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Greetings Hom Your Pastor
By Pastor John Keen

Dear Family and Friends of
Seminole Church:

As 2005 comes to a close, |
can’t help but reflect on the
kindness of God to our fam-
ily by allowing us the privi-
lege and honor of serving
you at such a fine church
like Seminole in these days.
| can't tell you how delighted
Diane and | are to be here!
We “count it all pure joy” to
be your servants for Jesus’
sake.

The past year has been filled
with excitement, change, ad-
justment, and an abundance
of new challenges. It is truly
amazing to observe the
Lord’s hand upon our church
as we continue to grow spiri-
tually, numerically, and fi-
nancially! We ended last
year with a surplus that ex-
ceeded a projected budget of
$386,000. Subsequently, we
set the budget for approxi-
mately $412,000 for calen-
dar year 2005. As you know,
with the addition of some
very fine staff members, our

2005 budget needed to be
adjusted to approximately
$430,000. Currently, it
seems our receipts may sur-
pass the $480,000 mark for
2005. Truly, I have never
seen such generous giving in
connection with the rather
modest attendance we have
experienced over the last
year. At any rate, our most
excellent deacons and fi-
nance committee have put
together a conservative and
responsible budget
(approximately $500,000) for
calendar year 2006. Again, |
can’t thank God enough for
the generosity of this congre-
gation! In addition to your
kind treatment of your pas-
tor, you clearly acknowledge
your responsibility to be
good stewards of all the re-
sources God has entrusted to
you.

In 2005 we saw the addition
of Mr. Danny Compher as
our new Chief Musician.
Danny has brought an abun-
dance of grace and talent to
the position, and we see the
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fruit of it every Sunday
morning. Moreover, our very
fine musicians (Becky
Groomes/pianist and Sylvia
Chai/organist) continue to
do an outstanding job under
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Covenant Connections

New Adult Sunday School Classes

What: Philippians
Where: High School
Library

Teachers: Seve Srickland
and Bill Cutler

This class is a study of Paul’s let-
ter to the Philippians. Written to
strengthen and encourage the
Philippians by all means possi-
ble, this “letter of friendship” cov-
ers most of the major doctrines of
the Christian faith and contains
some of the most profound and
memorable statements of Chris-
tian love, hope, aspiration, joy
and confidence. Practical in na-
ture, Philippians embodies the
secret of a man who rejoiced in
the Lord, who kept the faith, who
pressed on “toward the goal for
the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14).

The goal of this classis 1) to seek
the grace of God, and 2) by God’s
grace, to motivate us to live God-
ward lives. “What you have
learned and received and heard
and seen in me--practice these
things, and the God of peace will
be with you” (Phil 4:9).

we Have a Clag,

You!

What: | Corinthians
Where: Room 114
Teacher: Bill Earnest

In his The Daily Study Bible se-
ries, William Barclay says, “Men
judge a message by the life and
character of the man who brings
it.” It has been said (in so many
words) to the messenger, whether
he be a preacher, Sunday School
teacher, or Christian brother, “I
cannot hear what you say for lis-
tening to what you are.” The
word of God as found in | Corin-
thiansis there to ensure that we,
God’s people, do not trip into the
pitfall of “bad actions” speaking
louder than “good words” and
even “good deeds.”

The word of God, as given to us
through the pen of the Apostle
Paul, exhorts each and every one
of us here at Seminole Church to
go beyond the obvious and search
the scriptures for the whole coun-
sel of God’s word. Come sit in
with the Walden Class as we
study together God’s holy word as
given in | Corinthians. And re-
member that God's Holy Spirit
speaks to each of usin all sorts of
ways as we read, discuss, and en-
joy Christian fellowship around
God’'s word.
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Covenant Connections

Christian
Education Update

As we prepare to begin 2006, the
Christian Education Committee
welcomes Matthew Storey as the
new chair of the committee. Matt
has been a member of Seminole
for several years and previously
served as the chair of the Pulpit
Search Committee during 2003-
04. Please pray for Matt and
thank him for his willingness to
servein this area.

If you are interested in serving
on this committee, please see
Matt or call the church office at
877-6783.

