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Does this seem Ilike a
strange title for the cover of
the monthly newsletter?
Doesn’'t the front page get
reserved either for the most
important news or for some
theme that flows through
the rest of the newsletter?
Well, yes, and that is why
this story is front page news.

Seminole has had a web
page for several years just
like most churches these
days. But it has only been
in the last year that we
(thanks to Steve Pothoven)
have made serious upgrades
to our site to enhance its
performance and to help get
our message out to the com-
munity.

First, we have worked to im-
prove the number of hits to
our site through search en-
gines such as Google. In the
month of July we had 661
unique visitors to our web
page, and August is not far
behind. Those numbers are
three times what they were
at the beginning of the year!

Secondly, since last fall we
have been keeping archives
of our sermons on-line. You
can visit our web page and
listen on-line or download
them to your computer to
listen to them off-line. More
recently we have managed
to list ourselves on multiple
podcast directories. Our site
was even mentioned in a re-
cent newspaper article in
the St. Pete Times.

Some of the more popular
recent sermons were Pastor
Keen’s sermons on Matthew
8 and Romans 12 and
Justin’s sermon about David
from Il Samuel 11. Those
sermons alone invited 594
hits! Evidently there are a
number of people out there
interested in hearing God’s
word preached!

Where is all of this headed?
How will it help our church
grow and reach more peo-
ple? We don’'t know the an-
swer. But praise God that
Heis already using what we
have to reach so many!
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Covenant Connections
Revitalizing Our Covenant Groups

This month the Christian Educa-
tion Committee will be meeting
with our covenant group leaders
over a light lunch after morning
worship on September 11. We
plan to discuss the current state
of this vital ministry, hear sug-
gestions and feedback from our
group leaders, and discuss ways
to strengthen and grow this min-
istry in the future.

One of the four approaches to
ministry that is listed in our vi-
sion is to be Relational. That
means that we want Seminole to

Book Sale Report

Our used book sale on July 30
raised $150. Ten tables of books,
magazines, videos, and music
cassettes were available with un-
beatable prices! The display re-
mained in condensed format Sun-
day through Tuesday as an
honor-market available to church
and school workers. A big Thank
You to all who donated materials
and attended the sale. And a big
Thank You to Gerry Byrne for
her help Saturday morning!

For the future, we might attempt
this again in the spring in con-
junction with other school/church
activities. Hold on to those un-
wanted books!

be a place where people can con-
nect with other people and build
vital and relevant relationships
with them. Our covenant group
ministry is one of the primary
ways to achieve this goal.

That is why it is one of the top
priorities for the Christian Edu-
cation Committee for the rest of
this year and into the beginning
of next year. Please pray for us
and all of the covenant group
leaders as we seek God’'s direc-
tion for the future of this minis-

try.

Writing on the Wall

Drop by the library and check out
the new bulletin board in the
hallway. You get to write on the
wall! (in the designated place, of
course)

I'm asking for a book title, and
author if you know it, of a good
book you have read in the past
year. Kids too! Put your name
with it if you are willing.

I'll be using this like a chat room
and collecting titles appropriate
for our library. Come have fun
sharing!

Debbie Vincent

*** The next mini-library in the narthex will be Sept. 18. ***
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Covenant Connections

Budget Preparation

Please be in prayer for the Fi-
nance Committee and the Dea-
cons as they work on the church’s
2006 budget. The Finance Com-
mittee will be meeting on Sep-
tember 15 to work on the first
draft of the budget.

As our church is growing, there
are many things that need to be
considered in the way of funding.
Please pray that God will give
wisdom to those involved in pre-
paring the budget. The final
budget will be presented to the
congregation after it is approved
by the Session.

Officer Training

Now that officer nominations
have come to a close (as of 8/31),
please be in prayer for the men
who will be training with Pastor
Keen for ordination. Pray that
God will confirm His call to them
and that He will equip them to
serve. And pray for a smooth
transition as some active officers
will “roll off” their respective
boards at the end of the year to
be replaced by the new officers.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will
continue to bless the elders and
the deacons with a spirit of unity.

Officers Retreat

The elders and deacons will meet
again this September 18 in an offi-
cers’ retreat to continue our work
on the church’s vision. In our pre-
vious meetings we were ableto ar-
rive at our purpose and vision
statements, which you see printed
in your bulletin each week. Now
we still need to work on some of
the details that further explain
how we are going to be a Regional,
Relevant, Relational, and Reform-
ing church.

Please be in prayer as we meet to-
gether for our third retreat of this
year. We are excited about the di-
rection our church is heading and
look forward to seeing God do
many great things with our
church in the years to come.

