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he daily crossword puzzle and crypto quote

in the paper were my preventative medi-

cine against Alzheimer’s disease. I didn’t

consider my day off to a good start unless I
finished both before my shower in the morning. My
morning routine was like a ritual. Stumble out of bed,
get the coffee going, read a short devotional, shoot
up an arrow prayer for a good day, answer
a few questions on the weekly Bible
study I’'m involved in and then I’d
settle down with my coffee and
the paper. I’d read all the bad
news of the preceding day,
scan the comics and get
to work on the crossword
puzzle. If it was a particu-
larly difficult one I found
myself rushing to get out
the door to get to work on
time. If it was an easy day,
I sometimes got the Sudoku
puzzle started. My brain had a
complete workout before I hit the
road.

At the end of last year I decided to read through the
entire Bible in 2008. At first it was a challenge to add
that to the mix; I viewed it as an additional mental
exercise. As the days went on however, a transfor-
mation began to take place. I began to hunger for the
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Word more and more. I couldn’t wait for the coffee
to be ready so I could sit and read God’s word to me
for that day. Often, I’d be so engrossed that I’d just
keep reading without any regard to the time or where
the assignment for the day ended. The reading of the
Word, led to a greater desire to pray. Often the praise
of His glory would drive me to my knees in wor-
ship. Conviction of sin would lead me to
confession; confession to thanksgiv-
ing; thanksgiving to intercession;
intercession to forgiveness and
understanding of others and
more praise. Why did I ever
want to start my day with
the bad news in the pa-
per when I could start my
day with the good news
in God’s word? The black
and white on the Tribune
pages is dead, but the “word
of God is living and active.
Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to divid-
ing soul and spirit, joints and marrow;
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the

heart.” (Heb 4:12) The crossword puzzle and crypto
quote also fell by the wayside. Now I don’t even
pick up the paper from the driveway until I’'m on
my way to work. I can always do the puzzle on my
lunch hour and all that bad news manages to makes
Continued on page 2

Financial Summary
January - November 30, 2008

Actual Budget Varience
Offerings $478,334 $433.,406 $ 44,928
Expenses $399,035 $446.,452 ($47.417)
Surplus Distribution $ 27,500 $ - $27,500
Other Income $ 2519 $ 990 $ 1,529
Net Surplus $54,318
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Continued from page 1

its way into the day anyway. Thankfully, I haven’t for their daily walk and discipleship, I invite you to

yet stopped taking the morning shower! come to our Discipleship Covenant group on Sun-
day evenings from 5:30 to 6:30 in Room 117. We

God has given us all we need to make it in this world. will start back on January 18th.

We will always have pressure, problems and press-

ing needs. As we approach 2009, I’d like to encour- Happy New Year!

age each of you to commit yourselves to spend time
in the word on a daily basis. I can guarantee you will
have a different outlook on every aspect of your life
when you put God first. “I am the bread of life. He
who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who

believes in me will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35) DiSCi leshl‘

Are you starving your spiritual self while stuffing P D

your head with worry, negativity and time fillers? C Ove slgh Group
Try feeding on the manna of the word every day and % k

see how He satisfies your soul.

If you want to be part of a group who fellowship
on a weekly basis and are accountable to each other
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“Seek the welfare of the city to which I have called you.
Pray to the Lovd on its behalf; for in its welfare, you too will have welfare.”
Jeremiah 29:7



