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A Moment For Thanksgiving

By Deacon Seve Pothoven

I’'m sure you’ve noticed those
envelopes in the pews with
the pencils next to them.
Perhaps you use them, per-
haps you don’t, but you've
probably at least looked at
them and seen the option to
designate funds to the Dea-
con's Fund. But what is
that?

In Acts 6, the original seven
deacons were selected in or-
der to ensure widows were
not neglected in the distri-
butions of food. This role of
the deacon is also reflected
in our Book of Church Order
(9-2) which states, “It is the
duty of the deacons to minis-
ter to those who are in need,
to the sick, to the friendless,
and to any who may be in
distress.” The deacon’s fund
is our primary resource for
accomplishing this.

Needs of the congregation
are brought to the deacons’
attention either by a direct
request of the person in
need, a concerned friend, or
a message left on the Dea-

con’s line ((813) 877-6783
x245). To the best of our
abilities, these needs are
kept confidential and han-
dled with discretion. There-
fore, while we may occasion-
ally make a special plea to
the congregation for funds,
we cannot be very specific as
to what the need is, nor
what the resolution of the
problem was. But that is
the task of this article, totry
to give some account for
what we've done with the
money you have generously
donated to the Deacon’s
Fund over the past years.

First of all, how much
money are we talking about
here? For 2004, the total
disbursement of the deacon’s
fund was about $14,000. So
far for 2005, we have given
out nearly $15,000. So,
thank you for your generous
contributions which enabled
us to minister to those in
need.

We do our best to keep the
details of who received help
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confidential, so | can’t give
you an itemized list of where
all the money went. But |
can share some of the words
of gratitude from those who
were helped.
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Covenant Connections

Hanging of the
Greens

Sunday,

) Novem -
ber 20 is
Hanging the an-

ofthe N u al
Greens Hanging
of the
Greens.
After the
morning
service,
we will serve a light lunch. Then
we will decorate the sanctuary
and fellowship hall for the Ad-
vent Season.

The more help we have, the
sooner we will be done. Please
make plans to stay for this fun
“work day” as we prepare to ob-
serve Advent.

Advent 2005

November 27—December 24

The last Sunday of November be-
gins the liturgical season of Ad-
vent, in which we celebrate the
coming expectation of the Mes-
siah. The season climaxes on
Christmas Eve when we cele-
brate the traditional candlelight
service followed by Christmas
Day the following Sunday morn-

ing.

Thanksgiving Eve
Service

For those of you who will be in
town, make plans to join us for
our annual Thanksgiving Eve
service on Wednesday, November
23. We will serve a light dinner
at 5:30 followed by the service in
the sanctuary at 6:30. All other
regular Wednesday night pro-
grams are suspended for that
evening.

Library News

There has been an excellent re-
sponse on our library bulletin
board of recently read books.
Hereis a short sampling of titles:

Saving Lily

How to Read A Book
The Runaway Bunny
Praise Habit

The Ladies No.
Agency

Among theHidden
Genealogy of Morals

1 Detective

(Continued on page 3)
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Covenant Connections

Food, Fun &
Fellowship

Let'sdoit again! I've had numer-
ous requests for a repeat of this

event. So, everyone is invited to
join us at Beef O'Brady’s on

Himes Avenue to watch the Bucs
play the Washington Redskins.
We will be meeting on Sunday,
November 13 after church. Cur-
rent gametimeis 1:00 pm.

Please call me if you have any
guestions at 814-9649. Don't for-
get to wear your game colors!

Laura Strickland

Library (continued)

(Continued from page 2)

Going to Church in theFirst
Century

Perelandra

TheTrueVine

TheVolcano Disaster

There were 18 titles in the adult
section and 20 titles in the kid’s
section—kids win!  Thanks to
everyone who participated in this
opportunity to share what you
have recently read.

A new bulletin board will be up
soon. Cruise by the library to
have a peek, and slide on in the
door to try out our library—Ilots
of good books in there!

