at the Last Supper, the chil- few weeks left to visit the Jerusa- 6:30 pm
dren tasted and smelled food Iem Marketplace!
that would have been served at
Youth
SUNTEY High School Gym
L 6:30 pm
Adults

Bible Study with
Pastor Keen
6:30 pm

Choir
7:45 pm

‘Whatever happened to the Bible being sufficient?
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Session Meeting

Tuesday
August 2

Deacon Meeting

Thursday
August 25

Coming Events
Officer Nominations

During the month of August we
will be taking nominations for the
offices of Ruling Elder and Dea-
con for the new terms beginning
in 2006. Nomination forms will
be available in the narthex and
the foyer each Sunday of the
month.

The primary qualifications for of-
fice are taken from | Timothy 3:1-
7 and Titus 1:6-9. Other require-
ments specific to the PCA and to
Seminole are printed on the
nomination forms. Men who are

nominated to an office for the first
time will train with Pastor Keen
prior to being examined by the
Session. When the Session sub-
mits candidates for office to the
congregation, a meeting will be
held at least 30 days later for the
purpose of electing officers for the
new term.

Be praying now for the men God
will raise up to lead our church in
the coming years. Perhaps God is
preparing you for this high call-
ing. Will you answer His call?

"Well, gentlemen, Robert's Rules doesn't seem
to SPEEif‘r’ whether prayer should come
before or after the call to order.”

AP Wl Shmene.

r/\?>
' A
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SPC Calendar

August 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Wed. Night Film, Faith, &

Activities Philosophy

Resume 7:00 pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Fall Adult Laser Tag
Sunday School
Classes Begin
28 29 30 31

A
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Seminole Presbyterian Church
6101 N. Habana Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614

(813) 877-6783

church@seminolepca.org
http://www.seminolepca.org

A Congregation of the

Presbyterian Church in America

http://www.pcanet.org

Faithful tothe Scriptures,
Truetothe Reformed Faith,
And Obedient tothe Great Commission

of Jesus Christ

CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen
Administrative Assistant Danielle Pendergrass
Business Administrator Jackie Toenes
Children’s Co-Directors Jane Lambers

Cindy Quick

Youth Director
Chief Musician
Organist

Pianist

S.W.|.M. President

Joe DeNitto

Bill Earnest

Chip Johnson
Preston Kneeshaw
Don Loose

Gregg Quick (Clerk)
Brian Waugh

Justin Woodall
Danny Compher
Sylvia Chai
Rebecca Groomes
Cathy Armstrong

Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
Ext 222 spc@seminolepca.org

Ext 238 jtoenes@seminolepca.org
Ext 240 jlambers@seminolepca.org
Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org
Ext 242 jwoodall @seminolepca.org

dcompher @eminolepca.org

bgroomes@seminolepca.org

OFFICERS

SESSION

jdenitto@seminolepca.org
bearnest @seminolepca.org
cjohnson@seminolepca.org
pkneeshaw @seminolepca.org
dloose@seminolepca.org
gquick @seminolepca.org
bwaugh@seminolepca.org

DIACONATE
Bill Cutler bcutler @seminolepca.org
Steve Lynn slynn@seminolepca.org
Steve Pothoven(Chair) spothoven@seminolepca.org
Nick Tiscione ntiscione@seminolepca.org
Bryan Toenes btoenes@seminolepca.org
Tony Yoder tyoder @seminolepca.org
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