Office Hours

As of August 29, our administra-
tive assistant, Danielle Pender-
grass, will be working Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from
9:00 to 1:.00 and Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 12:30 to 4:30. If
you have any questions, please
call Danielle at 877-6783 ext 222.

HAnancial
Summary

Jan 1 —Jul 31,
2005

Total Offerings
$283,564

Total Expenses
$264,661

Net Changeln
General Fund
$18,903

Offerings Budgeted
for September
2005*

$34,656

Needed Weekly
$8,664

* Based on revised
budget for remain-
der of 2005
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September
Birthdays

1 Rachel Strickland
2 Robert Burgess
6 lda Masco

6 Andrew Johnson
6 Dot Smith

7 Amanda Quick
10 Frank Frail

11 Cameron Pothoven
11 Daisy Sutherland
14 Jonathon Keen
15 Chloe Cawley

16 Matthew Mattice
16 Rebekah Byrne

17 Charles Vander
Ploeg

18 Joshua Yoder
19 Kimi Vincent
19 Ruth Bussard
22 Sally Quick

23 Brynn Tiscione

(Continued on page 5)

Covenant Connections

Bible Brain Twister
By John Kezer

| once made a remark about the
hidden books of the Bible. It
was a lulu, kept people looking so
hard for facts, and for others it
was a revelation. Some were in a
jam, especially since the names of
the books are not capitalized, but
the truth finally struck home to
numbers of readers. To others,
it was a real job. We want it to be
a most fascinating few moments
for you. Yes, there will be some
really easy ones to spot. Others
may require judges to help them. |
will quickly admit it usually takes
a minister to find one of the 17,

and there will be loud lamenta-
tions when it is found. A little
lady says she brews a cup of tea so
she can concentrate better. See
how well you can compete. Relax
now, for there really are the
names of 17 books of the Bible in
these sentences.

One preacher found 16 books in 20
minutes. It took him three weeks
tofind the seventeenth one.

(Hint: See how many books of the
bible you can find in the text
above.)

Brought to you by GCFL.net: The Good, Clean Funnies List
A cheerful heart is good medicine... (Prov 17:22a)
Mail address: GCFL, Box 100, Harvest, AL 35749, USA
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Covenant Connections
The Answerls“C”

You have probably heard the saying, “Cleanliness is next to Godli-
ness.” This month we invite you to play a special game with us called
The Answer Is“C” that promotes this virtue.

1.

After worship each Sunday, the best thing to do with your
bulletin and other papersisto:

A. Leave them on the pew

B. Stuff them in the hymnal rack

C. Takethem with you

D. Fold them into paper airplanes tothrow at the pastor

When you are done using your hymnal each Sunday, the best
thingtodois:

A. Leaveit on your pew

B. Leaveit in the foyer

C. Put it back in the hymnal rack

D. Takeit home and sell it on E-bay

If you want to give your small children something on which

todraw or color, the best thing to useis:

A. Hymnal or Pew Bible

B. Pew itself

C. Children’sworship guide found in the foyer and
narthex (or your own papers)

D. Offering Envelopes

The best place to put tissues, candy wrappers, and other ac-
cessories after the serviceiis:

A. Pew

B. Hymnal rack

C. Trash can

D. Floor

When you get the wrong answer to the first four questions,
the people who tend to these matters are:

A. Hired help

B. Secret elves

C. Your fellow church members

September
Anniversaries

9/13—Servy and
Raquel Fernandez

9/13—Buddy and
Gladys Mayo

9/15—Ron and
Marilyn Quick

9/29—Bill and Mary
Earnest

9/30—Tony and
Donna Carrillo

9/30—Richard and
Stephanie Hillery

September
Birthdays
(Cont.)

(Continued from page 4)
24 Dave Culmer

24 Glee Hamilton
24 lan Mattice

25 Mary Earnest

27 Cathy Armstrong
28 Becky Groomes

28 Mindy McFarland
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HELP!

We need a few
wonderful  people
to volunteer to
clean up the
kitchen after our
fellowship time on
Sunday mornings.
If you would be
willing to put away
the coffee and
juice, wipe down
tables and make
sure the Kkitchen
area is clean,
please contact Pas-
tor Keen.

Covenant Connections

A Monster of a Job
By Bryan Toenes

The Deacons would like to thank
all of you—youth and adults—who
participated in our last church
work day in July. Thanks to you
we were able to clean up the
courtyard and the north side of
the sanctuary building. That in-
cluded trimming bushes, weeding,
and mulching the

beds.