Report Fom the
HAHnance Committee

The Finance Committee held its
fourth quarter meeting on October
20. The summary of the church’s
finances for 2005 is shown on the
right. Offerings have continued to
come in much better than ex-
pected. Our year to date surplus
to the general fund is approxi-
mately $28,000.

One important thing to note is
that the church was able to nego-
tiate a new expense sharing ar-
rangement with the Cambridge
School for 2006 that will save the
church $36,000!

The budget for 2006 was approved
and adopted by the Session on Oc-
tober 4. We will be mailing a
summary to the congregation
sometime in early November. As
we did last year, we will present
the summary at a congregational
meeting in December. And as we
did last year, we will be available
to answer any questions about the
budget before that meeting so that
the length of the meeting may be
kept toa minimum.

We thank you for the opportunity
to serve you for this past year, and
we continue to pray that God will
bless our church as we move for-
ward in 2006!

HAnancial
Summary

Jan 1 — Sep 30,
2005

Total Offerings
$356,969

Total Expenses
$332,855

Net Changeln
General Fund*
$28,470

Offerings Budgeted
for November
2005**
$37,152

Needed Weekly
$9,288

*includes other in-
come

** Based on re-
vised budget for re-
mainder of 2005
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November
Birthdays

Eden Storey
Preston Kneeshaw
Tiffany Beckel
Andy Thomson
Marian Smith
Jonathan Yoder
Glenda Fellows
Emily Johnson
Pam Bergen
Anata Boodoosingh
Karis Tucker

Charlotte
McArthur

Sarah Hillery
Joel Tucker
Sarah Blue
Nicholas Lambers
Katie Quick
Glenn Dohle
Stacy Bland
Linda McArthur

Michael
De La Rosa

Covenant Connections

S.P.C. Family
Brunch

Instead of Sunday School on No-
vember 27, there will be brunch in
the Fellowship Hall! Doors will
open at 9:30 and food will be
served at 10:00.

This will be a great time to get to
know each other better. Bring
your friends! Please RSVP to
Danielle in the church office if you
are planning to attend.

Ladies Christmas
Brunch

Ladies of all ages! Tickets for our
annual Christmas Brunch will
soon be on sale Sundays during

fellowship time. This year’s
theme is “Gifts.” We will have a
speaker, door prizes, and (for

those wish to participate) an orna-
ment exchange. The Brunch will
be December 3.

Keep your eyes open for additional
details in upcoming Sunday bulle-
tins, but reserve this date on your
calendars now!

New Covenant
Group

Do you enjoy food and fellowship?
Want to get to know one another
better and share life’s journey?
Then thisisthe group for you!

A new Covenant Group is start-
ing Friday, November 11 at 6:00
pm at the home of Matthew and
Leisa Storey. This group will
meet once a month and will share
a pot-luck dinner. Childcare will
not be provided, so please make
other arrangements.

Call Leisa at 932-6223 for direc-
tions and let her know what you
will be bringing to share.

Ladies Bible
Sudy

Diane Keen is teaching a ladies
Bible Study on Tuesday mornings
from 9:30 am to 11:30 am in the
Parlor. This study is focusing on
the Gospel of Matthew. Child-
care is provided with advanced
notice. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Diane at 960-
1107.

7N
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Covenant Connections

Do You Enjoy
Cleaning?

OK...no one does! But if you can
give a few hours of your time for a
very worthwhile cause, we would
love to have you help us with a
cleaning project for a congregation
member. We are planning on do-
ing this the morning of November
12. There will be indoor and out-
door cleaning projects and the as-
sistance of both men and women
will be appreciated. Please see
Jackie Toenes for additional de-
tails. Call 907-6967 or e-mail at
btoenes@ampabay.rr.com or
jtoenes@seminolepca.org

The Turkeys Are
Coming!!!

Keep your eye on the fellowship
hall Sundays and Wednesday
nights in November for your
chance to help fill a Thanksgiving
basket for some of our brothers
and sistersin Christ.