Outreach Team
Looking For New
Members

The Outreach Team supports the
mission of the church and leads
the church in outreach activities.
We want to help Seminole be a
shining light in our neighborhood
and Tampa. We want some new
members to help assist us in
those goals. Outreach team mem-
bers must be members of the
church. But if you have any good
ideas, please pass them on to the
team. If interested, contact Kath-
ryn Smith at 813-933-3779 or

Congregational
Meeting

Our annual congregational meet-
ing will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 18 immediately after the
morning worship service. The
purpose of this meeting is as fol-
lows: 1) To elect new officers for
our church, and; 2) To review the
2006 Church Budget drafted by
the finance committee, reviewed
by the Deacons, and adopted by
the Session. No other business
will be discussed at this meeting.

The Finance Committee has al-
ready sent out a copy of our 2006
budget. If you are a member of
Seminole and you did not receive
a copy in the mail, please call the
church office and we will make
sure that you receive one.

Also, be in prayer for the following
men: Frank Frail Steve Strick-
land, Mike Woodall, and Richard
Zak (nominated as Deacons) and
Gregg Quick and Matthew Storey
(nominated as Ruling Elders) as
they continue in the discernment
process.

HAnancial
Summary

Jan 1 — Oct 31,
2005

Total Offerings
$402,565

Total Expenses
$378,096

Net Changeln
General Fund*
$28,960

Offerings Budgeted
for December
2005**
$41,450

Needed Weekly
$10,363

*includes other in-
come

** Based on re-
vised budget for re-
mainder of 2005

ksmith5@ampabay.rr.com. Congregational
MEETING
A
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December
Birthdays

Janet Cimo

Anna Claire
Lambers

Joshua Hillery
Sarah McArthur

Richard Hillery

Covenant Connections
Greetings Hom Your Pastor (Continued)

(Continued from page 1)

Danny’s leadership. If you have
the ability to sing, and are not
currently in the choir, I want to
strongly encourage you to become
a part so that our music minis-
tries may receive further encour-
agement, and all of us a great
blessing!

Our church Youth Director, Justin
Woodall, has done a magnificent
job of balancing the responsibili-
ties of a thriving youth program

ently, Danielle is engaged to be
married to Mr. Ryan Dorey on
December 17 of this year. We
wish her well and look forward to
the expansion of her talents and
outstanding abilities in 2006 as
she increases from 20 to 25 hours
per week. Please keep her in
your prayers as she absorbs new
areas of ministry at Seminole.

In the area of Children’s Minis-
tries, it is obvious that Jane Lam-
bers and Cindy Quick have done

6 Tom McFarland
with his seminary studies. More- a magnificent job throughout
7 Brooke Williams over, he has the challenge of being their tenure at Seminole Church!
, arelatively new husband and nur- Our Children’s Ministries con-
8 Mike Woodall turing the relationship he has tinue to thrive under their very
10 Pat Townsel with his wonderful wife, Angela. fine leadership. We are sad to
We praise God for both Justin and see Jane go, as she will step
13 Jared Frail Angie and their constant effortsto down from her position in order
facilitate a great youth ministry to pursue full-time studies and a
15 Abby Johnson here at Seminole Church. Fur- degree in Library Science at
y
16 Pat Bardin ther, the Lord has seen fit tobring USF. Again, while we are happy
David Blanco our way thisyear as for Jane and this new direction
17 Gene McArthur our new Director of Junior High for her life, we are certainly sad
17 David Bardin _School Student Ministrie_s. _Da\_/e to see her leave a position in
is a student at U.S.F. majoring in which she has performed so well.
18 Skylar Sutherland English. He is one of many col- Please pray for the entire minis-
lege students who have been at- try in general, and Cindy Quick
20 Danny De La Rosa tending Seminole Church on a in particular, as we make neces-
regular basis. We praise God for sary adjustments in order to
20 Jane Lambers ; - . .
Dave and the talents he has maintain the same high quality
21 Judy Wildeboer brought to our church as a part- of excellence in Children’s Minis-
time member of our staff. try for the future. Again, both la-
22 Garrett Pothoven dies have done a terrific job for
, Our Administrative Assistant, the past two years and have kept
22 Julie Loose . . .. .
Danielle Pendergrass, continues a very stable ministry in the
23 Peyton Pla to do an outstanding job. Pres- (Continued on page 5)
(Continued on page 5) R ———
VA
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Missonsand Outreach
News Fom West Point

Dear Seminole Family,

Thank you so much for your gen-
erous monthly support. You are
such a blessing to us!