We had a little bit of
unexpected fun when
Tom Cawley arrived
with his monster truck
that he uses for his
business, Cyclone Tree
Service. A half-joking
suggestion turned into
reality when Tom and

Pastor Keen teamed up to trim
the yew trees in the courtyard.
Below are photos of “Rev. Red-
neck” in all his glory with a
power tool just trimming away!

Next time we schedule a work
day, you don’t want to missiit!
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Missonsand Outreach

A Word Htly Spoken

A big thanks to everyone
who participated in this
year’s outreach to the teach-
ers and staff at the Cam-
bridge School. As the teach-
ers and staff came back from
their summer vacations, we
met them with umbrellas, ap-
ples, baked goods, and wax
lips. Asyou can see from the
pictures, there were at least
a few staff members who put
the wax lips to immediate
usel!

Historical
Note

This month
marks the 40th
anniversary of the
beginning of the
Cambridge
School. In Sept.
1965 a day school
kindergarten be-
gan with one
class each of 4
and 5 year olds.
The school was
known as Semi-
nole Presbyterian
School. In 2001
the school became
independent of
the church and
changed its name
to the Cambridge
School. Today the
school goes from
K-12 The Cam-
bridge  School®
(TCS) chief end is
to glorify God by
achieving  excel-
lence in academ-
ics while develop-
ing students®©
moral and spiri-
tual character in
partnership with
their parents. Ob-
jectives are met
by rigorously fol-
lowing  biblical
standards for ex-
cellence in per-
sonal growth, con-
duct and interper-
sonal relation-
ships at all levels.
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Sunday School
Classes

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults

| Corinthians
Room 114

The Returning
King

H.S. Library
Youth

Grades 6-8

Parlor

Grades 9-12
Room 601

Children
Infant Nursery
and 1's

Room 113

2’'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-K5
Room 116

1st—3rd Grade
Room 117 A

4th—6th Grade
Church Library

Children’s Ministry
September Brings New Classes

For Sunday School
By Jane Lambers

After a summer of fun--including
Middle Eastern dancing, dramas,
and crafts-- it is time to return to
our more familiar, but still enjoy-
able, Sunday School classes on
September 4.

This year we will offer four differ-
ent classes for children ages 2
through 6th grade. The two and
three year olds will continue to
meet with Beverly Thomson as
teacher in room 110. This fall our
toddlers will learn about God®
family and hear stories from the
book of Genesis including the
creation, Adam and Eve, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, and Joseph.
Throughout the year, the toddlers
will learn as the Bible story is told
to them and as they are encour-
aged to respond to the story
through prayer, song, movement,
discussion, and memorization
from the Bible and the First Cate-
chism.

If your child turns four before
September 1, he may attend our
K4-K5 class. It is intended for 4
through 6 year olds who are not
yet in 1st grade. Sarah Zak will be
teaching this class in room 116
and helping our kindergartners
learn about The Creation and
God® Covenant of Life and then

The Fall and God® Covenant of
Grace. Most of the stories this
quarter will come from the first
three chapters of Genesis, and
the children will learn about
God® plan for His people from
the beginning of time. Our K4-K5
students will use their ears, eyes,
fingers, and sometimes wiggling
bodies to learn more about God®
Word. Then they will talk, memo-
rize, and either sing a song, make
a craft, or play a game that
reinforces the truth learned that
morning.

Children in 1st through 3rd
grades will meet in room 117
with Brynn Tiscione as teacher
and study stories from Genesis
that center on four themes--God
Creates Families, God Calls
Families, God Blesses Families,
and God is Faithful to Families.
These young elementary students
will learn how God worked in the
lives of Adam and Eve, Noah,
Abraham, lIsaac, Jacob and Jo-
seph. Students will hear and dis-
cuss their Bible stories and
then participate in a variety of
hands-on activities such as color-
ing sheets, booklets, cut and fold
projects, and discussions that will
help them apply God® Word to
their lives.

(Continued on page 9)
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Youth Ministry

Shout Out
By Justin Woodall

Florida is a unique place to live.
Our seasons are not nearly as
distinct as...well, anywhere else.
We will have hot days well into
October and won’t unpack our
jackets until we visit relatives up
north. But we do have different
rhythms of life. One of the most
noticeable for teenagers is the
school year. When you read this
it has already been a month since
camp ended and nearly that long
since school started. This can be
an exiting time, but is also an ex-
hausting time. | wanted to say
thank you to all the students
here at Seminole for braving
Sunday mornings, Sunday
nights, and Wednesday nights.
Your consistency is not unno-
ticed.