Wilma / Katrina Disaster Relief

Now that Wilma has moved
through, we are in the process of
locating PCA families and assess-
ing damage. Experienced PCA vol-
unteers from the FL presbyteries
outside of Wilma’s path are assess-
ing and working with Ron Haynes
in planning relief efforts.

Please check the MNA website for
details, as we determine what vol-
unteer help is needed and where
volunteers can serve. Pray for com-
fort and provision for those who ex-
perienced losses from Wilma and
the previous storms, pray for the
early responders, and participate
in assistance as you are able. Come
back often to MNA for updates; as

we receive assessments and re-
lief plans are made, the latest
information will be posted here.

May God strengthen us as we
rest in His mercy, Jim Bland,
MNA Coordinator

As of October 14, over $2.7 mil-
lion has been given for Katrina
relief and almost $500,000 addi-
tional giving for hurricane relief
(Katrina or Rita) through MNA.
MNA does not take administra-
tive or general fund support
from the gifts; the moneys are
used for PCA family and church
needs, and a small portion for
the expenses of relief operations.

November
Anniversaries

11/23—Jake and
Mary Beckel

11/25—Thomas and
Linda McArthur

11/29—Don and
Bunny Loose

Checks should be
made to MNA, des-
ignated for Hurri-
cane Relief. Please

mail checks to
MNA, 1700 N.
Brown Road, Suite
101, Lawrence-
ville, Georgia
30043.

You may also do-
nate by credit card
on the MNA web
site, or by sending
your credit card
donation informa-
tion in writing to
MNA or by fax to
678-825-1201, at-
tention:  Michael
Hutcheson.
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Ministriesof Mercy
A Moment For Thanksgiving - continued

(Continued from page 1)

Dear Brothers,

We want to thank you very much
for your love and support. Thank
you for the surprise of the
Thanksgiving basket; it helped a
lot! ... May the Lord continually
bless each one of you and our
church.

Dear Friends and Family at SPC,
Wow, what a surprise! Thank you
for the Thanksgiving food and
turkey. It was a great blessing to
us. Thank you also for the many
prayers and emails you've sent.

Dear Guys,

| want [to] tell you of the bless-
ings from the gift of food and Pub-
lix gift card. ... the gift certificate
is also very welcome at my gro-
cery store! Finally, thank you
for the care you put forth to our
church family.

Dear SPC deacons,

We are overwhelmed by your gen-
erosity and thoughtfulness.
Thank you so much for the money
you gave ... God never ceases to
amaze us.

To: The Deacons,

Thank you so much for caring for
our family in our time of need.
It’s wonderful to have a church
family who loves and prays for us.

Deacons,

...Also you, gentlemen, are a
blessing [not only] to me but to
our congregation. You're awe-
some!!l It is so uplifting to hear
“the deacons did this or that.”
Leaders leading — thank you!

Dear Deacons,

Thank you so much for all the
support you have shown our fam-
ily... The financial help has al-
ways come at the right time.
God is faithful and he has always
provided for our needs. Thank
you for your prayers and your
sincere caring [for] us. It’s won-
derful to have a church family.

Dear Deacons,
Thank you very much for provid-
ing for my recent ... bill, it was a
huge blessing!

Dear Deacons,
Thank you so much for gener-
ously helping us in our time of
need. Thanks for lifting the bur-
den off our shoulders — thank you
for blessing us.

Dear Deacons,

Thank you so much for helping
out our family again. | don’t
know where we would have been
if not for so many helping us...
You have been very supportive
and kind to our family. May God
bless you in everything you do.