After finishing our first year here
at West Point and into our second,
we feel more “at home” with the
ministry. There has been so much
to learn. Their schedules are so
different—and there are so many
rules for them to follow! First
year cadets, Plebes, cannot leave a
three mile radius of West Point, so
they cannot come to our home.
We do have an officer couple who
opens their home to host many of

our functions so that the Plebes
can be included. We meet weekly
in a small auditorium for praise
and worship followed by Bible
studies in classrooms (we oversee
the 3rd regiment). Mark tries to
meet one to one weekly with
about eight cadets depending on
their schedules.

Thank you so much!
Patty Stoneburner
Note: The Stoneburners receive

monthly support from our church
out of the Outreach budget.

Greetings HFom Your Pastor (continued)

(Continued from page 4)
midst of some very unstable
times.

| also want to thank God for the
marvelous job our Business Ad-
ministrator and Chief Chef,
Jackie Toenes, has done on behalf
of Seminole Church. I've served
in a number of different church
situations, so | can attest to the
fact that our church operatesin a
very sound, biblical, and finan-
cially responsible manner. Our
finances are always in good order
and available for public review.
Most churches do not enjoy the ex-
pertise, precision, and level of
education that Jackie has brought

to Seminole Church. | praise God
for her multitude of talents, and,
like all the other staff members, |
appreciate the opportunity to
serve with her.

Diane and | (as well as our entire
family) want to wish you and
yours a very merry Christmas
and a happy New Year! More-
over, we look forward to ministry
together throughout 2006 and be-
yond.

Your Servant for Jesus’ Sake,

John K. Keen,
Senior Pastor

December
Anniversaries

12/20—Tom and
Andrea Cawley

12/21—David and
Daisy Sutherland

(Continued from page 4)
23 Ella Anne Field

26 Grace Morton
27 Chris Williams
27 Hannah Johnson
30 DJ Koehler

30 Ethan Byrne

30 Emma Bulliav

31 Andrea Cawley
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What a year we
had in 2005! It
was a time to see
God’s blessings
on our congrega-
tion as we sought
His direction for
our church.
These two pages
reflect on some of
the highlights at
Seminole in
2005.

The year began
with Pastor Keen
and the officers
meeting in re-
treats on Janu-
ary 22, April 2,
and September
18 to discuss the
vision and future
direction of the
church. The offi-
cers worked out a
vision based on
relationships and
God-centered
worship.

In keeping with
the theme of re-
lationships, on
February 26, fa-
thers in the con-
gregation  were
treated to a spe-
cial dinner with
their daughters.
The  Outreach
Team sponsored
two special pro-

Secial Feature

2005: Year In Review

Eric Tucker
smiles for the
camera with his
daughters Irene
and Karis at the
Dining Out With
Dad dinner on
February 26.

On May 11 the Outreach Team sponsored a musical dinner for the
drama students of the Cambridge School rehearsing for their play Fid-
At left, Jackie Toenes, Nick Tiscione, and Mary
Beckel work the food line. At right, Thea De La Rosa and Mary Beckel
take a minute to smile for the camera as they clean up the kitchen.

dler on the Roof.

At the close of the school year last May, the
children’s Sunday School classes voted to use
their offering money to purchase a buffalo
for a family in Bangladesh and two pigs for a

family in India.
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Secial Feature

2005: Year In Review

In July we had a church
work day to clean up the
courtyard and flower beds
around the sanctuary. We
had a good turn out from
members of all ages. Pastor
Keen got so excited when
Tom Cawley arrived with
his monster truck that it
became his mobile ladder to
trim the hedges!

Later in August the Out-
reach Team sponsored a
welcome gift to the teachers
of the Cambridge School.
The theme was WORDS:
Wisdom, Ownership, Re-
spect, Discernment, and
Smile.

The Children’s Ministry
held VBS from June 6-10
with the theme of Circle G
Ranch. The children en-
joyed a week of lessons,
crafts, games, and fellow-
ship to the western
theme.

As this newsletter was going to press, we

jects to reach out
to the Cambridge
School. The
youth had their
own chance to
bond at Camp
Kalaqua in July
after raising sub-
stantial camp
support at their
Silent Auction on
June 4.