Sunday School (Continued)

(Continued from page 8)

Fourth through sixth grade stu-
dents will meet with Connie
Trim in the church library.
Their theme this fall is The
Story of the Beginning. This
course highlights God® sover-
eign rule as King and Judge
from the garden of Eden
to the tower of Babel. These stu-
dents will learn about the Bible
by examining Scripture them-
selves and working through dra-

mas, puzzles, and personal appli-
cation exercises. Students will
look at events from God® point of
view, seeing first how they fit
into his eternal plan of
salvation and then what they
mean to someone growing up in
the world today.

Please pray for our Sunday
School teachers and students as
together they work to " . . .grow
up in every way into him who is
the head, into Christ.” (Eph. 4:15)

Wednesday
Night
Programs

Children
Choir
6:00 pm

GEMS & Cadets
Kingdom Kids
6:30 pm

Youth

Room 601
6:30 pm

Adults

Bible Study with
Pastor Keen
6:30 pm

Choir
7:45 pm
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AGINDA

Session Meeting

Tuesday
September 6

Deacon Meeting

Thursday
September 29

Christ and Culture

Honesty
By Justin Woodall

John Keen has an annoying habit.
He is constantly stealing my
ideas! | swear he breaks into my
office, hacks my computer, then
breaks the eighth commandment.
Let me give you some examples.

A month ago | was going to preach
on David. Then the week before,
John used David as a major point
of his sermon. Last week | was
planning this week’s worship ser-
vice. | thought, “Hey, we ought to
sing ‘Be Thou My Vision.” It will

go great with the service.” That
very week it was our closing
hymn. That same week | had

started to prep my next sermon. |
had devised a clever introduction
centered on Saint Augustine.
Then out of nowhere, John men-
tions him in his sermon. Do you
see what | mean?

Are these all coincidences? |
don't know. But thinking of
Augustine has made me wonder
what made him so effective. As |
look through church history, it
seems some of the greatest men
were not the righteous, but the
honest. Augustine would not
make any claim about his own
righteousness. He had a very low
view of himself and an inflated
view of his sin. The great Re-
former, Martin Luther, wasin the
same boat.

Church and Christianity at large
are not places to display our
righteousness, but rather places
where we go to admit we are bro-
ken. May we at Seminole culti-
vate a culture of honesty.

Christ and Culture is an op/ed piece intended to generate thoughtful discussion and
contemplation about our culture. If you are challenged by the things you read in this
column, perhaps you would enjoy attending Film, Faith, & Philosophy each month.

Check below for date and time.

Film, Faith, & Philosophy

Friday, September 2

7:00 pm at The Woodall’s

See Justin for details.
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SPC Calendar
September 2005

SUN MON TUE | WED | THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
Film, Faith,
& Philosophy
7:00 pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
L1 _ Labor Day
Church office
closed
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Meeting for Officers
Covenant Group Retreat
Leaders after 8:00 am
morning worship
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30
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Seminole Presbyterian Church
6101 N. Habana Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614
(813) 877-6783
church@seminolepca.org
http://www.seminolepca.org

Seminole Presbyterian Church exists to build

biblical, vital and relevant relationships with

God, one another, and the world for a lifetime
and for eternity.

“Seek the welfare of the city towhich | have
called you. Pray tothe Lord on its behalf; for
in its welfare, you too will have welfare.” -
Jeremiah 29:7

CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
Administrative Assistant Danielle Pendergrass Ext 222 spc@seminolepca.org
Business Administrator Jackie Toenes Ext 238 jtoenes@seminolepca.org
Children’s Co-Directors Jane Lambers Ext 240 jlambers@seminolepca.org
Cindy Quick Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org
Youth Director Justin Woodall Ext 242 jwoodall @seminolepca.org
Chief Musician Danny Compher dcompher @eminolepca.org
Organist Sylvia Chai
Pianist Rebecca Groomes bgroomes@seminolepca.org
S.W.l1.M. President Brynn Tiscione
OFFICERS
SESSION DIACONATE
Joe DeNitto jdenitto@seminolepca.org Bill Cutler bcutler @seminolepca.org
Bill Earnest bearnest @seminolepca.org Steve Lynn slynn@seminolepca.org
Chip Johnson cjohnson@seminolepca.org Steve Pothoven(Chair) spothoven@seminolepca.org
Preston Kneeshaw pkneeshaw @seminolepca.org Nick Tiscione ntiscione@seminolepca.org
Don Loose dloose@seminolepca.org Bryan Toenes btoenes@seminolepca.org
Gregg Quick (Clerk) gquick@seminolepca.org Tony Yoder tyoder @seminolepca.org
Brian Waugh bwaugh@seminolepca.org
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