A
Ly
N

W

4
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Ministriesof Mercy

And finally, a specific example because we really can’t hide it. On Oc-
tober 1, we were ableto move Larry Dickie from the Beast:

toa 1996 Chevy Caprice Classic:

| need to give extra credit here to Deacon Nick Tiscione who found this
car with a suitable wheelchair carrier in Michigan through extensive
searching on the Internet. Nick also arranged a remote car inspection,
and a transport service to get it down here. | also need to thank Jackie
Toenes for her work in getting all the paperwork handled, and Kevin
Connolly for giving it another inspection once it arrived here.
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Sunday School
Classes

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults

| Corinthians
Room 114

The Returning
King

H.S. Library
Youth

Grades 6-8

Parlor

Grades 9-12
Room 601

Children
Infant Nursery
and 1's

Room 113

2’'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-K5
Room 116

1st—3rd Grade
Room 117 A

4th—6th Grade
Church Library

Children’s Ministry
G.EM.S and CADETS

Growing In Character and Numbers
By Jane Lambers

Exciting things are happening on
Wednesday nights at Seminole
Presbyterian Church. The GEMS
girls’ club and Cadets boys’ club
have begun the year with growing
numbers and great activities. The
attendance has been higher in
both clubs this year, and the lead-
ers are pleased to minister to lar-
ger groups. The GEMS girls’ club
has grown, with both the younger
and older groups welcoming girls
from the neighborhood. While the
Cadets averaged three boys a
week last year, this year they av-
erage ten boys a week!

The purpose of the Cadets boys’
club is to lead boys into a saving
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Our growing Cadets group in-
cludes a number of first grade
boys from Seminole, but it also
has included boys from the
neighborhood. Mike and Joyce
Woodall, with the help of Joe
Fretto, lead this active group in
learning about God and His world
with games and activities. One of
the first badges the Cadets com-
pleted was a badge on work, in
which the boys focused on various
careers and the education and
skillsinvolved in certain jobs.

Sixteen girls have registered for

the GEMS (Girls Everywhere
Meeting the Savior) program this
year. And while they combine for
many activities, they regularly
meet in two separate groups for
different activities. Leisa Storey
and Tami Pothoven lead the 1st-
3rd grade class called the Discov-
ery Level. The 4th-6th grade girls
have moved to the Awareness
Level, and Diane Keen and
Donna Waugh serve as counsel-
ors for this group.

This year the GEMS have been
focusing on the theme of “It’s
God's! Handle with Care!” Their
theme verse is Psalm 24:1, which
says, “The earth isthe Lord’s and
everything in it, the world, and
all who live in it.” The GEMS
have been learning that the
whole earth belongs to God and
that we are to be stewards of all
He has created, particularly in
the areas of time, talents, tem-
ples (our bodies), treasures, and
the earth. To that end, the older
G.E.M.S. have been making cal-
endars as they focus on how God
wants us to manage our time to
glorify Him. The younger GEMS
have also been studying the
theme, but recently they cele-
brated a Sparkle night. Their

(Continued on page 9)
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Youth Ministry

Shout Out
By Justin Woodall

(Continued from page 8)

magazine, Sparkle comes out
once a quarter, and the girls had
a night of pure fun which in-
cluded eating cupcakes with
sparklers, painting nails with
sparkling nail polish, and read-
ing their Sparkle magazines.

Last month, both the boys and
girls enjoyed an Orienteering
night at the playground on
Burke Street near the church.
Mrs. Callen once again shared
some of the skills she taught at

This month in Shout Out, |
wanted to thank the congregation
for all the support that you have
shown for the youth. This com-
ing June 20, high school students
from our church will be traveling
to Costa Rica to minister along-
side David Craver of Commis-
sioned International. Starting in
January we will begin raising
funds for this trip. We will be
having a dodgeball tournament,
silent auction, car wash, and spa-
ghetti dinner. These fund raisers
will go for both the missions trip
and our students that will be go-
ing to camp.

Hillsborough County School’s Na-
ture’s Classroom and worked
with the children in reading a
map and using a compass. Mrs.
Callen divided the boys and girls
into four different groups and
gave each group two compasses
and a set of directions. The chil-
dren learned to follow the com-
pass and instructions to find ten
points on the playground. Mrs.
Callen will be teaching the
GEMS and Cadets archery later
this year as well as bringing a va-
riety of animals (including rep-
tiles) for a hands-on experience!