The music minis-
try began a new
phase with the
addition of
Danny Compher
and the resum-
ing of choir on
April 13. Chil-
dren’s ministry
continued their
excellent work
with VBS and
the summer Holy
Land Adventure
in Sunday
Schooal.

And who can for-
get the replace-
ment of the roof
last April!

All in all, this
was a great year

were planning to host our first ever SPC
Family Brunch on November 27 so that our
members, regular attenders, and newcom-
ers can have the opportunity to get to know
one another better. By getting to know each
another we can build relationships that
count for a lifetime and for eternity.

at Seminole! It
is nowonder that
we look to 2006
with great expec-
tations for what
God will do next!
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Sunday School
Classes

All classes begin
at 9:30 AM.

Adults

| Corinthians
Room 114

Philippians
H.S. Library
Youth
Grades 6-8

Parlor

Grades 9-12
Room 601

Children

Infant Nursery
and 1's
Room 113

2’'sand 3's
Room 110

K4-K5
Room 116

1st—3rd Grade
Room 117 A

4th—6th Grade
Church Library

**No Sunday
School on
December 25**

Children’s Ministry

Children’s Christmas Music al
By Jane Lambers

On Wednesday, December 14, the
Children’s Choir will present a
Christmas musical entitled “Tell
Me the Story of Christmas.” The
children, under the direction of
Angie Woodall, have spent the
last few months preparing this
program, which retells the story of
Christ’s birth. As the narrator
reads the Christmas story, the
children enjoy noticing all the
parts she omits, parts which are
important elements of the
Christmas story.

The children’s musical will
begin at 6:30 p.m. and take
the place of our regular
Wednesday night children’s
activities and adult Bible

Him, Raith, &
Philosophy

We are taking a break this month
from Film, Faith, & Philosophy
for the Christmas holiday. We
plan to resume sometime in Janu-
ary. Be looking for the date and
time to be announced in the next
newsletter.

study. At 5:30 p.m., Jackie
Toenes, Donna Carrillo, and their
crew will serve a delicious dinner
of roast chicken, stuffing, a vege-
table, and salad. As usual, they
need an accurate count of those
who will attend, so please fill out
the reservation form in the bulle-
tin on Sunday, December 11.

After the short musical, dessert

will be served in the fellowship
hall and will feature a
special Christmas cake
created by Marilyn Quick.
Please make plans to sup-
port the children of the
congregation and attend
this evening celebrating
Christ’s birth.

Un-Hanging of the
Green

Mark your calendar for Sunday,
January 8 for our annual Un-
Hanging of the Green. After ob-
serving Epiphany in morning
worship, we will eat a light lunch
and then take down the Christ-
mas greenery until next year.
The more help we have, the
sooner we will get it done. And
you probably already know that
it always comes down faster than
it goes up!
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Youth Ministry

Shout Out
By Justin Woodall

One of my favorite scenes from
the TV series Seinfeld is Jerry
and Elaine’s discussion of their
“guy.” They were speaking of a
car mechanic that they could

trust, but they called him their
“guy.” The best line is where
Jerry says, “You have GOT to
have a ‘guy’. ” When it comes to
the youth group it is so nice to
have a “guy” - Richard Zak is the
ultimate “guy.” He is always
willing to do anything to help
with the youth group. Whenever
| have been out of town or un-
available for the past three years,
he has always covered for me. No
questions asked, | know | can
rely on Richard and Sarah to be
there helping minister to the
youth. Richard (and Sarah),
Thanks for being my “guy.”

Christ and Culture

The Beauty of Advent
By Justin Woodall

As we were hanging the green
this past week, | was once again
entranced by the beauty of our
sanctuary during Advent every
year. | have never been in a
church that decorates as beauti-
fully aswe do. That is one of the
reasons Advent is my favorite
time in the church year. The
other reason is the beauty of the
liturgy each year that accompa-
niesthe visualsin the church.

Over the past year as the church
officers have hashed out the vi-

sion of our church, one key theme
that has developed is the idea of
relationships. It is woven
throughout all we are seeking to
do at Seminole, so this year our
liturgy will focus on relation-
ships. We will examine people
and groups surrounding the en-
trance of Christ to this world.
We will view the Advent through
the eyes of the shepherds, Anna
and Simeon, the angels, Mary
and Joseph, and Christ Himself.
What an exiting season here at
Seminole!