Wednesday
Night
Programs

Children
Choir
6:00 pm

GEMS & Cadets
Kingdom Kids
6:30 pm

Youth

Room 601
6:30 pm

Adults

Bible Study with
Pastor Keen
6:30 pm

Choir
7:45 pm

NOVEMBER 2005
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An Offering of
L essons and
Carols

AGINDA

Session Meeting

Tuesday
November 1

Deacon Meeting

Thursday
November 17

Christ and Culture

A History of Violence
By Justin Woodall

Over the 2,000 years of
Christianity, the church
has taken a number of
positions on war and a
Christian’s place in war.
This month, | would like
to give a history of these
opinions, while not sup-
porting one or the other.

For the first 300 years of
Christianity, survival

was key. They were

busy hashing out the de-

tails of the deity of Christ and the
Trinity, so they did not develop a
theology of war. When Constan-
tine legalized and institutional-
ized Christianity in the fourth
century, it called for a new set of
rules. Many of the leading theolo-
gians began to integrate their
faith with the Roman Empire.
These theologians began to apply
verses like, “Love thy neighbor” to
the empire. Protecting yourself
and smaller nations became the
responsibility of the empire. This
view was held by the church at
large for nearly a millennium.

Around the time of the Reforma-
tion, members of the “radical ref-
ormation” in Eastern Europe be-
gan to re-read some of the church
fathers and came to a position of
pacifism. They looked at verses
like, “turn the other cheek.” They
applied these verses on national
levels, and came to the position
that was morally opposed to war.

These two positions have both
been present in the history of
Christianity and have resurfaced
in the past 30 years in Evangeli-
calism.

Film, Faith, & Philosophy

Friday, November 4

7:00 pm at The Woodall’s

Film: Luther
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SPC Calendar
November 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5
Pres Wic
Film, Faith, |Retreat
& Philosophy
7:00 pm Youth
Dodgeball
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Vetg_r;_a__n;Day
13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Thanksgiving
Hanging of Eve Service |Thanksgiving
the Greens 6:30 pm Day
27 28 29 30
First Sunday
of Advent
SPC Family
Brunch—9:30
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Seminole Presbyterian Church
6101 N. Habana Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614
(813) 877-6783
church@seminolepca.org
http://www.seminolepca.org

Seminole Presbyterian Church exists to build

biblical, vital and relevant relationships with

God, one another, and the world for a lifetime
and for eternity.

“Seek the welfare of the city towhich | have
called you. Pray tothe Lord on its behalf; for
in its welfare, you too will have welfare.” -
Jeremiah 29:7

CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
Administrative Assistant Danielle Pendergrass Ext 222 spc@seminolepca.org
Business Administrator Jackie Toenes Ext 238 jtoenes@seminolepca.org
Children’s Co-Directors Jane Lambers Ext 240 jlambers@seminolepca.org
Cindy Quick Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org

Youth Director Justin Woodall Ext 242 jwoodall @seminolepca.org
Jr. High Intern Dave Blanco
Chief Musician Danny Compher dcompher @eminolepca.org
Organist Sylvia Chai
Pianist Rebecca Groomes bgroomes@seminolepca.org
S.W.l1.M. President Brynn Tiscione

SESSION DIACONATE
Joe DeNitto jdenitto@seminolepca.org Bill Cutler bcutler @seminolepca.org
Bill Earnest bearnest @seminolepca.org Steve Lynn slynn@seminolepca.org
Chip Johnson cjohnson@seminolepca.org Steve Pothoven(Chair) spothoven@seminolepca.org
Preston Kneeshaw pkneeshaw @seminolepca.org Nick Tiscione ntiscione@seminolepca.org
Don Loose dloose@seminolepca.org Bryan Toenes btoenes@seminolepca.org
Gregg Quick (Clerk) gquick@seminolepca.org Tony Yoder tyoder @seminolepca.org
Brian Waugh bwaugh@seminolepca.org
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