Wednesday
Night
Programs

** No Wednesday

Night Activities

on December 21
and 28 **

Children
Choir

6:00 pm

GEMS & Cadets
Kingdom Kids
6:30 pm

Youth

Room 601
6:30 pm

Adults

Bible Study with
Pastor Keen
Close Encounters
with Jesus
6:30 pm

Choir
7:45 pm

DECEMBER 2005
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AGINDA

Session Meeting

Tuesday
December 6

Deacon Meeting

No Scheduled
Meeting

Coming Events

An Offering of
Lessons and Carols

The choir will present An Offering
of Lessons and Carols on Decem-
ber 11 during the morning service.
The presentation consists of Scrip-
ture readings interspersed with
choir anthems and congregational
singing which focuses on the
Scripture readings. A string quar-
tet, harp and flute will accompany
the musical selections.

Pastor Keen
will deliver a
short homily
as the choir
blesses us
with their
music on the
third Sunday
in Advent.

Christmas BEve
Candlelight Service

Join us once again this year as we
conclude the Advent season with
our traditional Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service at 6:30 pm.
This is a great opportunity to
bring your un-churched family,
friends, and neighbors.

%ﬁ@'ﬁ&&#%ﬂ _.%@;@

SERVICE

Christmas with Rchard Zelinski Sngers

Two of our very own (Becky and
David Groomes) will be perform-
ing with the Richard Zielinski
Singers in their Christmas con-
certs this December. Two per-
formances will take place. The
first will be held at First Chris-
tian Church in Hyde Park, Tampa
on Saturday, December 10 at 2
pm. The second will be held at St.
Mary Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Church in downtown St. Peters-
burg on Sunday, December 11 at 2

pm. The program will feature tra-
ditional Christmas music in won-
derful arrangements by celebrated
American composer Stephen Pau-
lus and a world premiere, Prayer
for Peace, by Libby Larsen, one of
the most successful composers
working today. General Admis-
sion is $15; $10 for seniors and
children under 12.
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SPC Calendar
December 2005

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
SWIM
Christmas
Brunch
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Choir Children’s
Cantatain Christmas
Morning Program and
Worship Dinner
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Meeting after No Wed. Church Office
Worship to Night Closed
Elect Officers Activities
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Church Office No Wed. Church Office |[New Years
' Closed Night Closed Eve
Christmas Activities
Day
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Seminole Presbyterian Church
6101 N. Habana Avenue
Tampa, FL 33614
(813) 877-6783
church@seminolepca.org
http://www.seminolepca.org

Seminole Presbyterian Church exists to build

biblical, vital and relevant relationships with

God, one another, and the world for a lifetime
and for eternity.

“Seek the welfare of the city towhich | have
called you. Pray tothe Lord on its behalf; for
in its welfare, you too will have welfare.” -
Jeremiah 29:7

CHURCH STAFE

Senior Pastor John Keen Ext 254 jkeen@seminolepca.org
Administrative Assistant Danielle Pendergrass Ext 222 spc@seminolepca.org
Business Administrator Jackie Toenes Ext 238 jtoenes@seminolepca.org
Children’s Co-Directors Jane Lambers Ext 240 jlambers@seminolepca.org
Cindy Quick Ext 240 cquick @eminolepca.org
Youth Director Justin Woodall Ext 242 jwoodall @seminolepca.org
Jr. High Intern Dave Blanco dblanco@seminolepca.org
Chief Musician Danny Compher dcompher @eminolepca.org
Organist Sylvia Chai schai@seminolepca.org
Pianist Becky Groomes bgroomes@seminolepca.org
S.W.l1.M. President Brynn Tiscione btiscione@seminolepca.org
SESSION DIACONATE
Joe DeNitto jdenitto@seminolepca.org Bill Cutler bcutler @seminolepca.org
Bill Earnest bearnest @seminolepca.org Steve Lynn slynn@seminolepca.org
Chip Johnson cjohnson@seminolepca.org Steve Pothoven(Chair) spothoven@seminolepca.org
Preston Kneeshaw pkneeshaw @seminolepca.org Nick Tiscione ntiscione@seminolepca.org
Don Loose dloose@seminolepca.org Bryan Toenes btoenes@seminolepca.org
Gregg Quick (Clerk) gquick@seminolepca.org Tony Yoder tyoder @seminolepca.org
Brian Waugh bwaugh@seminolepca.org
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